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seems to us this nation is filling up the cup of her iniquities, and 
it will be no surprise though she should suffer very severely during 
the present war. Of course, many are sublimely insensible 
to our national sins, but that does not make them any less, it 
rather shows that our declension has gone well nigh irrecover­
ably deep. Look at the almost entire disregard of God and the 
Bible in the deliberations of our legislature, the prevailing 
desecration of the Lord’s day in our towns and villages, the 
drunkenness, gambling, and immorality which abound on many 
hands, and the indifference, irreligion, worldliness, contempt of 
God’s ordinances which have come upon us like a flood; and 
let anyone who knows the past history of this land, say if we are 
not ripening for the judgments of God.

In connection with this war, we cannot fail to see the finger of 
judgment apart from the particular question at issue. The chief 
reason why there are so many British people in the Transvaal is 
the existence of gold there. We do not take up the absurd 
position that it is wrong to go in search for gold. It is quite 
lawful to do so, and many upright men have engaged in the work. 
But the fact nevertheless remains that the search for gold, when 
not regulated by the highest principles, strengthens the basest 
passions of the human heart. The gold seeker at home and 
abroad is frequently one of the most unscrupulous of men. The 
Scriptures are verified to the last degree—“ But they that will be 
rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For 
the love of money is the root of all evil; which, while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows.”—(i Tim. vi. 9,10.) As far as we learn, 
the Outlanders of the Transvaal, with the exception of a small 
minority, are just an illustration of these verses. Johannesburg, 
the centre of their operations is said to be a cesspool of iniquity. 
Need we be surprised that the Lord has manifested His 
displeasure against them by permitting the present state of things 
to arise? Many of these men were brought up in religious 
surroundings in the nome country. Not satisfied with a plain 
living here, they went out to seek a fortune in South Africa. There 
they have chosen to cast off the restraints of their early training, 
and to go in for a gross irreligious life. The greed of gain has taken 
possession of them, and all the commandments of God must go 
to the winds. The Lord’s day is there, as elsewhere, treated with 
great contempt. Now, for all this God will bring the Outlanders to 
judgment. They have already felt the touch of His finger, but if 
they repent not, they will know the weight of His arm to the full. 
We have no difficulty then in understanding why Britain and the 
Boers are at war. The British at home and abroad are to be 
chastised for their contempt of God and His commandments.

We read in the newspapers humiliating accounts of the war 
spirit as exhibited in the wild enthusiasm that attends the outgoing
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a Sermon
By the Rev. Neil Cameron, St. Jude’s, Glasgow.

“ For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their 
own arm save them; but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of 
thy countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them.”—Psalm 
xliv. 3.

THE Holy Ghost spake many things in David to confirm the 
faith of the poor church in every age in the faithfulness, 

mercy, love, compassion, and truth of God. He often puts before 
her what He did for His in the past to raise her drooping hope in 
what He promised to do for her in the future. In this psalm He 
reminds her of His kindness and faithfulness to the fathers in 
bringing them out of the bondage of Egypt, and in bringing them 
into the land of Canaan. David makes an acknowledgment that 
it was the Most High that helped them to take possession of it, 
and that they could never have achieved it by their own power or 
wisdom. This will answer the church’s state in every land, but 
we think most particularly in our own beloved land. We are to 
treat the text under this impression.

In our meditation upon this portion of the Word of God, and 
in dependence upon the guidance of the Holy Ghost, we will 
endeavour to consider four heads therefrom :—

I.—The land mentioned in our text.
II.—How the people of God got possession of this land.
III.—The secret of their success. '
IV.—The duty devolving upon us relative thereto.
I.—We read in the holy Scriptures that God called Abraham 

when he was an idolator in Ur of the Caldees, and said to him, 
“Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee; and I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing; and I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse them that curseth thee; and in thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed. So Abraham departed, as 
the Lord had spoken unto him.”—(Gen. xii. 1-4. We read again, 
“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place 
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he 
went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned 
in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in 
tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 
promise.”—(Heb. xi. 8, 9.) Further we read, “And they went 
forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan 
they came. . . . And the Lord appeared unto Abraham, and 
said, Unto thy seed will I give this land”—(Gen. xii. 5-7.) There 
were four hundred and thirty years between the giving of the above
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46, 47.) On Paul's second journey from these parts of Asia 
towards the coast of the Mediterranean, “ He was forbidden of the 
Holy Ghost to preach the Word in Asia. After they were come 
to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia; but the Spirit 
suffered them not. And they passing by Mysia, came down to 
Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul by night; There stood a 
man of Macedonia, and prayed him saying, Come over into 
Macedonia and help us. And after he had seen the vision 
immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly 
gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel 
unto them.”—(Acts xvi. 6-10.) The above will make it quite 
clear that the Lord directed His gospel to be brought to some 
lands, while He, in His sovereignty, caused it to pass by other 
places. We can trace the same unerring guidance as to the plant­
ing of the gospel which we observed above directing Abraham to 
the land of Canaan. The gospel never came to any land except 
by the guidance and power of the Holy Ghost. How many lands 
and peoples there are who never had the gospel among them to 
this day ! Is this by any chance? No, dear brethren, this is in 
accordance with the adorable will of the Most High.

Passing by many clear evidences of the sovereign selection of 
lands, peoples, and times by the Lord for setting up His own 
church among them, let us come to the time of the Reformation. 
At this time the whole world lies before us sunk in idolatry. How 
did the Lord point out the land or lands which He intended to 
bless wTith that Reformation ? He took the same method that He 
had taken in the case of Abraham. Luther, in the convent of 
Erfurt in Germany, was called effectually by the Holy Ghost, and 
after passing through the pangs of the new birth, left Rome with 
its idolatry, and was the instrument in the hand of God's Spirit to 
make Germany a land of promise. Woe to Germany that they 
are going back to the bondage of Rome again ! If we turn our 
attention for a little to Scotland, the same thing meets our eye. 
John Knox, after passing through terrible pangs of conscience 
which the fasts, vows, penances, confessions, masses, etc., of the 
Church of Rome failed to assuage, found by reading the Word of 
God, peace with God through faith in the Lord Jesus, and felt 
that the blood of Jesus Christ the Son of God can cleanse from 
all sin. He was from that day separated from idolatry. This was 
most clearly a work of the Spirit of God, and by it He pointed 
out that our beloved land was to be favoured from heaven by the 
light of God's truth. Who can, without closing his eyes to most 
convincing facts, deny that the Holy Ghost called John Knox as 
He had called Abraham, Paul, etc., to show him a land which was 
to be taken possession of for Christ and His church? Thus we 
conclude that Scotland may be taken as the land in our text, 
which prior to all other lands, demands our deepest sympathies 
and real concern that it should continue “Thy land, O 
Immanuel.”
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the mighty supernatural power of God. The preaching of the 
gospel of the grace of God, which is foolishness in the eyes of the 
wise men of this world, caused the fortifications of the Church 
of Rome to fall from their foundations.

(2 ) “ Neither did their own arm save them.” We take “their 
own arm” to mean two things. First, their physical strength, and 
second, their mental powers. First, Was it by their physical 
strength they got possession? No; for is it not written, “For 
the Lord hath driven out from before you great nations and 
strong; but as for you, no man hath been able to stand before 
you unto this day?”—(Joshua xxiii. 9.) While they kept the laws, 
statutes, and judgments of the Lord they had the promise that 
“ five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall 
put ten thousand to flight.” The physical strength of the people 
of God is like that of Samson: the Philistines could not under­
stand where his great strength lay. When they looked upon him, 
he was not in their eyes but like other ordinary men, but when 
they had an encounter with him he slew them in heaps. His 
great strength was in his head. Faith in the omnipotent power of 
God was the arm by which they were saved, not their own arm. 
Christ the power of God was their strength. Second, Was it by 
their mental endowments ? No; not that we are to grant to their 
calumniators that they were weak men, on the contrary, the 
Reformation period produced men of rare mental capacities, and 
the most profound of them were in the church. Their enemies 
were never able to refute their reasonings, while every word they 
spake entered deeply into the minds of their fellow-men leaving an 
indelible conviction behind it. The words of Luther in Germany, 
and of John Knox in Scotland were like arrows that no armour of 
Satan or the carnal minds of men could quench. Every state­
ment they made brought supernatural light to the reason and 
conscience of the reader or hearer. Is it so to-day ? You may 
read the writings of these men to-day and feel nothing in them of 
this power. How can we account for this? Just by the words of 
our text, “Neither did their own arm save them.” The gospel 
was not brought to this land by the physical strength or mental 
powers of men. The Most High made John Knox like a wall of 
brass against which the enemy could not prevail. When he began 
to reform all seemed to be against him, but that caused him to 
lean more upon the strong arm of the Lord. In our day we are 
too much given to look to the multitude of followers; but the 
Lord looks to the man whose heart trembles at His word. He 
dwells with this man. “ It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers.”—(Isaiah 
xl. 2 2 .) When did Isaiah get this view.of the Most High, and of 
the nothingness of the inhabitants of the earth ? He answers that 
query thus :—“ In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the 
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled 
the temple. . . . Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone;
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took a firm hold of the truth that God is just when He justifies 
the ungodly that believe in Jesus. This was a joyful sound in 
their ears, and by declaring it, the right hand of God gave them 
possession of the land, /.<?., of its inhabitants. Christ cannot be 
preached without the two covenants ; for take away the awful state 
of man under the broken covenant of works as he comes into this 
world, and you have no room for the covenant of grace.

In our day the total depravity of man’s nature is denied. They 
find so much of the image of God in man as that “he has a 
knowledge of God, and of duty, and is capable of actions 
which in themselves are virtuous and praiseworthy.” Thus they 
have put a foundation of earth under the feet of perishing men; 
and therefore the tried, sure, and precious stone laid by God in 
Zion is set at nought by these builders. This land is going back 
to anti-Christ with the most alarming speed. What is the only 
remedy? Nothing can gain back the people but the Word of 
God; if that fails we are lost. Keep before men their lost con­
dition from the truth of God, and faith in Christ as the only 
remedy.

There is also a false Christ put before people in our day—a 
Christ that will go with his professors to the theatre, the ball 
room, to profanation of the Lord’s Day, to cheat their neighbour, 
to undo the whole work that had been done in this land in the 
name of Christ, to declare that the Bible is mostly made up of 
fiction, to turn the House of God into a den of thieves. Brethren, 
is this the Holy One of God ? This is of a truth a false Christ. 
Therefore the more necessity is laid upon us to hold forth the 
true Christ. The Lord give us grace, faithfulness, and strength 
to do so, in love to our fellow sinners and to the truth of God.

(4) “ And thine arm.” The arm of the Lord here I under­
stand to mean the Holy Ghost. For it is written, “ By his spirit 
he garnished the heavens,”-(Job xxvi. 13.) In Psalm eight He 
says, “When I consider the heavens the work of thy fingers.”— 
(Psalm viii. 3.) The Lord Jesus, in warning the blasphemous 
Pharisees of the awfulness of their sin against the Holy Ghost, 
says, “ But if I with the finger of God cast out devils,” (Luke xi. 
20), in Matt. xii. 28, “But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of 
God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.” In Ezekiel 
we read, “ The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me 
out in the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the 
valley which was full of bones.”—(Ezek. xxxvii. 1.) The whole 
vision represented the deliverance of the Jews from the Babylonish 
captivity. Who were they of the Jews that rose out of these 
graves to come back to the promised land? “Then rose the 
chiefs of the fathers of Judah and Beniamin, and the priests, and 
the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up 
to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.”—(Ezra i. 
5.) In strengthening the hands of Zerubbabel, the Lord says, 
“ This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by
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whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he shall show 
you things to come. He shall glorify me : for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall show it unto you.”—(John xvi. 7-14.) Brethren, 
here is abundance of encouragement; therefore let us not fold 
our arms and say, there is no hope. Let us declare the whole 
truth. God, the Holy Spirit, can make it quick in the immortal 
souls of our fellow sinners. “ Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are 
created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.”—(Psalm civ. 30.)

(5) “ And the light of thy countenance.” Mankind lost the 
light of this glorious and benign countenance through sin. Our 
sins separated between us and our God, and the whole human 
race fell under His awful wrath and curse. He would have been 
just in leaving man in that state, as we can perceive from the 
terrible doom of the angels that sinned. But instead of this, He 
reveals His purposes of mercy, as the truth records; “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever­
lasting life.”-(John iii. 16.) The giving of Christ is here directly 
attributed to the Father. This proceeded from the free sovereign 
love of God—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Christ loved the 
Church, and gave Himself for it. But we understand this part of 
our text as referring directly to the Father. Christ, as the second 
Adam, took the place of the people whom the Father gave Him. 
In doing this He had to bear their sins, the wrath and curse due 
to their sins, and the punishment which sin deserves at the hand 
of a righteous God. Thus, as surety and substitute of His elect 
people, God the Father did hide His face from Christ. “ My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Ps. xxii. 1) was the 
cry of the Son of God when He was numbered with the trans­
gressors on Calvary's cross. Christ died to satisfy justice, and 
the clearest proof is given that justice has been satisfied, in that 
He rose again. There were no hidings of the Father’s face from 
Christ after the Resurrection; He was made exceeding glad with 
the Father’s countenance. In Christ, their living head, the light 
of the Father’s countenance was lifted upon them. God looks 
with the utmost complacency on the seed of Christ, and gives 
them all His blessing. In the light of His countenance is com­
prised His eternal love towards them, all His counsels and 
purposes in order to their being saved, His freely giving of His 
Son for them, and His giving them in Him all things. Among 
all the things given them in Christ by the Father was a right to 
worship Him, according to His revealed will, in the places of His 
earth which He, by His providence, might allot to them. The 
land of Canaan was one of these places, and we have endeavoured 
to prove that Scotland was another. Thus, the fountain of all the 
favours bestowed on them, was the reconciled countenance of God 
the Father, through Christ, and by His Spirit and Word, impressed 
upon their minds. Through this light of His countenance He 
opened up a way for them through the Red Sea, while He frowned
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servants who sought to take the-king’s life. Early next morning 
Haman came to ask of the king that Mordecai should be hanged, 
but was asked the question, u What shall be done to the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour ?" Haman takes the man to 
be himself, and gives his answer accordingly. The king tells him, 
make haste and do even so to Mordecai, the Jew. It had to be 
done. The next fall is Haman hanged upon the gallows which 
he had erected for the other. Mordecai and all the Jews are 
raised to great honour. None but Atheists can ignore the favour 
of heaven in the above; and we have instances of the like inter­
ventions of the favour of God in Scotland. Take the poor, 
persecuted Covenanters as another illustration of the same favour. 
They were sentenced to death, pursued for several years upon the 
hills and in the caves, rocks, and ravines of this land, by about 
eighteen thousand soldiers. Hundreds of them perished by the 
sword, upon the gallows, and at the stake. At last the tables were 
turned. The tyrant, King Charles, had to abdicate the throne. 
All these soldiers, who were persecuting the godly Covenanters, 
turned now their arms against their former abettors in Scotland ; 
and they had to make an appeal to the Covenanters to come to 
the rescue of the nation, which they did by sending, under arms, 
eighteen hundred men to defend Edinburgh. The men who were 
looked upon as traitors and not worthy to live, were made the 
defenders of the nation, and instantly raised to a most honourable 
position. Why? Because God had a favour unto them. He 
may allow His poor people to be exceedingly tried and put to 
very severe tests for the faith, but He will not withdraw His 
favour from them. Let those who endeavour to maintain His 
truth in our day be strong; for there never has been yet a groan 
uttered on a death-bed by any for what he or she had done in 
defence of the truth. That cannot be said of those who, in order 
to keep the favour and the applause of the enemies of God's truth 
and of His poor afflicted Church, connived at, or assisted wicked 
men to ruin them both. Any one who desires to follow Christ 
must count the cost. The cross is bitter for flesh and blood, 
but it is the only way to the crown. The cross and the favour of 
God are inseparable. Therefore we ought to count His favour 
none the worse for the cross.

There are two things in this favour which causes the living soul 
to thirst after it.

(i) “For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is 
life."—(Psalm xxx. 5.) Everlasting life is meant. This life is in 
the favour of God. This life is given to His people in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. When He desired life, as the Mediator, of God 
the Father, He gave Him life. He needed no life for Himself, 
for He was the fountain of life; but He needed life for the people 
whom He came to save, for they were dead in trespasses and sins. 
Christ is the life and light of men, “ In him was life; and the life 
was the light of men."-(John i. 4.) This life which God the
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IV.—What is our duty in relation to these things. This psalm 
begins with the words, “ We with our ears have heard O God, our 
fathers have told us, what works thou didst in their days, in the 
times of old.” The above brings our duty before us. It was the 
duty of the fathers to teach their children, and to acquaint them 
with the doings of the Lord. This is most certainly our duty. It 
is hot our duty to teach the rising generation new things founded 
upon the vain imaginations of our minds or that of others, but the 
laws, statutes, and judgments of God as we find them recorded in 
the Bible. It alone must be the light of our feet, and the lamp of 
our path as to what ought or ought not to be taught. “For he 
established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers, that they should make known 
to their children; that the generation to come might know them, 
even the children which should be born; who should arise and 
declare them to their children; that they might set their hope in 
God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his command­
ments ; and might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious 
generation.”—(Psalm lxxviii. 5-8.) Let us hold fast the Word of 
God, the Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms 
of our church, and let us do our utmost to inculcate these grand 
old doctrines of the truth of God upon young and old. Let not 
even a pin Of the tabernacle be lost. The Lord be praised for His 
goodness to us for that we have in our hands the creed and 
principles of His church, and for that holding the same intact, as 
we have done hitherto, outwardly at least, we have a clean 
conscience, and need not be ashamed before the world for saying 
one thing in their defence and doing another.

(1) The first object we should have in view is the glory of God. 
This glory reveals Him a God of justice, holiness, and truth, also 
a God of mercy, love, compassion, faithfulness, and long-suffering. 
Our duty is to declare His whole counsel, keeping nothing back 
for the frowns or applauses of men. We must do our utmost to 
lift up Christ and Him crucified before our fellow sinners. Let 
us declare that God has a glory from His grace through Christ in 
saving perishing sinners from eternal death, which exceeds the 
glory of His justice in the punishment of the ungodly. That the 
offer of Christ in the gospel is freely set before each sinner to 
whom the word of God comes ; that if he or she accepts that 
offer by faith and repentance he or she is immediately saved; but 
that to refuse it is to be lost for ever. To place the conditions of 
peace before rebels is the duty of an ambassador, to continue in 
rebellion or to accept of the terms is in the hands of others.

(2) In declaring the truth we must have a vigilant eye upon our 
own corruption. To be the messenger of a holy, zealous God, 
and upon such an awful errand as the everlasting welfare or 
misery of men, demands great reverence and godly fear in the 
person sent. It needs a single eye to the glory of God, and the 
eternal well-being of sinners. All other motives will ultimately
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people who are alone, in some cases one only in a family, in a 
few cases, one only in a township. The tempter will whisper, or 
may be speak out through the mouth of one of his agents, Are 
you better than others? Are such not as godly as any of you? 
Tell him or her that the question is not about godliness, but about 
the defence of God’s truth; and that every reasonable creature 
ought to buy it and not to sell it. Abraham was alone, but he 
held and professed the truth in his day. If John Knox were to 
say, because other people are not standing for the truth, what will 
be the use of my weak efforts? No, he never gave room to the 
thought. Let us not be ashamed of Christ, nor of His word, in 
this sinful and adulterous generation. Christ is more than a 
match for millions of men and devils, and though there were but 
one in Scotland who would hold fast the word of His mouth, He 
could bring all that one’s enemies to bow at his footstool. We 
are not at all fighting under a weak captain, neither is the cause 
unrighteous, and the victory will most certainly be on Christ’s 
side.

ftbe IRise anb progress of
By the Rev. Thomas Haliburton.

EXTRACTS WITH LESSONS FOR OUR TIMES.

NOT long after the beginning of the last elapsed century (the 
16th), so far as I can learn, some in France and Italy 

began to form a sort of a new party. They called themselves 
Theists, or Deists, unjustly pretending that they were the only 
persons who owned the one true God. And hereby they plainly 
intimated that they had rejected the name of Christ. They 
rejected all revelation as cheat, priest-craft, and imposture, pre­
tending that there was nothing sincere in religion, save what 
nature’s light taught. However, being generally persons too fond 
of a present life, and too uncertain about a future, they thought it 
not meet to put too much to the hazard for this their pretended 
religion. It was a refined sort of Paganism which they embraced, 
and they were pleased to imitate the heathen philosophers, who, 
whatever their peculiar sentiments were in matters of religion, yet, 
for peace sake, they looked on it as safe to follow the mode, and 
comply with the religious usages that prevailed in the places where 
they lived. That which made this party the more considerable 
was, that it was made up of men who pretended to learning, 
ingenuity, breeding, and who set up for wits. They pretended to 
write after the copy of the new philosophers, who scorned that 
philosophical slavery which former ages had been under to Aris­
totle. They inculcated that credulity was no less dangerous in
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of the Church by a supply of spiritual gifts and other doctrines of 
a like tendency, were, upon all occasions, boldly exposed, dis­
credited in press and pulpit. The ministers who dared to avow 
them from a conviction of the truth, the sense of the obligation of 
their promises and subscriptions to the articles, were sure to have 
no preferment, nay, to be branded with the odious names of 
Calvinists, Puritans, Fanatics, and I know not what

The doctrines of faith were not regarded as belonging to the 
foundation of religion. The morality of the Bible was pretended 
the only thing that was necessary, and as much of the doctrine, as 
all, even Socinians, Quakers, and all the rest, were agreed in, 
sufficient. And if any opposed this, though in civil language and 
by fair arguments, they were sure to be exposed as enemies to 
morality, albeit their adversaries durst not put the contest on this 
issue with them \ that he should be reckoned the greatest friend 
to morality who was most blameless in his walk, and shewed it the 
greatest practical regard. They could exercise charity, forbearance, 
and love to a Socinian that has renounced all the fundamental 
truths of religion, but none to a poor Dissenter, who sincerely 
believed all the doctrinal articles; nay, even a sober churchman, 
who could not consent to new unauthorized ceremonies, was 
become intolerable. So that men at this time might, with much 
more credit and less hazard, turn Socinian, or any thing, than 
discover the least regard to truths contained in the Articles owned 
by most of the Reformed Churches, and taught by our own 
Reformers, This is too well known to be denied by any one who 
knows how things were carried on at that time and since.

Further, whereas preachers formerly, in order to engage men to 
a compliance with the Gospel, were wont to press much upon 
them their guilt, the impossibility of standing before God in their 
own righteousness, their impotency, their misery by the Fall, the 
necessity of regeneration, illumination, the power of grace to make 
them willing to comply, and that no man could sincerely call 
Christ Lord, and be subject to Him practically, save by the Holy 
Ghost; care was now taken to unteach them all this, and to show 
them how very little they had lost by the Fall, if any thing was 
lost by it, either in point of light to discern, or power and incli­
nation to practise duty. They were told how great length their 
own righteousness would go, and that it would do their business; 
they might safely enough stand before God in it; or if there was 
any room for Christ’s righteousness, it was only to piece out their 
own where it was wanting. In a word, the people were told what 
fine persons many of the heathen were, who knew nothing of 
illumination, regeneration, for what the Bible was, and how little 
odds, if any at all, there was betwixt grace and morality.

And, whereas a veneration for the Lord’s Day was a means to 
keep people under some concern about religion, and that day was 
spent by faithful ministers in pressing upon the consciences of 
their people, those new contemned Gospel truths, to the spoiling
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made more so by the intrusion of every bold, ignorant, and 
assuming enthusiast. The land was filled with books of contro­
versy stuffed with unsound, offensive, and scandalous tenets, which 
were so multiplied as they never have been in any nation of the 
world in so small a compass of time. The generality of the 
people being, by the neglect of a scandalous ministry, and the 
discouragement of those who were laborious, drenched in ignor­
ance, were easily shaken by those controversial writings that were 
disseminate everywhere, and became an easy prey to every bold 
sectarian.

Many of the better sort set themselves to oppose these extremes, 
and from a detestation of them, were carried, some into one evil, 
some into another; whereby the common enemy reaped advan­
tage, and truth suffered even by its defenders. Ministers who 
desired to be faithful, by the abounding of those errors, were 
forced to oppose them in public; whereby preaching became less 
edifying, and disputes increased, to the great detriment of religion.

The nation was thus crumbled into parties, in matters both 
civil and religious ; the times turned cloudy and dark. Pretences 
of religion were dreadfully abused on all hands to subserve other 
designs; and even the best, both of ministers and people, wanted 
not their own sad failings, which evil men made the worst use of. 
The Word and Providence were used in favours of so many cross 
opinions and practices, that not a few began to run into that same 
extreme which some in France and Italy had before gone into. 
And about this time it was that the learned Herbert began to 
write in favours of Deism; of whom we shall have occasion to 
speak afterwards.

After the Restoration, things were so far from being mended 
that they grew worse. Lewdness and Atheism were encouraged 
at the Court, which now looked like a little Sodom. The clergy 
turned no less scandalous, if not more than before. Impiety was, 
as it were, publicly and with applause, acted and taught on the 
stage, and all serious religion was there exposed and ridiculed. 
Yea, the pulpits of many became theatres, whereupon men 
assumed the boldness to ridicule serious godliness and the gravest 
matters of religion, such as communion with God, confession of 
sin, prayer by the Spirit, and the whole work of conversion. 
Controversial writings were multiplied, and in them grave and 
serious truths were handled in a jocular way. The Scriptures 
were burlesqued, and the most important truths—under pretence 
of exposing the Dissenters, to the great grief of all good men 
among them and in the Church of England—were treated with 
contempt and scorn. The pulpits were again prostitute to State 
designs and doctrines; and the great truths of the Gospel, in 
reference to man’s misery, and his recovery by Jesus Christ, were 
entirely neglected by many ; and discourses of morality came in 
their place-—I mean a morality that has no respect to Christ as its 
end, author, and the ground of its acceptance with God, which is
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Brief motes of a Sermon
BY THE LATE REV, ARCHIBALD COOK. 

Preached in the North Church, Inverness, 24TH March, 1838.

“ And also all that generation were gathered to their fathers. And there arose 
another generation after them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the 
works which he had done for Israel.”—Judges ii. 10.

IT is a precious thing to have the people of God amongst us or 
in the world. We are informed in the preceding passage 

that the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the 
days of the elders that outlived him. The next generation knew 
not the Lord. This was the fruit of ignorance of God and His 
works. A soul that knows not God must seek its sole content­
ment in the creature. We are bent on idols. Forms of God and 
of spiritual things in the mind were the original spring of all 
idolatry. The poor people of God will be brought home in 
safety notwithstanding all their trials.

I.—The people of God are a blessing wherever they are.
II,—It is a visible sign of judgment when the Lord has taken 

His own people away.
I.—The people of God are a blessing wherever they are,
1. They are a blessing on account of their spiritual union to the 

living Head. Without this union one cannot be a Christian, 
They are said to be “partakers of the divine nature.” The soul 
begins to act faith upon Christ, and becomes a living member of 
this mystical body. While a living member of Christ’s mystical 
body is on this earth there will be communion between earth and 
heaven through that person. The world knows them not, even as 
it “knew Him not.”

2. The people of God are a blessing on account of the secret, 
spiritual and unchangeable concern .Christ has for them. They 
were the first objects of His love. They are represented as the 
apple of His eye, and as the excellent ones of the earth. He has 
such care for them, and such interest in them, that what is done 
against them He counts as done against Himself, On account of 
His concern about them, He will be letting down temporal 
blessings upon the earth while there is one of them in it. It is 
like as if a father had a child in another family, he would give 
presents to that family, not because he loved them, but because 
his child dwelt with them. It is on account of the children of 
God that temporal blessings come to this world.

3. The people of God are a blessing on account of their 
prayers. They are a praying people. They are represented in 
Scripture as turning away judgments from the world by their
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the veil of his body. It is a mercy the Lord has covered this 
glory. I am sure if it was uncovered believers would become 
idolators, worshipping one another. There is something purer in 
the child of God than in the very angels. Their purity is created, 
but the purity of the believer is uncreated. Christ is made their 
sanctification. They also have the robe of Christ’s righteousness. 
Carnal worldlings will scoff at God's people; but hereafter they 
will shine in a different light; kings and princes will say then, 
“ Oh. that I were in your garment." Oh, how much is the parent 
honoured that has been the means of bringing one of the children 
of God into the world. O, graceless family that have a guard of 
devils always about them ! When prisoners are long in prison, 
they are permitted to get an airing with generally a double guard 
about them. So when the people of the world go to church that 
they may get an airing, they have a double guard of devils about 
them. If the love of the world go with one to eternity, it will give 
that person the heart-burn for ever. The people of God are the 
diamonds that will shine in Christ's crown. They are companions 
who will walk with Him in white. ...

There is not a lawful calling in the world but God has some 
child of His own in it: it is because of this that it prospers. The 
Lord fixes the time when the objects of His love are to be taken 
out of the world, when the poor soul shall be freed from trials and 
crosses. The world have their time fixed also, but the end is 
different. A person who lives for dying will die for living in 
everlasting enjoyment.

ttbe late Captain flDacCaUum.

IN the person of the late Captain Donald MacCallum, Oban, 
there has passed away a most staunch and faithful upholder 

of evangelical truth, as expressed in the principles of the Free 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

Captain MacCallum’s parents early cast in their lot with the 
Free Church of Scotland, and since the time when the light of the 
Gospel of God first shone into his heart, he himself strongly 
upheld the principles of that Church, until it became manifest 
that the Free Church had departed from her distinctive constitu­
tion, doctrines, principles, and practice alike. This he felt he 
could not do. He then, at the cost of very dear friendships and 
much that appeals to the human heart and mind, severed his 
connection with the Free Church, and joined in the formation of 
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. Captain MacCallum, 
though of a naturally genial disposition, was a man of deep and 
abiding convictions regarding the things of God. He had a 
marked reverence for the Word of God, the sanctity of the 
Sabbath, and the worship of God. These things were never
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^letters of tbe late 3>onalb 
Stratberncfe.

WE have much pleasure in submitting to our readers a series 
of letters by the late Mr. Donald Duff, Stratherriek, who 

was well-known throughout the Highlands as a layman of pre­
eminent gifts and piety. The following notice of him occurs in 
the “ Life of Dr. Kennedy ” :—“ Mr. Duff was a remarkable man. 
He held the foremost place among the *men? of the Highlands 
in his day—a position that implied rare gifts of mind, extensive 
religious knowledge, and high attainments in the Divine life. 
He had also the capacity of arranging his ideas with logical 
precision and expressing them in effective language. Few ministers 
could so satisfactorily divide the Word of truth. Mr. Kennedy, 
who recognised his worth, secured his services as a catechist, and 
often expressed regret that Mr. Duff refused to qualify for the 
ministry. A privileged people to have such a pastor, and such a 
coadjutor! Mr. Duff laboured for twelve years in connection 
with Dingwall congregation, then removed to Strathconon, where 
there was then no fixed ministry; and spent the last fifteen years 
of his life in Stratherriek, Inverness-shire, having gone there at 
the request of Mr. A. Cook, the minister, who was in delicate 
health, to become catechist and missionary to his people.”

a.)

StratiierriCK, i%th February, 1870. 

Mv Dear Friend,-Partly the desire of hearing from you and 
partly the pleasure of conversing with you, although I have to 
listen only to what I have myself to say (of which I am often 
heartily sick), makes it an agreeable duty to write.

I may begin by stating that I wras lately from home—at the 
Dingwall Communion—and may say of it, as a whole, what the 
late Mr. Finlayson, Helmsdale, said to a boy he was catechising- 
“Do you pray?” he asked. “Yes, sir.” “How often do you 
pray in a day?” “Three times.” “Oh, well, you are not such 
a bad boy at all as the times are going.” So Dingwall was not 
so bad at all as the times are going. The preaching wras good, 
and it was refreshing to meet some of the Lord’s dear people from 
various parts; and, perhaps, some could add that they felt some­
thing vouchsafed of the presence of Him who is the Beloved of 
the Father, the Beloved of the angels, the Beloved of the Church 
triumphant, and of the Church below, although now they see 
Him but as in a glass darkly. But when faith is in any lively 
exercise, they do get glimpses of the King in His beauty, and by 
that glorious light are changed in some measure into the same 
image, and have their hearts weaned from the forbidden pleasures 
of sin and sense. If I could, I would bless the Lord for the
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recover it. You say—“I fear I have more complacency in a 
person who is naturally amiable and agreeable than in a person 
who may have grace, but who wears the badger’s skin.” But let 
us suppose a third person to have the amiability of the first and 
the grace of the second, and which of the three would you prefer? 
And if you must confess it would be the third, there is nothing 
differing him from the first but grace, and as only grace will love 
grace, I hope to hear no more of that complaint.

I was meditating lately on that passage where the bride of 
Christ compares her Beloved to the apple tree among the trees 
of the wood. I suppose the “ trees of the wood” mean all created 
beings whether in heaven or on earth. But the uncreated 
excellence and beauty that she saw in her Beloved and attracted 
her to Him, made her esteem all others, good though they were, 
as nothing in comparison with Him. And oh! what a blessed 
position was she in, sitting under His shadow. She found a 
shadow in His incarnation and humiliation, a shadow in His 
obedience and sufferings, and a shadow in His intercession. Well 
might she say, a day under that shadow is better than a thousand. 
She also tasted something of His fruit, and experienced something 
of its sweetness. “ His fruit was sweet to my taste.” She tasted 
the sweetness of a word of pardon dropped into her guilty con­
science ; the sweetness of a word of reconciliation dropped into 
her hard, unbelieving heart; the sweetness of a word of love and 
faithfulness dropped into her doubting, trembling spirit. Alas! 
that we are such strangers to sitting down under this shadow and 
eating of this fruit; but we should bless the Lord that such 
attainments He gave to other fellow-sinners, and yet they had a 
great jealousy of themselves. And were it not that those who 
are now in glory and who obtained much nearness to the Lord 
when they were on earth, regarded themselves as the chief of 
sinners, some of us would often be very downcast indeed.

Please do not conclude your letter again by saying, “Yours 
until sin part us.” By grace that shall never be. Sin was not 
the cause of our meeting, and, I trust, it will not be the cause of 
our parting. “ Wilt thou not who from death me saved, my feet 
from falls keep free?”—Yours, &c.,

D. Duff.

Slum an isolate SblatnteU.
i.

Air staid chaillte thaobh nciduir, tre bhriseadh Cumhnant 
nan gniomh.

“O Israel, sgrios thu thu fein.”—Hosea xiii. 9.

I.—Dh’ orduich an Dia siorruidh agus uile-chumhachdach, an 
t-Athair, am Mac, agus an Spiorad Naomh, tri Pearsa eadar- 

dhealuichte anns an aon Diadhachd gu neo-scarthail, comh-ionnan 
anns gach uile fhoirfeachd, neo-chriochnach, gu ro ghlic chum a
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II. —’Se so suim cumhnant na saorsa; Air taghadh do Dhia gu 
saor chum beatha, aireamh araidh do’n chinne-daoine chaillte, 
chum gloir a ghrasa saoibhir, thug e iad roimh thoiseach an 
t-saoghail do Dhia am Mac, a bha air orduchadh ’na f hear-saoruidh, 
air chumhnant is gu’n irioslaicheadh se e fein co-mhor, as gu’n 
gabhadh e d’a ionnsuidh fein a nkduir daoineil, corp agus anarn 
ann an aonachd phearsanta ri a nadur Diadhuidh, agus gu’n 
umhlaicheadh se e fein do’n lagh mar urras air an son, agus gu’n 
dioladh e ceartas as an leth, le umhlachd thoirt seachad ’nan 
ainm, eadhon gu fulang bas malluichte a5 chrann-eheusaidh, gu’n 
saoradh agus gu’m fuasgladh e iad o gach uile pheacadh agus bks, 
agus gu’n coisneadh e dhoibh fireantachd agus beatha mhaireann- 
ach, maille ris gach uile ghras slainteil a ta tredrachadh d’a 
ionnsuidh sin, chum, le meadhonaibh d’a orduchadh fein, a bhi 
gu h-eifeachdach air an cur ris gach aon diubh ann an am iom- 
chuidh. An cumhnant so ghabh Mac Dhe (neach is e Iosa 
Criosd ar Tighearna) os laimh roimh thoiseach an t-saoghail, agus 
ann an iomlaineachd na h-aimsir, thainig e chum an t-saoghail, 
agus bha e air a bhreith leis an dighe Muire, dh’ iimhlaich se e 
fein do’n lagh, agus dh’ 10c e an eiric gu h-iomlan air a’ chrann- 
cheusaidh : Ach do bhrigh a’ chiimhnaint so bha air a dheanamh 
roimh thoiseach an t-saoghail, tha Criosd anns na h-uile linn o 
thuiteam Adhamh, ag cur nan sochaire a chosnaidh leis, gu 
h-eifeachdach ris na daoinibh taghta, agus a ta e deanamh so ann 
an gabhail riu air cumhnant do shaor ghras agus reite maille riu, 
tre chreidimh ann fein ; agus leis a’ chumhnant so, tha e deanamh 
thairis do gach creidmheach, cdir air fein agus air uile shoch- 
airibh.

III. -Chum cumhnant na saorsa so a choimhlionadh, agus 
chum na daoine taghta a dheanamh ’nan luchd-compairt do 
chumhnant nan gras, bha Iosa Criosd air a sgeudachadh leis na 
tri dreuchdaibh so, Faidh, Sagairt agus Righ. Air a dheanamh 
’na Fhaidh chum gach edlas slainteil fhoillseachadh d’a phobull, 
agus chum impidh chur orra creidsinn agus iimhlachadh do’n 
edlas so; air a dheanamh ’na Shagart, chum e fein a thoirt suas 
’na iobairt aon uair an son uile, agus chum gnath eadar-ghuidhe a 
dheanamh ris an Athair, chum’s gu’m biodh am pearsa agus an 
seirbhis air an deanamh taitneach dha: agus air a dheanamh ’na 
Righ chum an ceannsachadh dha fein, chum am beathachadh 
agus an riaghladh le orduighean fein, agus chum an dion o’n uile 
naimhdibh.

III.
Na ?neadhona dn leth mnigh chitm na daoine taghta a dheanamh 

’nan luchd comhpairt do'n chunihyiant so, agus a chuid eile'a ta 
air an gair?n dhiu gun leisgeuL

“Tha moran air an gairm.^—Mata. xxii. 14.
I.—Na meadhona o’n leth muigh chum daoine a dheanamh 

’nan luchd comhpairt do chumhnanta nan grks, a ta iad co ghlic
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sonraichte, i. Tha e g’an iompachadh no ga’n ath-ghineamhuinn, 
le beatha spioradail thabhairt doibh, a* fosgladh an tuigse, ag 
ath-nuadhachadh an toile, an aigne, agus uile chumhachdan an 
anama chum hmhlachd spioradail thoirt d’a ditheantaibh. 2. Tha 
e tabhairt doibh creidimh slainteil, leis am bheil iad fo mhotha- 
chadh an damnaidh a thoill iad, ag aontachadh o’n cridhe le 
cumhnant nan gras, agus a’ gabhail ri h-Iosa Criosd gu treibh- 
dhireach. 3. Tha e tabhairt dhoibh aithreachas, ionnus gu bheil 
iad o dhoilghios diadhuidh, le fuath peacaidh, agus grddh do 
fhireantachd, ag iompachadh o gach uile aingidheachd chum 
seirbhis D& Agus, 4. Tha e g’an naomhachadh, le toirt orra dol 
air an aghaidh agus buanachadh ann an creidimh, agus ann an 
umhlachd spioradail do lagh Dh^, ’ga fhoillseachadh le’n toradh 
an ns na h-uile dhleasdanas, agus deadh oibre a reir mar chuireas 
Dia cion-fath ’nan laimh.

II.—Maille ris a5 chaochladh so o’n leth a stigh air am pears- 
aibh, tha Dia mar an ceudna a’ deanamh caochladh air an staid : 
oir co-luath’s a ta iad air an tabhairt le creidimh fo chumhnant 
nan grks, 1. Tha e g’am fireanachadh, leis an umhlachd iomlan 
sin thug Criosd do’n lagh, agus mar an ceudna an dioladh thug 
e do cheartas air a chrann-cheusaidh ’nan ainm, a mheas doibh 
mar fhireantachd. 2. Tha e g’an deanamh reidh ris, agus ’nan 
cairdibh do Dhia bha roimhe so ’nan naimhdibh dha. 3. Tha e 
g’an uchdmhacachd, chum’s nach bi iad tuille ’nan cloinn aig Dia, 
air an deanamh saoibhir le uile shochairibh spioradail a chloinne. 
Agus fadheoidh, air bhi do’n cogadh anns a’ bheatha so bhi air a 
chriochnachadh, tha e g’an deanamh foirfe ann an naomhachd 
agus am beannachadh air ths ’nan anamaibh aig am bais, agus a 
ris ’nan anamaibh agus’nan cuirp faraon, ’nuair dhlhthaicheas e 
r’a cheile iad le h-aoibhneas anns an aiseirigh anns an la san tig e 
gu glbrmhor chum breitheanais, ’nuair bhitheas na h-aingidh gu 
leir air an cur air falbh chum ifrinn, maille ris an Diabhul do’n 
d’thug iad seirbhis : Ach a mhuinntir sin a thagh Criosd, an dream 
a shaor e, na fior-chreidmhich, luchd-leanmhuinn na naomhachd, 
bithidh iad maille ris fein ann an staid na gloire.

V.

Am feu7ii is coir a dheanamh d’on eolas shlainteil.

Mar a ta e air a chur slos anns na Sgriobtuiribh agus gu h*aithghearr mar 
a dh’ ainmicheadh ann an Leabhar aidmheil a’ chreidimh, agus nan 
ceistean.

’Se feum araidh an teagaisg chriosdaidh, mothachadh a thoirt 
duinne mu pheacadh, agus mu fhireantachd, agus breitheanas 
(Eoin xvi. 8), ann an cuid, leis an lagh, no coimhcheangal nan 
gniomh, chum’s gu biodh e ’na chreidmheach neo-chealgach ann 
an Iosa Criosd, agus gu’m biodh e air a neartachadh ’na chreidimh 
le deadh-bharantas, air bunachar daingean, agus le dearbhadh a
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peacadh fein. (c) Gur e dleasdanas na muinntir a tha creidsinn, 
agus aon chrioch air son am bheil iad air an gairm le Dia, gun 
deanadh iad an soisgeil aithnichte do na h-uile dhaoine, anns na 
h-uile aite, chum umhlachd a chreidimh. Agus am feadh is e an 
soisgeil meodhainean suidhichte na slainte dhoibh-san da’m bheil 
e air a dheanamh aithnichte, gidheadh chan eil e leantuinn, ni m6 
a tha Leabhar Aidmheii a Chreidimh gu bhi air a thuigsinn mar 
a teagasg, gum bheil aon air bith a tha basaichadh 7n an leana- 
bachd caillte, no nach feud Dia, air sgath Chriosd, agus le a 
Spiorad Naomha-san, a throcair a shineadh a mach a dhuinnsuidh 
na muinntir a tha 7n taobh thall do na meodhainean so, mar a 
dh’fheudas sin a bhi taitneach dha a reir saoibhreas a ghrais-san.

II. —Gum bheil (ann a bhi cumail a mach agus a teagasg, a 
reir Leabhar Aidmheii a Chreidimh, truaillidheachd iomlan nadur 
an duine mar air tuitean), an Eaglais so mar an ceudna a dion gum 
bheil fathasd air an duine comh-arraidhean na h-ard-inbhe mar a 
bha e air a chruthachadh ann an iomhaidh Dhe; gum bheil e ann 
an seilbh air eolas air Dia agus a dhleasanas; gum bheil e fo 
fhiachan umhlachd a thoirt do lagh na modhannan, agus do’n 
t-soisgeul; agus mar sin ged a tha e neo-chomasach as eugmhais 
cuideachaidh an Spioraid Naoimh pilltinn gu Dia, gidheadh tha e 
comasach air riiintean maithe agus gniomharan a tha annta fein 
deadh-bheusach agus arraidh air moladh.

III. -1Tha an Eaglais so ag aicheadh bunaitean riaghlaidh neo- 
fhulangach agus geur-leanmhuineach, agus chan eil i comh- 
dhunadh gu’m bheil a luchd-dreuchd, ann a bhi cur an ainme ri 
Leabhar Aidmheii a Chreidimh, *gan cengal fein ri bunaitean 
riaghlaidh air bith neo-fhreagarach ri saorsa cogais, agus coir na 
h-uile neach gu a bharail dhiomhair fein a bhi aige.

IV. —Am feadh a tha eadar-dhealachadh bheachdan air an 
aideachadh anns an Eaglais so air a leithid de phuincean, ann an 
Leabhar Aidmheii a Chreidimh, 7s nach eil a buntainn ri brigh a 
chrideamh ath-leasaichte air a chumail a mach ann, gu bheil an 
Eaglais a gleidheadh na laimh fein lkn-ughdarras gu tighinn 
gu comh-dhunadh ann an cftis ghearain air bith a dh'fhaodas 
eirigh, gu de na puincean a bhuineas do’n gne so a chaidh 
ainmeachadh, agus mar so dion a chur an aghaidh gu’m biodh 
droch fheum air bith air a dheanamh do*n t-saorsa so chum 
dochann do theagasg fallain, no chum ciurradh aonachd agus 
sith na h-eaglais.

Anns an eadar-theangachadh so air an Achd-mhineachaidh 
dh’fheuch sinn ri brigh na’m briathran anns a chanain bheurla a 
chur ann an caint cho so-thuigsinn agus a bha ’n ar comas. Tha 
a bhrigh gle dhorcha; ach tha i mar sin anns a chanain bheurla 
mar an ceudna. Cha robh e ann ar rhn droch cothrom a thoirt 
do dhuine sam bith le bhi cur brigh na chaint nach robh sinn a 
faicinn gu soillear innte. Feuchaidh sinn a nise ri beagan soluis 
a chur air an Achd thruagh so. (1) An toiseach co air son an 
robh an t-Achd so air a dheanamh ? Chi sibh gur ann air son
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dhearbhadh iad a bhi an aghaidh focal Dhe, be dleasdanas na 
h-Eaglais sealltuiun a stigh anrita, agus ma bha aon fhocal na 
creud nach gabhadh bonntachadh air an fhirinn, an taobhar 
gearain a thoirt air falbh le a creud a chumadh ri focal Dhe. Ach 
cha chuala sinn ni air ainmachadh le aon de na daoine so an 
aghaidh Leabhar Aidmheil a Chreidimh ach gun robh e sgriobhta 
ann gun do chruthaich Dia na neamhan agus an talamh ann an 
sea laithean. Tha so cho calg-dhireach an aghaidh focal Dhe 
(Gen. ii. 2; Exod. xx. n) agus a tha e an aghaidh Leabhar 
Aidmheil a Chreidimh. Cha d’ thug iad firinn air aghaidh gu puinc 
air bith de’n chreud hir so a dhearbhadh. Tha fios aig na h-uile a 
chunnaic Leabhar Aidmheil a Chreidimh gum bheil na h-uile 
puinc dhe air a daingneachadh leis an fhirinn. Tha sin de’n 
bheachd gu’m faic na h-uile gur e h-anns an Achd so beachdan 
mearachdach dhaoine air an cur air amhaich sluaigh an aite focail 
na firinn. Tha moran de na daoine, a tha air fuasgladh orra leis 
an Achd so, a cur an ceill gu follaiseach nach eii iad a creidsinn 
gur e focal Dhe a tha anns a Bhiobul. Thubhairt Professor Dodds 
ann am baile Dhumfries bho cheann da bhliadhna “ gur e bhann 
ni duilich gu’n do thagair an Eaglais riamh gu’n robh am Biobul 
air a dheachdadh, oir gun robh a cheart urrad choir aig na 
Turcaich a thagradh gun robh an Koran air a dheachdadh, no aig 
muinntir China gun robh na leabhraichean (druidheachd) aca fein 
air an deachdadh agus a bha againne a thagradh a thaobh a 
Bhiobuil.” Thuirt Professor Adam Smith “nach eii anns an 
t-Seann-Tiomhadh ach dithreabh do ghaineamh, agus fasach 
ulfhartach,” So dithis de’n na daoine a tha teagasg na minis- 
tearain oga anns an Eaglais. Tha e soilleir nach eii iad a creidsinn 
na firinn; gu de nis a tha iad a dol a theagasg ach na beachdan 
uamhasach tha aca air focal Dhe. Is ann a thoirt lan chead 
dhoibh na beachdan sin a chumail, le ughdarras na h-Eaglais, agus 
an teagasg a chaidh an t-Achd-minichaidh a dheanamh na lagh 
anns an Eaglais.

Chan urrainn sinn an cor a radh air a mhios so, ach ma chumas 
an Ti naomh slainte cuirp agus intinn rinn bheir sinn beagan de 
bhrigh an Achd fein air an ath-mhios. Aig an am so cha d’ 
thug sinn ach beagan fhocal mu’n roimhradh aige. Tha sinn a 
fagail aig ar luchd-leughaidh breth a thoirt air a chothram a thug 
sinn do na briathran a tha air an cur sios anns an roimh-radh sin. 
“ S guir, a mhic, a dh’ eisdeachd ris an teagasg a chuireas air 
seacharan o bhriathraidh an eolas.”—Gnath-Fhocail xix. 27.

N. C.

When a man says he received a blessing under a sermon, I 
begin to enquire who this man is, that speaks of the help he has 
received. The Roman people proved the effect they received 
under a sermon of Antony, when they flew to avenge the death of 
Q&szx.—John Newton,
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ĉr
q fD
 _

§§ P  P

P 
^

3 C
D

O O P 
^

crq
 V

d

M
 fD

 . 
.

’ °
. w

 w
P 

^
* 

no
' 3

 3

£.
2 

?f
e w

g 
S

.o
 

p
 °

S
 g

 5
 ^

 2
 g

 f
t

cn
o 

P 
2

 o
 

?T
v3

 2
 ?

r,

S5
‘

C
D

 <
—

I 
3 

P
O

 
fR

. 
Q

5 
cn

 
p, '-

H
 

^ 
P 

cn
 ■

 W
 c

n 
rt

 C
 w

 
3 

" 
^ 

rv
, _

o 
cp

 3
 o

> 
2

.
V

 C
D

 r
t r

t Q 3

2 
O

o 
-

an
E 

cr
q

°is
 3

 S
S 

a
S^

O
?

CL
O

Q
 ^

 m
 Q

. O
 c

o 
o 

3 
2 

to
 P

 ?
 S

 h
 n

i S
 0  2

 ^

0
2

■ 
&

j( 
^ 

2
.3

 B
 <

c
d

 3
 3

 c
rq

 c
rq

 o
a

 o
 »

 ’ 
8.

 2
 g

3
 »

 to
 s-  *

 §
.

rt
 r/

5
 C

D
 O

s..
 O

P‘
 C

L 
3

. 
<T

>
"■

 
j 

» 
rt

> 
SO

 
“

5
 

rH
 £

 rt
 2

 ^
 D

 "1
w
 g

 a
 a

 I
 o

. 
| 

3
 

» 
<.

 
0

3
^ 

~ 
H

 

o,
- S

j3
 2

 f 
»

ft
s "

■ 
2 

to
 B

 s'
 ft

3
. 

3 
3 

3
 

o 
cr

 
K

Z
I.

to
8 

g-
g*

S-
a.

®
3  =

3
 

P‘
 r

t 
vL

T 
zs

 r
* 

h
tr 

O
 

2,
 p

 ̂ p
 C

T-
O

 CL
fD

 
X

 3
jL

 H
 C

TQ
 

,r
, 

3
 i4

- 
3

 
tN

s
C

L 
» 

fD
 «

 
fD

 C
D

 «
 

C
D

 -T
 

fD
 

rt« 
2 8 

3.
 =

•
O

 P
 3

 
^f

rt
 

3 
3

P 
fD

C
D

fD
P

S'
i®

'®

r> o a o 2 2 o <»

3
 

fD
 h

-(- o'
b^

O
 

o 
3

X

s> -S
i



280 The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

"© Mbttber shall 3 JW”
“ O that thou would’st hide me in the grave, that thou would’st keep me in 

secret until thy wrath be past! Job xiv. 13.

O WHITHER shall I fly? what path untrod 
Shall I seek out to ’scape the flaming rod 
Of my offended, of my angry God ?

Where shall I sojourn? what kind sea will hide 
My head from thunder ? where shall I abide,
Until His flames be quenched or laid aside?
What, if my feet should take their hasty flight,
And seek protection in the shades of night?
Alas ! no shades can blind the God of light.
What, if my soul should take the wings of day,
And find some desert ? If she springs away,
The wings of vengeance clip as fast as they.
What, if some solid rock should entertain 
My frighted soul ? can solid rocks restrain 
The stroke of Justice, and not cleave in twain ?
Nor sea, nor shade, nor shield, nor rock, nor cave,
Nor silent deserts, nor the sullen grave,
What flame-eyed fury means to smite, can save.
The seas will part, graves open, rocks will split;
The shield will cleave J the frighted shadows flit;
Where Justice aims, her fiery darts must hit.
No, no, if stern-browed vengeance means to thunder,
There is no place above, beneath, or under,
So close, but will unlock, or rive in sunder.
’Tis vain to flee ; ’tis neither here nor there 
Can ’scape that hand until that hand forbear;
Ah me ! where is He not, that’s everywhere ?
’Tis vain to flee, till gentle mercy shows 
Her better eye ; the farther off we go,
The swing of Justice deals the mightier blow.
Th’ ingenuous child, corrected, doth not fly 
His angry mother’s hand, but clings more nigh,
And quenches with his tears her flaming eye.
Shadows are faithless, and the rocks are false ;
No trust in brass, no trust in marble walls;
Poor cots are e’en as safe as princes’ halls.
Great God ! there is no safety here below ;
Thou art my fortress, Thou that seem’st my foe,
’Tis Thou that strik’st the stroke must guard the blow.
Thou art my God, by Thee I fall or stand;
Thy grace hath given me courage to withstand 
All tortures, but my conscience and Thy hand.
I know Thy justice is Thyself; I know,
Just God, Thy very seif is mercy too ;
If not to Thee, where, whither shall I go ?
Then work Thy will; if passion bid me flee,
My reason shall obey ; my wings shall be 
Stretched out no further than from Thee to Thee.

Francis Quarles.
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