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Protestant Lights and Sbhadows.

OUR readers would do well in these days of Ritualism and

Romanism to see for themselves the Englisk Churchman
and other Protestant papers. There are many things transpiring
in England, and on the Continent, that the daily press tells us
little or nothing about, and that people in general ought to be
acquainted with if they are to be well instructed in what concerns
the cause of truth and righteousness in the world. Indeed, the
leading daily papers seem to be genuine enemies to anything .
approaching zeal for Protestantism, and only hold it up to
contempt and ridicule when occasion offers. Z%e Scotsman, for
example, will hardly ever publish a thoroughly Protestant letter,
and in its leading articles seldom loses an opportunity of indulging
in scornful criticism of those who are zealous for Protestant truth.
The Glasgow Herald is scarcely any better. The press, as every
one knows, is one of the most powerful agencies in existence for
influencing the opinions of the people, and so when it takes up an
attitude like this against the cause of truth, we may expect an
abundance of evil fruit as the consequence.

The Protestant firmament has at present its lights as well as its
shadows. The former, hosever, are few in comparison with the
latter ; and discerning observers are very much afraid that the
lights are only brightening here and there for a little moment after
the manner of the flames among the dying embers of a ruin—that
they may speedily go out and leave the darkness deeper than ever.

Our readers may be aware that there is at present something
like a rewolt from the Papacy taking place in several countries.
In England, a considerable controversy has arisen between some
priests of the Roman Church and Cardinal Vaughan, and other
authorities. These priests, 150, it is said, have no controversy with
the Pope himself or any of the tenets of Romanism, but they strongly
allege that the Church, in many of its departments, is seriously
misgoverned. They have taken upon themselves to set up a
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subsidiary Bishop without the authority of their Church, “until
such time as the Church shall compel ¢ Cardinal’ Vaughan to rule
us, not tyrannically, not as victims to be robbed, not as bondmen
and serfs, but constitutionally, and in keeping with the sacred
canons of the council, as well as of the Gospel.” It is not a new
thing for men to arise in the Romish Apostacy with the hope that
they would be able to reform the corrupt body. Luther himself
cherished that idea at first. But the man of sin is under too deep
a curse to leave open the possibility of internal reformation ; and
so the best meant efforts in this direction will undoubtedly be a
failure. At the same time, we cannot but view with pleasure the
least tendency in so good a direction, and cherish the desire that
God might make use of it for the opening of people’s eyes to the
tremendous evils of this huge corrupt organisation. In France,
the movement of the civil authorities, which has resulted in the
departure of various orders of priests and nuns from the country,
is another aspect of the revolt from Rome. France has been too
long under priestly dominance, and it is now showing its estimation
of this. The worst of the case, however, is that the people, when
throwing off Romanism, are falling into another evil equally
bad, namely, infidelity. A superstitious religion is giving place to
no religion at all. Again, the lights in the Protestant firmament
are increased by the appearance of two new books written by
Roman Catholics in condemnation of the influence of their own
priesthood in the matter of education. One of these, by Mr. F.
Hugh O’Donnell, was noticed in our last issue. Another, entitled,
‘ Priests and People in Ireland,” by Michael M‘Carthy, a barrister,
has just appeared. This man charges the priests with tyranny,
and refers the miseries of Ireland to their evil influence. These
books should awaken nominal Protestants to a realisation of the
corrupt character of Rome, and should drive them off from all
coquetting with “the beast.” May the Lord grant in His infinite
mercy that many souls may be delivered from the grasp of this
fearful system, and that those whose eyes are only half-open to its
evils may get still clearer vision, and stand forth as sound
uncompromising witnesses on behalf of the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. ¢

Let us now notice the side of the shadows in the sky of
Protestantism. One of these is the imprisonment of Mr. John
Alfred Kensit, son of the well-known Protestant, Mr. John Kensit,
which took place at Liverpool on 8th September. The charge
brought against young Mr. Kensit was that he had addressed
meetings in public places in Liverpool, with the result that
breaches of the peace had taken place in connection with these
meetings, and also that he intended to hold similar meetings in
the future, when the same results were likely to follow. The
magistrate, it appears, was a member of an extreme Ritualistic
Church, and the counsel for Mr. Kensit made an application to
the effect that the case should be taken in another court, “as his



Protestant Notes. 203

worship might possibly be a little biassed in the matter.” The
magistrate, of course, repudiated the idea of bias, and refused to
consider the application. The counsel pled in Mr. Kensit’s
behalf the right of free speech, and warned the court that to
condemn Mr. Kensit was only giving encouragement to mob-rule.
All was in vain. The magistrate decided *that Mr. John Kensit,
Junior, must, in the sum of £zo0, and two bails of {100 each,
undertake to keep the peace, and abstain ffom holding public
meetings for twelve months, or in default, three month’s imprison-
ment.” Mr. Kensit chose to go to prison, and there he now lies.
Personally, we are not aware of the manner in which these
Protestant meetings are conducted, nor are we absolutely certain
that we might approve of everything in connection with them ; at
the same time, this does not free us from the decided conviction
that persecution has begun in England, and that the above
sentence is largely dictated by opposition to the good cause in
the service of which Mr. Kensit is engaged. ¢ The breaches of
the peace” referred to in the indictment are solely the result of
Ritualistic and Romish animosity to the truth plainly declared.
Are breaches of the peace at political meetings charged home
upon the speakers, no matter how severely they may deal with
their opponents? No; the audience are given to understand that
they will be very summarily dealt with if they attempt to interrupt
the meetings. But there is a Romish conspiracy among high
and low in England at the present time to drive the pure truth of
God out of the country, and to bring in in its place the errors and
superstitions of Rome ; and so Mr. Kensit and the other Wycliffe
preachers receive little mercy at the hands of mobs or magistrates.
May the Lord grant that this persecution may be overruled for
the awakening of the general body of the Protestant people to the
destructive flood that is fast coming in upon them !

It is to be feared that the enemies of truth are only waxing
bolder and bolder in these backsliding days, and that days of trial
are before the country that we have but slight apprehension of.
Nevertheless, there is nothing gained by servile compromises ;
our only safety is in holding fast the whole counsel of God *‘in faith
and love, which is in Christ Jesus.” Our chief danger is from our
‘own spirits, and from the possible adoption of carnal methods in the
Lord’s service. The people of God in Old Testament times were
solemnly warned by word and providence that it was not enough
to be confident that their cause was good when they went to
battle with their enemies, but that it was also necessary to secure
the presence and strength of God with them in the conflict.
Protestants will not gain this indispensable requirement in their
contendings against evil systems by mere noisy shoutings at heated
meetings, but by solemn and painful exercises on their knees at a
throne of grace. The conquest of sin and error must take place
in the heart in secret before it can be secured in the Church in
public.
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TMotes of a Sermon

By THE REvV. JoHN MacLEoD, M.A., KaMEs.

¢ Come, see the place where the Lord lay.”’—MAT. xxviii. 6.

AANANANAANNANNANANASAAA

THERE were two companies at the grave of Christ this
morning. There were those that had been sent there to

keep guard. They were the emissaries of His enemies—their
deputies on the spot. The task committed to them was to see that
the Jesus who was already got out of the way should be kept
under ground. The stone did not keep Him ; the seal did not
keep Hiwm; death and the grave could not keep Him ; much less
these poor soldiers. The soldiers were the one company, and we
may say that they were there with hostile intent. Personally they
might have no lively interest in the special task allotted to them,
but all the same, in their official character, they were the servants
of this world’s malice—sent to see to it that the Son of God should
be kept out of the way. The other company that we find on the
scene was a very different one. It consisted of a few poor women
who came in their love as friends of their revered Master to pay
what they thought to be the last attentions that were called for at
their hands. We see in what friendly and encouraging words they
are addressed by the heavenly embassy—* Fear not ye.” Be not
afraid. Ye have no reason to fear. It is true that these soldiers
have fallen as dead men to the earth, but ye have no reason to
fear, They have reason and more than they know, but ye have
none, for I know that ye seek Jesus of Nazareth that was crucified.
Loving devotedness has given you an early errand here; ye have
come to find your Lord, but He is not here. He is risen as He
said unto you. You might have known that this would be the
case, but your eyes were holden, your understandings were but
blank, and ye received not as ye might and should the pre-
intimations He Himself gave of how matters would come to pass.
But although ye are not altogether uncensurable for not receiving
His word, yet fear not, but come, see the place where He lay and
satisfy yourselves that now His words have been fulfilled. The
grave holds Him no longer. Such were the two companies, and
such was the message that Christ’s resurrection conveyed to each
company.

We may briefly attend to a few things that present themselves
in the words of our text.

I.—Who it is that lay in the empty grave?

II.—He did lie there, for it was His place.

III.—He lay there now no longer, it was His place no more.

IV.—The message that His resurrection conveys.

V.—The invitation to see the empty grave, and how this teaches,
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