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Nations and Their Gods

Jeremiah’s time was one of great departure from the worship of the true
God. This led the Lord to ask, through the prophet: “Hath a nation changed

their gods, which are yet no gods? But My people have changed their glory
for that which doth not profit?” (Jer 2:11). It must have been something
unheard of for any country to give up the gods that previous generations had
worshipped and to follow a new religion – even although none of these gods
had any actual existence. Yet there was one exception to this constancy in
religion: the followers of Jehovah – the true God, the God who really existed,
the God who did good to His people, and who was their glory – had turned
away from Him and had taken up idolatry. And the folly of doing so is
illustrated in the way the Psalmist describes the idolatry of the children of
Israel at Mount Sinai: “They changed their glory into the similitude of an ox
that eateth grass” (Ps 106:20).

There was no reason for Satan to tempt other peoples to give up their
particular idols for others, but he could see any number of reasons to tempt
the people of Israel and Judah to forsake their God and to follow idols. Those
who succumbed to these temptations had never been sincere followers of the
Lord, but Satan well knew that once they became idolaters, they were so much
less likely to forsake his kingdom and begin to trust in the Lord, to fear Him
and to love Him with all their heart. These things might yet happen in the
goodness of God, if He would cause them to recall something from His Word
and if He would apply that truth to their souls. But, in departing from God,
they hardened their hearts; they became more resistant to the truth, making
it much more unlikely that they would ever be saved.

Over the past century and more, many have departed from Christianity,
even from congregations that remained faithful to the truths of God’s Word.
Again, we can believe that Satan was very active with his temptations; he
fully realised the advantages to his kingdom if sinners would leave off attend-
ing public worship, if they would give up reading the Bible and stop praying.
Then he would be so much less likely to lose them to the kingdom of God;
he would keep them going along the broad way that leads to everlasting
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destruction. So he has been doing his utmost to influence sinners brought up
under the gospel to consider the world and its ways attractive, to immerse
themselves in sinful entertainments, to make idols of possessions and of
worldly companions, while tempting them to believe that Christianity, especi-
ally biblical Christianity, is completely out of date – something that no self-
respecting modern individual should have any connection with.

Clearly the Bible has been losing its authority over the people of countries
such as the United Kingdom and the United States for many years. One result
has been the passing of laws which are completely out of line with God’s
commands: for instance, those legalising abortion and same-sex marriage.
And proposals to allow assisted suicide rear their ugly heads from time to
time, while it is already legal in countries such as Canada and the Nether-
lands. When people change their religion, they also change their morality
and it does not profit. Propagandists, from the present President of the United
States downwards, have trumpeted the idea that a woman should have control
over her own body, which, when translated, means that she has a right to
have her unborn child disposed of – to have an actual human being killed,
not a potential person.

There were two huge influences on Protestant countries in particular, in
the nineteenth century, leading them to change their gods. One had its
greatest effect on the Church, the other on science, but they both had major
effects on society in general. The first was Higher Criticism, a set of theories
about how the Bible came into existence. The details of nineteenth-century
theories have been largely forgotten, but they undermined confidence in the
inspiration and infallibility of the whole of Scripture. It was particularly
those theories that were undermining confidence in the reliability of Scripture
in the nineteenth-century Free Church of Scotland – a main factor in the
need for the formation of the Free Presbyterian Church as a separate body.
And when large swathes of the Christian Church throughout the world were
losing a sense of the accuracy and authority of God’s revelation, it could
hardly be expected that the world would retain any great respect for what is
the foundation of all proper religious thinking.

The second influence was the theory of evolution. Charles Darwin was
not the first to promote the idea of evolution, but his books, particularly The
Origin of Species, first published in 1859, gave the theory a major boost. If
everything came into existence, as people increasingly believed, by a whole
series of small natural changes, occurring randomly, then there was no need
to believe in a divine Creator, and people were left with the feeling that there
was no compelling reason to believe in God at all.

They changed their religion and it did not profit them. Let us notice two 
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very serious and negative consequences of the change. The first is that those
who do not believe in God have no one to go to when they are in trouble –
no one, that is, greater than themselves and their fellow human beings, no
one who is able to give effective help. On the other hand, how many true
Christians have found support in times of trouble, in both the spiritual realm
and the temporal! They have obeyed the call, “Let us . . . come boldly unto
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need”. It is “Jesus the Son of God” who is King on that throne, the “high
priest which [can] be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; [for He]
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:14-16).

The second consequence follows from the fact that we must die and enter
into the presence of God. And “what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mk 8:36). And what shall it profit
him if he will fill his days with godless enjoyment without considering his
latter end in the light of God’s revelation? He is not fit for heaven and the
only alternative is endless punishment in hell – not least for turning away
from Christ, the fountain of living water, which is graciously revealed in
Scripture. What profit is there for anyone in turning away from true religion
in the hope of living the most wonderful life, according to the standards of
the world in any particular age, if death will find them unprepared?

Most people today in formerly-Christian countries feel free to seek enjoy-
ment in any way they choose, without the restraint of biblical precepts, such
as the Seventh Commandment and the Fourth. But God does exist, and He
has spoken. He has given a revelation which is perfectly reliable and absolute-
ly authoritative. Accordingly, a solemn obligation lies on everyone who has
ever come in contact with the Bible and its teachings to believe these truths,
to study them and to put them into practice. It is worth adding that those
who turn away from a Christianity which aims to keep to the full revelation
of Scripture, and follow instead what is less scriptural, either in doctrine or
practice, or both, are acting foolishly; it will not profit.

Is there any hope that the tide will turn, that godless sinners will give up
their secular outlook and seek the Lord and that nations will embrace the true
religion? Of course there is. Yet we cannot tell when “all the ends of the
world shall remember and turn unto the Lord” (Ps 22:27). We know it will
happen, because God has revealed it, and we know too that it is He who
must bring about that turning of the tide; it is beyond human power. But God
works through means, such as the circulation of the Scriptures, the preaching
of the gospel and the witness of individual Christians. Let God’s children
pray earnestly that it would please Him to give the Holy Spirit to bless His
Word powerfully wherever sinners read it or hear it proclaimed.
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Walking with God1

A Sermon by John Macdonald
Genesis 5:24. Enoch walked with God.

The Christian should ever have a watchful attitude. As the eyes of a servant
are to his master, or of a child to his father, so ought the believer to have

his faith directed to his God. He should especially seat himself under the vast
heaven of providence and, with the telescope of the Word, sweep the whole
canopy of events and movements of providence, for these fulfill God’s will
and are rich revelations to the children of men of His character.

We invite those of you who are thus minded to turn aside with us for a
little to behold by faith one wonderful movement of God’s arm which took
place nearly 5000 years ago, when one bright luminary among the patriarchs
suddenly disappeared from man’s vision and re-appeared, as quickly, in the
presence of the angels of glory. Behold your Lord, by an extraordinary and
sovereign act snatching Enoch His servant, from this sinful, mortal world,
divesting him at once of all corruption and mortality, transporting him to His
kingdom of glory, and setting him there as his first crown jewel, perfected
from among men in soul and body, for eternity. Such a singular procedure
was only once repeated, in the case of Elijah, the great prophet and reformer
of Israel. Surely then there is something worthy of note in this, the first of
the two cases of deathless translation.

Now, what was the character of this man Enoch, whom God delighted so
to honour, and in whose translation He gave so clear a manifestation of what
God most loves and which He will have near to Him in heaven? That charac-
ter is simply described in these few words, “Enoch walked with God”. This
was what so much pleased God – never was a biography written like this:
“Enoch walked with God, and he was not; for God took him”. If the Christian
can have an object of envy, it must be such a character as that and such an
end, though in another form.

It forthwith becomes our duty to seek after and practise, with all our
might, what we know to be good and pleasing in the sight of God, even as
the Lord Jesus Christ says, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do
them”, and as also His blessed apostle says, “And truly our fellowship is
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full.”
1Taken, with editing, from Precious Seed, Discourses by Scottish Worthies. Macdonald
(1779-1849) was latterly a minister on the Black Isle. He often  preached away from home
and his ministry was greatly blessed. Do Thyself No Harm, a first volume of his Works,
has been published by Reformation Press; it is available from the F P Bookroom.



Walking with God 261

Let us then direct New Testament light to this Old Testament fact, especial-
ly as we find that light concentrated on this very case in Hebrews 11:5-6.
And may the Lord the Spirit enlighten us!

1. The first idea that strikes us on this subject is that, if Enoch walked
with God, he must have been reconciled to God and God to him. Reconcili-
ation is essential to a godly life. God and man are at variance on account of
sin; man hates the holy character of God, and God hates man’s unholy
character. God is angry with man’s sin; and man is angry with God on this
account. The sentence of eternal death is upon man for his rebellion, hatred
and anger towards his Lord, and the sinner contends unto death against this
sentence of justice and so sinks deeper and deeper under the curse. Such was
the original condition of Enoch and of every saint now in heaven, as well as
of every believer now existing on earth.

How is this variance removed? How is reconciliation effected? How shall
the sentence of death be executed that God’s anger may be removed, the
curse cancelled, the enmity of the sinner slain and himself justified? The
world groans for an answer, but can find none from all her children; there-
fore the world, being unreconciled, cannot walk with God.

But the gospel tells us: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them”. In the cross, or sacrificial
death of Christ, the enmity was slain and peace was made. In the sacrifice
of Christ, the evil of sin is seen and its guilt punished. The character of God
as a sovereign was honoured, and the authority of His law magnified, in the
sentence of death being fulfilled and the curse fully executed; so God may
now righteously and graciously forgive whom He pleases and reconcile to
Himself the guiltiest of Adam’s race.

In this cross of Christ too, man sees the love of God displayed infinitely
and also the loveliness of His character. And being humbled in the dust on
account of his own vileness and enmity, man seeks reconciliation with his
blessed and beloved Sovereign. Finding the way open, and hearing the
invitation, “Be ye reconciled”, he enters in and finds peace for his soul.
“Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ; by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we
stand.” The first promise and the ordinance of sacrifice were the avenues by
which Enoch entered into a state of reconciliation with his God. And by the
gospel of the grace of the Lord we must now become the “friends of God”
and walk with Him in all godliness of life. “Blessed is the people that know
the joyful sound; they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of Thy countenance.
In Thy name shall they rejoice all the day; and in Thy righteousness shall
they be exalted.”
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2. Renewal of spirit must also be understood as necessary in order to walk
with God. As a fallen being, man is the very opposite of God, instead of being
His image as at first. There is no congeniality of spirit, no oneness of mind
between them. God is sovereign, but man is rebellious; God is spiritual, but
man is carnal; God is holy and righteous, but man is unholy and unrighteous;
God is light, but man is darkness; God is love, but man is hatred. How can
parties, so different in character, ever walk together in real unity of mind,
even if a reconciled relationship is established? There cannot be this walking
together without a change in one of the parties. But God cannot change – He
is good and unchangeably perfect. Man then must be changed, in order to
correspond with his Lord.

But how shall he be changed in his inward nature? How shall he become
a new creature? How shall he be born when he is old? Again the world groans
for an answer, but in vain; her sons cannot solve the problem. Therefore the
world unrenewed cannot walk with her God. But in the gospel it is said that
a man may be “born again . . . of the Spirit”, and so he shall “enter into the
kingdom of God”. By the regenerating work of the Holy Ghost, a man
becomes partaker of “the divine nature”. Being “born of the flesh”, he is
flesh; but being “born of the Spirit”, he is spirit, or becomes like the Holy
Spirit. The life of God is in him, like a fountain of living water. His under-
standing is enlightened, so that he knows his Lord; his heart is renewed,
so that he loves his Lord; his conscience is purified, so that he waits upon
his Lord.

He is thus given a capacity for walking with God in spirit and in truth.
Reconciled in state and conformed in nature, the foundation of a blessed
union is laid; and as regeneration grows up into full sanctification, and grace
advances towards glory, so does the soul draw nearer to its God. There are
inward and sore conflicts with indwelling sin, and there are outward and
painful trials, for the Lord’s sake, but all these only send the believer more
into the presence of his God and make him more fit for dwelling with Him
for evermore. Thus Enoch was sanctified and ripened for heaven. That Spirit
who ministered in the patriarchs – who strove with sinners before the flood,
until in anger He left them – worked effectually in Enoch then and has
continued His gracious ministration in all saints to this day. And it is just in
proportion as we walk in the Spirit that we shall walk with God. Let us re-
member and hold fast this precious promise, “I will put My Spirit within
you, and cause you to walk in My statutes; and ye shall be My people, and
I will be your God” (Ezek 36:27,28).

3. In order to walk with God, we must have faith. God is a Spirit, invisible
to the flesh. Therefore, in order to commune with Him, we must have some
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corresponding spiritual power and some corresponding spiritual medium of
sight. That medium is divine truth, however it may be revealed; to the soul
it is light in which God is manifested. The power by which we see is faith;
for faith is to receive light from the Word and to apprehend the objects set
forth. “Faith is the substance [or confidence] of things hoped for, the evidence
[or conviction] of things not seen.” Enoch had this faith, for it is written: “By
faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found,
because God had translated him; for before his translation he had this testi-
mony, that he pleased God. But without faith it is impossible to please Him;
for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek Him” (Heb 11:5-6).

Such faith we must have. Testimony being to faith what light is to the eye,
we must see God revealed in His Word, as we see the sun revealed in its
own rays; and so we may walk in the brightness of His face. Enoch saw God
revealed in the promise and in sacrifice, and on Him so seen he firmly be-
lieved. No image made by hands, no imagination of the mind, can take the
place of faith. When the gospel of Christ comes in word to us, and the Holy
Spirit comes with power within us, then we meet with God in Christ reconcil-
ing us unto Himself. True faith never rests in the mere Word, even as the eye
does not rest in the light; it passes on to the substantial object revealed in the
truth and terminates there. Such is the living faith of a true saint who walks
with God according to His varied manifestations.

When faith beholds Him in His glory, Humility falls down at His feet and
worships Him. Zeal bows his head clad in armour and says, Lord, here am
I, send me. Hope fixes her pure eye on His everlasting throne and whispers,
He is the same, yesterday, today and for ever. Joy takes up his harp of grace,
and sings, “Upon the harp will I praise Thee, O God My God”. Sorrow wipes
her wet cheek and adds in a plaintive voice, “Why art thou cast down, O my
soul, and why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God.” Patience
takes up his cross and girds up his loins, saying, Thou doest all things well.
And Love, with fixed, unwavering gaze, silently drinks in the divine glory
and unconsciously shines – reflecting, like Stephen’s face, the lustre of the
heavenly throne. Let us seek such faith as this! Let us seek the power of faith
from the Spirit, the medium of it from the gospel, the object of it in God the
Father, and the end of it in the salvation of our souls by Jesus Christ. “Lord,
increase our faith.”

4. Personal communion with God is certainly involved in walking with
Him. This naturally springs out of that living faith of which we have just
spoken, which is, in fact, the life of faith in exercise. When the Apostle John
describes the chief privilege of believers, he says, “Truly our fellowship is
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with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ”. Who can read over the
Book of Psalms without observing how it overflows with such communion?
And who can study the Epistles without seeing that communion with the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit constitutes the joy and glory of a saint’s
life in this world? There is a mutual acquaintance between the Lord and
His people. He “knoweth them that are His”, and they know Him in whom
they believe.

There is a mutual communication of mind between them; they make
known their needs and requests unto God, and He reveals Himself to them
as their Father, Redeemer and Comforter. There is reciprocity of action, in
giving and receiving. The Lord gives Himself to them as their covenant God,
and they give themselves to Him as His covenant people. The souls of the
saints of God are affected by a sense of His presence or absence, His smile
or His frown, His favour or His displeasure. They seek Him, they thirst for
Him, they faint for Him, they cry out for Him, and He is found of them.
“When Thou saidst, Seek ye My face, my heart said unto Thee, Thy face,
Lord, will I seek.” In prayer they speak to God; in His Word, they hear Him;
on His Sabbaths, they rest with Him; in His sacraments, they taste and
handle the pledges of His love; in meditation, they walk in His secret
chamber; in worship, they are openly with Him in His courts.

God’s people go forth to meet Him in the dispensations of His providence,
sometimes lifting up their faces for joy in the bright sunshine, sometimes
covering their heads for sorrow and shame. Sometimes He takes them up
into His chariot for a little while in triumph; at other times they lie with their
faces in the dust, while He passes by. In the discharge of duty, saints seek
communion with their Lord. They desire always to have Him as their witness
and their helper, to have Him present with them as the supreme end of their
activity. They would make their own business the Lord’s service, and so
they would commune with Him constantly in all the common details of life.
This is the triumph, this is the crown of godliness, in this world. Blessed is
the man who thus walks up and down with his God.

Men may, and do, deny that there is any such divine fellowship, but the
Christian, holding the Bible in his hand, can return the sigh of compassion
for the smile of scorn. Poor men, says he, they are blind and therefore they
say there is no sun and that we have no communion with its rays. Lord, grant
them their sight; then they shall see the sun, and their fellowship shall be
with us. Let us seek such personal communion with God and we shall then
understand the benediction: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all”.

5. Separation from an evil world must evidently arise out of a life of
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communion with God. Enoch was distinguished from the men of his day by
his holy walk. He stood alone, as an oak in the midst of the tempest, as a
rock amidst the raging of the sea. He was a witness for God against the world,
and he constantly rebuked the rampant ungodliness by which he was surroun-
ded. It is vain to think that we can walk with God and with the world too.
We must separate ourselves from the world’s principle, for it is pride; we
must separate from its practice, for it is rebellion; we must separate from its
profession, for it is hypocrisy; we must separate from its purpose, for it is
selfishness. We must shine as lights, making manifest the evil that is around
us, bearing testimony for God and against sinners, even unto death; despising
the world’s censure as dross and counting its reproach as the dust under our
feet. “The friendship of the world is enmity with God,” are the words of
the divine Spirit; it is also written: “If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him”.

The world hates the character and the law of God, in proportion as these
are made manifest, or brought into contact with its pleasures or pursuits. It
therefore hates the people of Christ in proportion to their holiness or con-
formity to Him. O let us separate from such a world, except to do it good!
And let us remember that they who live with the world must also die with it
and share its doom for ever. The grand test of separation is in adherence to
God’s authority and God’s grace; sinful men cannot endure these two things
in practice. And if we abide steadfastly in them, we shall soon find that the
world itself declares that we do not belong to it. Let us never forget that de-
scription of true saints, embodied in Christ’s intercessory prayer: “They are
not of the world, even as I am not of the world”. They of whom this cannot
truly be said have no place in Christ’s intercession, and if this is so, who
shall bless them?

6. Patient continuance unto the end is included in Enoch’s walking with
God; for it was only interrupted by his passage to glory. They who truly
walk with God will not be deterred by obstacles, for greater is He that is with
them than all who can be against them. They will not be deterred by con-
scious weakness, for God’s “strength is made perfect in weakness”. They
will not be afraid of the world, for Christ has said, “Be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world”. Indwelling sin shall not prevail to destroy them, for
it is written: “Sin shall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under the
law, but under grace”. They shall be found glorying in tribulation, because
it “worketh patience; and patience experience; and experience hope”.

The Spirit of God dwelling within them, and the Son of God interceding
for them, and the fatherly love of God resting on them, according to the
eternal covenant, they are thus kept “through faith unto salvation”. Their
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duty is to walk in this their privilege, even to the end. Enoch, while walking
with God from day to day, was suddenly removed to glory. So shall it
be with the saints of the Lord now. Some day – when groaning under the
evils of life, it may be – you shall receive a summons in your mortal bodies
to depart and be with the Lord for ever. Then you shall see Enoch, and
above all you shall see Enoch’s God. Blessed are the people whom the Lord,
when He comes, shall find waiting for Him; they shall enter into the joy of
their Lord.

Are there saints before me at this time? To you I say, happy are you,
however few and despised by the world. Go on and fear no evil. Walk as
reconciled with God, through the constant reception and sprinkling of the
precious blood of Christ. Walk in conformity of mind, by a constant submis-
sion of yourselves to the blessed Spirit of grace. Walk in lively faith in the
divine testimony. Walk in personal communion with the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, carrying on spiritual and heavenly communion, praying “without
ceasing”. Walk in nonconformity to the world; although in it, do not be of
it; adhere always to the Lord’s Word, grace and cause. Walk also in patience,
“giving thanks always for all things” and “casting all your care upon Him,
for He careth for you”.

As you value your soul’s salvation, the honour of your Lord and Saviour,
and the good of your fellow men – as you would value a holy and useful life,
or a blessed and glorious eternity; as you would be Christians indeed and be
found accepted at the coming of your Lord – let me beseech you to walk
closely with your God. At last you shall hear a voice say, “Come up hither”.
And when you have gone up, men will say of you too, in your measure:
These walked with God among us; and now, they are not; for He has taken
them. Arise, let us follow them.

Men of the world, God knows you, for I speak for Him, and He knows all
the secrets of your hearts as they are directed towards Himself. You do not
walk with Him, nor do you seek to do so. Self is your god, and according to
your own course. You are not reconciled through the blood of Christ; you
walk unrenewed in the spirit of your minds; and you have no living faith in
the living God. You treat Him as an infinite shadow, and His Son as an
incarnate creed. You seek no communion with the Father of your spirits, but
you love His enemies and you rejoice in the company of hypocrites, apostates,
Sabbath-breakers, fornicators, swearers and infidels. The very idea of walking
with God is a mystery to you, or else a nonentity.

Now we beseech you to reflect, to repent, to turn from this most unnatural
state of estrangement from God. In His name, and by His authority, we be-
seech you, “Be ye reconciled” to Him. Behold the cross, the symbol of peace,
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the meeting place of souls for pardon, the starting point of walking with
God; behold that cross revealed to you, for we preach to you “Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified”. Come, be reconciled. Lay down your enmity and take
up God’s friendship. Lay down your guilt and take up a free pardon. Lay
down the flesh and take up the spirit. Lay down sight and take up faith.
Lay down the world and take up heaven. Lay down your self-righteous
works and take up grace. Lay down sin and take up salvation. Lay down
time and take up eternity. Lay down care and take up peace. Lay down sorrow
and despair, and take up joy and hope. Lay down all evil and take up all
good. All, all this is free to you at the cross of Christ.

You are welcome; you are invited; you are besought; you are commanded
to do all this freely, “without money and without price”. Arise then, my
fellow-sinners, arise. Seek the Lord while He may be found, and walk and
commune with Him. Be “followers of them who through faith and patience
[now] inherit the promises” and are with Enoch in heavenly glory.

Weak Gracious Souls Encouraged (1)1

Thomas Brooks

Consider that probabilities of grace, of sincerity, of an interest in Christ,
and of salvation, may be a very great support, and a special cordial

and comfort to many precious Christians that lack that sweet and blessed
assurance that their souls do earnestly long after. There are doubtless many
thousands of “the precious sons” and daughters “of Zion, comparable to fine
gold” (Lam 4:2), that do not have a clear and full assurance of their interest
in Christ, nor of the saving work of God upon their souls; yet they are able
to plead many probabilities of grace and of an interest in Christ. Now doubt-
less probabilities of grace and of an interest in Christ may serve to keep off
fears and doubts, and darkness and sadness, and all rash and peremptory
conclusions against a man’s own soul and his everlasting welfare. They may
contribute very much to keeping up a great deal of peace, comfort and quiet-
ness in his soul. The probable grounds that you have grace, and that God has
begun to work powerfully and savingly upon you, are mercies that are worth
more than ten thousand worlds. Will you please dwell seriously and often on
these ten particulars.

[1.] Though many weak gracious souls do not enjoy communion with God
1Taken, with editing, from A Cabinet of Jewels, in Brooks’ Works, vol 3. Five further
points will appear in a future issue of the Magazine, God willing. Brooks (1608-80) was
a noted Puritan minister.
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in joy and delight, yet they do enjoy communion with God in sorrow and
tears (Hos 12:4; Is 38:3; Ps 51:17). A man may have communion with God
in a heart-humbling, a heart-melting and a heart-abasing way, when he has
no communion with God in a heart-reviving, a heart-cheering and a heart-
comforting way. It is a very great mistake among many weak, tender-spirited
Christians to think that they have no communion with God in duties, un-
less they meet with God embracing and kissing, cheering and comforting
their souls.

O that all Christians would remember once for all that a Christian may
have as real communion with God in a heart-humbling way as he can have
in a heart-comforting way (Jn 20:11-19). A Christian may have as choice
communion with God when his eyes are full of tears as he can have when his
heart is full of joy. When a godly man upon his dying bed was asked which
were his most joyful days, either those before his conversion or those since
his conversion, he cried out, “O give me my mourning days again; give me
my mourning days again, for they were my joyfullest days”. Many times a
poor Christian has more joy in his heart when his eyes are full of tears.

[2.] Though many poor, weak, doubting, trembling Christians dare not
say that they love the Lord Jesus Christ, yet they dare say that they would
love the Lord Jesus Christ with all their hearts and with all their souls, and
they dare say that, if it were in their power, they would even shed tears of
blood because they cannot love Christ both as they would and as they
should.2 Blessed John Bradford would sit and weep at dinner till the tears fell
on his plate, because he could love God no more. So the poor, doubting,
trembling Christian mourns and laments because he can love Christ no more.
“A man may love gold and yet not have it, but no man loves God but he is
sure to have God,” says Augustine. A good man once cried out, “I had rather
have one Christ than a thousand worlds”.

[3.] Though many poor, weak, doubting, trembling Christians dare not
say that they have grace, yet they dare say that they prize the least dram of
grace above all the gold and silver of the Indies. If all the world was a lump
of gold, and in their hands to dispose of it, they would give it for grace –
yea, for a little grace. Now certainly no man can thus prize grace highly but
he that has grace. No man sees the worth and lustre of grace, no man sees a
beauty and excellency in grace, and no man can value grace above the gold
of Ophir, but he whose heart has been changed and whose eyes have been
opened by the Spirit of grace.

[4.] Though many poor, doubting, trembling Christians dare not say that
2It was a famous saying of Augustine: He does not love Christ at all that does not love
Christ above all.
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their condition is good, that their condition is safe and happy, yet they dare
say that they would not for ten thousand worlds change their condition with
the vain, debauched men of the world, who delight in sin, who wallow in sin,
who make a sport of sin, and who live under the reign and dominion of sin.
They had rather, with Lazarus, be full of sores and full of needs, and live and
die in rags and, after all, be carried by angels into Abraham’s bosom, than
to fare sumptuously every day and be clothed gloriously, with the rich man,
and perish eternally (Lk 16). Though they are poor and wicked men are rich,
though they are brought low and wicked men exalted, though they are empty
and wicked men full, though they are low and wicked men high, though they
enjoy nothing and wicked men enjoy everything, yet they would not change
conditions with them, for as many worlds as there be men in this world.

[5.] Though poor, doubting, staggering, trembling Christians dare not say
that they do not sin, because “there is not a just man upon the earth, that
doeth good and sinneth not” (Ecc 7:20), and because no man “can say, I
have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin” (Prov 20:9), and because
“in many things we offend all” (Jas 3:2), and because “if we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 Jn 1:8, 3:6,8-
10); yet they dare say that they would not willingly, wilfully, wickedly,
resolutely, maliciously and habitually sin against the Lord to gain the whole
world. Though they dare not say they do not sin, yet they dare say that, if
they might have their choice, they would never dishonour God more, or
crucify the Lord of glory more, or grieve the Spirit of grace more, or wound
conscience more, or cloud the face of God more, or darken their evidences
for heaven more, or interrupt their communion with God more.

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria (2)1

George Hutcheson
John 4:7-9. There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith
unto her, Give Me to drink. (For His disciples were gone away unto the city
to buy meat.) Then saith the woman of Samaria unto Him, How is it that
Thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for
the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

1. Providence may be intending much mercy to those who are unworthy
of it and are little minding it; for this “woman of Samaria”, who was a

vile woman, came to draw water and minded nothing else. Yet providence
1These are the “Doctrines”, or lessons, as edited, that Hutcheson (1626-74) draws from
these verses, in his Exposition of the Gospel of John.
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made her meet with the Saviour of sinners, when He was actually under the
feeling of our infirmities, being weary and thirsty, and so a suitable Lord to
deal with a woman so unconscious of God’s law.

2. It is no strange thing to see Christ and His followers in great need of
outward things – to see them need a drink of water and have scarcely anyone
willing to supply them and to have their dinner to seek at dinner-time, for
our humbled Lord has sanctified these things to His followers in His own
Person. By this need He has recovered their right to outward benefits, which
was forfeited in Adam.

3. Christ humbled Himself and became poor, that through His poverty we
might become rich. Yet has He also left an example to His lowliest followers
of studying an honest way of living and providing for their subsistence, and
not by scandalous begging, or by being burdensome to others, for He sent
His disciples to buy food.

4. There may be something between Christ and those He will do good to
that it is not fitting that even disciples should know. Therefore, among other
causes, “the disciples were gone away unto the city”, that they might not be
witnesses to Christ’s ripping up of her shameful fault in this conference, nor
to her sins in what she said to Him.

5. It is a commendable practice in men to be constant in their habit and
fashions, and not affect novelty in them; for in this Christ has given an
example, being known at first to be a Jew by His dress and language.

6. It need not seem strange if Christ or His people are not only in need and
get no supply, but are mocked and insulted in their necessities by those
who may help them; for Christ, being thirsty, gets a taunt instead of a drink
(compare John 19:28,29 with Ps 69:21).

7. Contentions about religion are ordinarily very hot, and lead not only to
the alienation of affections, but even to breaking the bonds of civil society and
converse. So it was here: “the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans”.

8. It is from a malicious heart to insult any over their miseries and to take
advantage of the misery of those they hate to do them all the spite they can;
for her taunt implies as much: “How is it that Thou, being a Jew, askest
drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings
with the Samaritans”. It is as if she had said, You do not regard us at other
times, but now, when you are in need, you seek us, and therefore I will not
answer Thee.

9. Self-love is so deeply rooted in everyone that even the basest cannot
endure to be despised; for the ground of her quarrel is that they were despised
by the Jews: “the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans”.

10. Christ is a Lord who will not hold back because of any impediment,
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but will come over them all to reconcile sinners to Himself; for He keeps no
such distance with Samaritans, nor with an immoral woman among them,
and counts it His glory to take so sinful a creature.

David Ross (1)1

Rev Ewen MacQueen

David Ross was born at Milton, Evelix, near Dornoch. It is not likely, as
I heard from his own mouth, that he was very strong when he was a

child. At one time, he told us, he was so weak that his parents gave up hope
of his recovery. As was customary for parents who had a care for their own
souls and those of their children, his father went to fetch a man, highly
regarded in the community as one who had the mind of Christ, that he might
conduct family worship beside, as they thought, the deathbed of the child.
The man went with David’s father and performed this duty. When he rose
from his knees, he looked the child’s father in the face and said, “You are
expecting his death, but I tell you he will be at the head of your cortege going

1This article is the first part of a translation of an account of the life of David Ross,
Dornoch, which was written in Gaelic. The first articles were printed in volume 22 of The
Free Presbyterian Magazine.

Having been the minister of the Dornoch congregation from 1903 until 1912, Mr
MacQueen was well placed to put on record what we have here of the life, walk and
conversation of this beloved and faithful Christian man; he was also well qualified to do
so. Having known, and possibly spent some time in the company of, some of the well-
known and eminently godly worthies of the past, such as Alexander Gair, Joseph MacKay
and Peter Stewart, David might well be regarded as one of the last links with them. Before
his death, Rev Archibald Cook (1788-1865) spoke of the famine of hearing the words of
Lord which he saw approaching and alluded to the feelings of a godly Israelite as he saw
the ark – “the symbol of God’s presence” – being “carried over the brow of the hill into the
land of the Philistines” as akin to his own feelings as he looked into the future. “I bless
the Lord,” he said, “that I got a glimpse of the ark before it has been quite taken away out
of this land.”

Since David Ross was 47 years of age when these words were uttered, we take it that
he also had knowledge and experience of the godliness which marked that generation
whose departure the Daviot minister lamented. He lived to see the departure of the Free
Church of Scotland from the foundation on which it was set at the Disruption. When the
Declaratory Act was passed, it constitutionally ceased to be that body although still
retaining the name. David Ross, as might be expected, joined those who separated from
it and, in doing so, took with them unimpaired the constitution of the Disruption Free
Church. They took the name Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. For clarity and to
avoid confusion, the name was changed, but the constitution remained intact.

[This footnote was written by Rev John MacLeod, who translated these articles.]
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into the town of Dornoch”. And as he said, so it was fulfilled. From that day
David progressed back to health and, as the godly man said, David would
say, “I went bare-headed, bare-footed, at the head of the cortege to the grave”. 

He was thus, while yet young, left an orphan, but there was every appear-
ance that the One of whom it is written, that He is “the widow’s stay, the
orphan’s help”, was leading David’s soul to Himself. Before reaching nine
years of age he took delight in secret prayer.

It would appear that his father did not leave enough money to keep, for
long, a widow and orphans comfortably provided for, and David, while yet
in his teens, was employed by a farmer as a keeper of calves. This farmer
was in Kirkton, above Golspie. The farmer had many servants, some of them
very uncouth, given to swearing and other evils. David was among them as
Daniel in Nebuchadnezzar’s palace, without defiling his soul. He was to be
found morning and evening, and at other times also, in the calves’ compound
pouring out his soul in the ears of Him who has said, “Those that seek Me
early shall find Me”. And the farmer would be setting up David and his con-
duct before the swearing men saying, “You should learn a lesson from the
keeper of the calves and be ashamed of your own conduct”. Although he was
of the world himself, he saw that David was in every way in a more enviable
state than the strong, grown-up men who were the servants of Satan.

At that time there was an eminent man in Backies, above Dunrobin,
whose name was George Graham. David found his way to his house and, in
the nights throughout the winter, when he had fed the calves, he took himself
off to George’s house. When George would see him coming, he would give
him a very affectionate welcome; and because his own heart had been warmed
by the love of Christ, he would begin to speak to David of his Beloved. And
many a time, when David was an old man, he would tell us many savoury
things about George Graham.

It would seem that Alexander Gair, who was an object of fear to graceless
ministers, came to see George, and a few godly men accompanied him. When
they came in through the door and George saw them, he arose before them in
a welcoming way and said, “My friends of my company, have you come?”
But he feared that his spirit went out too far to men and he rebuked himself,
saying, “But it’s not you that would serve my purpose”. At that Alexander
Gair playfully said, “If we will not do for you, who would supply your need”?
To which George replied, “You are good to help in time of need”. Before
these warriors parted they had a warm night together. Food was arranged
and George was made to ask the blessing. When he began, he called upon
the name of the Lord, saying, “Pity Thy poor sheep that are toothless, and
who are tethered by unbelief in the wilds of discouragement”. . . .
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It seems at this particular time [at Kirkton] that David was allowed home
from Saturday till Monday. He left very early one Sabbath morning for
Creich, where the sacrament of the Supper was being administered that day.
It was at that time customary for ministers who feared God to offer an exhort-
ation after serving the table. This particular day it was Rev John Kennedy,
Redcastle, that exhorted the people, basing it on the words which Jacob put
into Esau’s mouth when he sent his servants with the herds to meet him:
“Whose art thou and whither goest thou?” The words and the handling of
them by the minister had a great effect on David’s soul. Until the day of his
death he would say, “I never heard such a sermon”. When he had to return
on Monday to the calves, we may be sure that his prayers in secret were not
less frequent.

His master held him in great esteem and, although he was but very young,
he laid upon him the responsibility of taking fattened heifers that he had sold
to a London butcher. This greatly troubled David, who had never been far
away from his birthplace, but the farmer convinced him that he had no one
as trustworthy as him to send with them. David asked permission to go and
consult George Graham and to ask him to pray for him if he was to go with
them. When David expressed his concern to George, George went out to the
barn, and after he had been there a while, as David would say, “pleading
with the upper side”, he came in and said, “You will go with them, poor
David, and you will prosper well from your departure until your return”.

The boat came into the port and the heifers were put on board, and as soon
as they cast off, the boat’s sail filled with wind until, three days later, they
were within the London river. It seems that the sailors themselves were
amazed at the headway they made, because one of them came to David and
said, “My boy, I believe that you must have a mother that is praying for you,
for I have been this long at sea, and in my lifetime I have never had a voyage
like this one”. David safely delivered the heifers and returned safely home.

He was now growing up, so he set his face towards the south. For several
years he remained there and, over that period, he sought the bread of life
from the mouths of those most spiritually minded in Glasgow at the time.
There was one whom he often spoke about, Jonathan Anderson. He was
wont to say that he was a spiritually minded man and that he never saw a
more orderly congregation than his under the preaching of the Word. At the
Disruption in 1843, there was no doubt in the mind of David as to which side
he should follow. He cast his lot in with the Free Church. 

Working with him there would be Irishmen and Lowlanders, and many
a thing he told us of these times. There was one Irishman of whom he often
spoke, who came under the influence of the truth; when he came to the
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knowledge of Christ, he would say, “What a pity that I did not know this
before I was born”. By this he meant that, if this knowledge had been his, he
would not have gone astray as he did. 

After spending some years in Glasgow, he returned home again to the
parish where he was born, and he had a small croft above Evelix. At that
time there were God-fearing men in the district and they were keeping a
prayer meeting every Saturday evening in a schoolhouse located above
David’s house, which was called the Birichen schoolhouse. David had a
speckled pony with which he brought home his peats. He had only one bag
to take home and when he saw the godly old men making their way to the
meeting, he thought that since he was only a young man, there would be no
harm in not letting the pony loose until the last bag had been taken home.
And as he would say himself, “The speckled pony and I got on happily”.

Everything went well until, on the road, they drew near to home, David
walking by the side of the grey pony. Without warning, the grey pony
jumped up and leapt onto the moor, himself and the cart. The peats were
scattered all over the place but the pony came to no harm, nor did the cart.
“But I was taught a lesson”, said David, “so that I never again put a harness
on the speckled pony on the evening of the prayer meeting nor did I myself
miss attending the meeting.” From that time David was found with the men
who delighted to make known their requests unto God, but he himself would
not be found engaging in public prayer.

The Love of Christ1

William Nixon
Revelation 1:5. Unto Him that loved us.

The love of Jesus passes knowledge. It fills immensity and eternity at once.
It is the theme of the universe. The saints on earth live upon it. The re-

deemed on high proclaim its wonders. The cherubim labour to penetrate and
lay open more and more its unfathomable depths. It feeds the fervour of the
seraphim. It forms the object of infinite delight to God Himself. This love of
Christ is the love, not of a mere man, or even of an angel or archangel, but
of a divine person, of One who is the same in substance with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, equal in power and glory. And it is love manifested, not to
illustrious and holy creatures, not even to such creatures as our first parents
when as yet they bore the image of God in paradise, but to fallen, rebellious,
1Taken with editing from The Christian’s Daily Companion. Nixon (1803-1900) was a
minister in Montrose.
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miserable creatures, who deserved no mercy, who merited nothing but wrath.
The history of the love of this glorious and gracious Redeemer to such

unworthy objects is indeed wonderful. In the depths of the eternity that is
past, the Son of God entered into a covenant with the Father, on behalf of
ruined sinners, in view of what He would do for them in the fullness of time.
From everlasting He rejoiced in the habitable parts of the earth, and His de-
light was with the sons of men. When our first parents fell and were full of
conscious guilt and fear and they tried to hide from the presence of Christ,
He came to the trembling culprits in the garden and declared Himself their
Saviour. After that, He often appeared in the most gracious manner to the
patriarchs, often in a human form – an intimation that, at the appointed
season, He was actually to become God manifested in the flesh and to dwell
with men upon the earth. He also continued in the midst of His ancient
people from the time of their deliverance out of Egypt, and onward through
all the successive ages of their history.

In His love and in His pity, He redeemed them and carried them all the
days of old. And many were the attractive manifestations which He made of
Himself, to familiarise them with His favourable presence and fill them with
holy confidence in His grace and truth. At length this high and holy One was
born into the world, after being long predicted, typified and looked for. Then
to make His love the more striking, He not only veiled His boundless glory
in our nature, but took our nature in its meanest and most afflicted form. He
descended, so far as that was possible, into the very lowest depths of our
suffering and wretchedness, that He might raise out of these depths even
the chief of sinners. His life on earth was, out of love to sinners, spent in
incessant dangers, labours and sufferings.

He went about continually doing good. He daily felt it more blessed to give
than to receive. He gave His time, His thoughts, His very life for sinners. He
wrought miracles of mercy on their bodies. He laboured to infuse peace into
their souls. He sought out the vilest places for His ministry, lingered in pity
over the vilest sinners, and let them hear almost nothing but words of peace.
He invited the labouring and heavy laden to come to Him for rest. He loved
the most repulsive sinners with a matchless love; and while they penitently
and gratefully washed His feet with their tears, He washed them from their
sins in His blood.

He stood on earth, He lived, He taught, He obeyed, He suffered, He died
as the surety of sinners. For them He suffered all the effects of sin. His life
commenced and was worn out in lowliness and endurance, amid privations
and pain, reproach and violence, sorrow and sighing. He was wounded and
stunned by the ingratitude, contempt and blasphemies which assailed Him
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on every side. He was afflicted by the conduct of His followers, by their ig-
norance, prejudices, carnality, fickleness and treachery, as well as by their
circumstances of discomfort and danger. He also bore the hostility of Satan
and his angels and foiled their most formidable assaults. He did not shrink
from His conflict with these powers of darkness until He had utterly van-
quished them and dragged them captive at His chariot wheels.

More than all, and to crown all, He bore the wrath of God due to them for
sin, until He sank into the agony of His abandonment and was brought to the
dust of death. Even then His love did not die. Even in the grave, He left
the indelible marks of His love by sanctifying that gloomy prison into a cheer-
ful resting-place for His people’s dust. Then He rose triumphant, went to
heaven and took possession of the inheritance which He had purchased for
Himself and for His people. There He is preparing mansions for them, into
which He is gradually gathering them from this lower world. There too He
intercedes for them. From thence also He sends the Spirit to intercede within
them. Thus He saves them to the uttermost and makes all things work to-
gether for their good.

Every past age has witnessed the actual fruits of His work as Saviour, in
sinners saved from sin and death and hell and brought to glory. At this
moment, there are on earth not a few who are living monuments of His grace
and power, who are washed from their sins in His blood, quickened by His
Spirit, and who shall live together with Him. In every age, sinners shall be
made to know His redeeming love, until the whole Church, with not one
member missing, is sanctified and cleansed with the washing of water by the
Word and presented to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle
or any such thing. Then the redeemed shall begin to ascribe glory and dom-
inion eternally to Jesus, for having loved them and washed them from their
sins in His blood, and made them kings unto God.

Impenitent sinners who continue to despise this love of Christ must soon
feel “the wrath of the Lamb”. Desponding inquirers after Christ may well
cast themselves upon the love of Him who is thus alike able and willing to
save them to the uttermost. Believers ought to seek from Him a mind en-
lightened and a heart renewed by God, and walk in His commandments and
ordinances blameless, as they would know more and more the love of Christ,
which passes knowledge.

Without pardon, a sinner would be the more miserable the nearer he was brought to
the throne of an offended God; and without holiness he would feel an indescribable
irksomeness in that state where there is nothing but what is holy. And where are
pardon and holiness acquired but on earth? J A James
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Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd1

John Newton

Just now that sweet expression of David occurred to my thoughts, “The
Lord is my Shepherd”. Permit me, without plan or premeditation, to make

a few observations upon it; and may your Lordship feel the peace, the
confidence, the blessedness which a believing application of the words is
suited to inspire.

The Socinians2 and others, in their foolish, laboured attempts to darken
the principal glory and foundation comfort of the gospel, employ their clever
but false argumentation against those texts which expressly and doctrinally
declare the Redeemer’s character. They exult if, in any manuscript or ancient
version, they can find a variation from the received copies which seems to
favour their cause. But we may refuse to accept the authority of disputed texts,
and maintain the truth against their cavils from the current language and tenor
of the whole Scripture. David’s words in Psalm 23 are a decisive proof that
Jesus is Jehovah, if they will but allow two things, which I think they cannot
deny: (1) the Saviour assumes to Himself the character of the Shepherd of
His people; (2) He did not come into the world to lessen those advantages
which the servants of God enjoyed before His incarnation.

From these statements, which cannot be disputed without setting aside the
whole New Testament, the conclusion is undeniable; for if Jehovah was
David’s Shepherd, unless Jesus is Jehovah, we who live under the gospel
have an unspeakable disadvantage, in being entrusted to the care of one who,
according to the Socinians, is a mere man, and, on the Arian3 scheme, is at
the most a creature, and infinitely short of possessing those perfections which
David contemplated in his Shepherd. He had a Shepherd whose wisdom and
power were infinite; and might therefore warrantably conclude he should not
want and need not fear. And we also may conclude the same if our Shepherd
is the Lord, or Jehovah, but not otherwise.

Besides, the very nature of the Shepherd’s work for such frail creatures,
as we are, requires those attributes which are incommunicably divine to
discharge it properly. He must intimately know every individual of the flock.
His eye must be upon every one of them, His ear open to their prayers,
and His arm stretched out for their relief, in all places and in all ages. Every
thought of every heart must be open to His view; and His wisdom must
1One of Newton’s “Letters to a Nobleman”, taken with editing from his Works, vol 1.
2They held many serious errors, but especially they denied the divinity of Christ.
3Arians deny that Christ is fully God and deny also that He is eternal. The sect known as
Jehovah’s Witnesses are Arian.
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penetrate, and His arm control and overrule, all the hidden and complicated
machinations of the powers of darkness. He must administer universal
providence, over all the nations, families and individuals on earth, or He could
not effectually help those who put their trust in Him, in that immense variety
of cases and circumstances which they experience.

Reason, as well as Scripture, may convince us that He who gathers the
outcasts of Israel – who heals the broken in heart, who upholds all that fall
and raises up all that are bowed down, and upon whom the eyes of all wait
for their support – can be no other than He who counts the number of the
stars and calls them all by their names, who is great in power and whose
understanding is infinite. To this purpose likewise the prophet Isaiah describes
this mighty Shepherd (40:9-17), both as to His person and office.

But is this not indeed the great mystery of godliness? How just is the
Apostle’s observation, that “no man can say, Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Ghost”! How astonishing the thought, that the Maker of heaven and earth,
the Holy One of Israel, before whose presence the earth shook, the heavens
dropped – when He displayed a faint emblem of His majesty upon Sinai –
should afterwards appear in the form of a servant and hang upon a cross, the
sport and scorn of wicked men!

I cannot wonder that to the wise men of the world this appears absurd,
unreasonable and impossible; yet to right reason, to reason enlightened and
sanctified, however amazing the statement may be, yet it appears true and
necessary that a holy God is pleased to pardon sinners in a way suited to
display the awe-inspiring glories of His justice. The same arguments which
prove the blood of bulls and goats insufficient to take away sin will also
demonstrate that the utmost doings or sufferings of men or angels are in-
sufficient. The Redeemer of sinners must be mighty; He must have a personal
dignity to stamp such a value on His undertakings, that thereby God may
appear just, as well as merciful, in justifying the ungodly for His sake; and
He must be all-sufficient to bless, and almighty to protect, those who come
to Him for safety and life.

Such a one is our Shepherd. This is He of whom we, through grace, are
enabled to say, We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. We are His
by every tie and by right: He made us, He redeemed us, He reclaimed us
from the hand of our enemies; and we are His by the voluntary surrender of
ourselves. Though we once slighted, despised and opposed Him, He made
us willing in the day of His power: He knocked at the door of our hearts; but
we (at least I) barred and fastened it against Him as much and as long as
possible; but when He revealed His love, we could stand out no longer. Like
sheep, we are weak, destitute, defenceless, prone to wander, unable to return
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and always surrounded with wolves; but all is made up in the fullness, ability,
wisdom, compassion, care and faithfulness of our great Shepherd. He guides,
protects, feeds, heals and restores, and will be our guide and our God even
until death. Then He will meet us, receive us, and present us unto Himself,
and we shall be near Him and like Him and with Him for ever.

What a subject is this! I trust it is the joy of your heart. Placed as you are
by His hand in a superior rank, you see and feel that the highest honours, and
the most important concerns that terminate with the present life, are as trivial
as the sports of children, in comparison with the views and the privileges
you derive from the glorious gospel; and your situation in life renders the
grace bestowed upon you the more conspicuous and distinguishing.

I have somewhere met with a similar reflection of Henry IV of France, to
this purpose: that, though many came into the world on the same day as he,
he was probably the only one among them that was born to be a king. Your
Lordship is acquainted with many who, if not born on the same day with
you, were born to titles, estates and honours; but how few of them were born
to the honour of making a public and consistent profession of the glorious
gospel! The hour is coming when all honours and possessions except this,
which comes from God, will be eclipsed and will vanish, and, “like the base-
less fabric of a vision, leave not a wreck behind”. How miserable will they
then be who must leave their all!

But grace and faith can make the lowest state of life supportable, and make
it most desirable to be dismissed from it. Of the former I have many living
proofs and witnesses around me. Your Lordship, I trust, will have a sweet
experience of the latter when, after having fulfilled the will of God in your
generation, you shall be called (in some yet distant day, I hope) to enter into
your Master’s joy. In the mean time, how valuable are life, talents, influence
and opportunities of every kind, if we are enabled to make good use of all and
lay it out for Him who has thus loved us, thus provided for us! As to myself,
I would hope there are few who have so clear a sense of their obligations to
Him, yet who make such unsuitable and feeble returns as I do. I think I have
a desire to serve Him better; but, alas, evil is present with me. Surely I shall
feel something like shame and regret for my coldness, even in heaven, for
I find I am never happier than when I am most ashamed of myself upon this
account here.

Repentance unto life is not a superficial emotion causing one, like King Saul or Judas,
to cry, “I have sinned”; but it is a deep, soul-moving affection, which makes men,
like David, cry, “I have sinned against the Lord”. It abhors all sin, however secret or
gainful or small it may be esteemed.  W S Plumer
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Book Reviews1

Grace and Glory, by Geerhardus Vos, published by the Banner of Truth
Trust, hardback, 303 pages, £12.50.

Here is a collection of sermons preached by the Professor of Biblical Theology
in Princeton Seminary from 1893 to 1932. Vos was born in 1862, in the
Netherlands, but emigrated to the USA in his late teens. When originally pub-
lished in 1922, the volume contained only six sermons, but a further 10 were
discovered in 1971, one of them delivered in Dutch (and subsequently trans-
lated into English). This is a reprint of the edition first published in 1994.

Most of the sermons in this volume were preached to the students of the
Seminary, which might suggest that they are pitched at a high intellectual
level. That description may contain some truth, but they are clearly expressed,
and are far more accessible than some of Vos’s other writings. No one with
a reasonable grasp of Scripture truth should find them overly difficult. The
texts on which he preached are taken from the Authorised Version, but some
of the other verses quoted depart from it, perhaps because the preacher was
quoting from memory.

As an example of his preaching, we may take a sermon entitled, “Rabboni!”,
based on John 20:16. Vos speaks of “Mary’s attitude towards Jesus, more
perhaps than any other disciple’s” as “characterised by that simple depen-
dence which is the consciousness of an ever present need. It was a matter of
faith, as much as of love, that made her differ at this time from the others.
Unmixed with further motives, the recognition of Jesus as the only refuge
from sin and death filled her heart. . . . And because she was animated by
this fundamental spiritual impulse, drawing her to the Saviour more irresistib-
ly than affection or sorrow could have done, therefore she could not but
continue seeking Him, even though unable for the moment to do anything
else than weep near His empty tomb.”

We may quote one more paragraph from this sermon: “We should be
thankful, then, for the grace of Christ which has so arranged it, that between
His rising from the dead and His departure for heaven a season of forty days
was interposed, a transition period, helping, as it were, the feebleness of our
faith in the act of apprehending His glory. Perhaps the Lord for the same
reason also intentionally placed His meeting with Mary at the threshold of
His resurrection life. Like other acts recorded in the fourth Gospel this act
rises above the momentary situation and acquires a symbolic significance,
enlarging before our eyes until it reveals Him in His priestly ministration
conducted from the throne of glory.”
1The books reviewed here may be obtained from the Free Presbyterian Bookroom.
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A Call to the Church in the Pandemic, by David Campbell, published
by Ettrick Press, paperback, 217 pages, £8.50.

Mr Campbell, minister of the Free Presbyterian Church in Edinburgh, pre-
pared these addresses for his congregation to read during the first period of
lockdown, in 2020. He describes them as “an attempt to understand the Lord’s
providence in the events as they unfolded”. In publishing these addresses,
the author wished to highlight three matters: “one is the need for repentance
within the Church . . . another is the preciousness of gathering for worship”.
The third is the obligation to pursue “communion with the Lord in His
own ordinances”.

The book begins with an address on Lamentations 1:12, which examines
the response to the closure of churches. This is followed by an examination
of the refusal, in Jeremiah’s time, of the people to return to the Lord. Then
there is an address on secret prayer, followed by three addresses on “the
Lord’s voice crying”. A further three addresses consider Christ “in the midst
of the congregation”, in relation to preaching, praise and prayer. Another
speaks of the Lord’s presence as a “hiding place” in times of trouble. The
final address directs attention to Song of Solomon 2:17: “Until the day break,
and the shadows flee away . . . ”; in particular, to “the hope of believers . . .
in Christ returning, now that He has gone to prepare a place for them”.

While not every reader will agree with all the points made in the book,
there is a great deal in it that everyone should find profitable. In the address
on prayer, for instance, Mr Campbell first points out the dangers of hypocrisy.
Among the examples he gives are: treating prayer as a mere form, and
praying for mercy but not forsaking sin. He then gives some characteristics
of true prayer: it is to be addressed to God the Father and to be offered in the
name of Christ, but it can only be offered with the help of the Holy Spirit.
When the author turns to the duty of secret prayer, he points out that “it is
hard to be a hypocrite in secret prayer”, “poor prayers in sincerity have a
better reward than polished prayers in pretence”, “the prayers of the broken
and contrite are answered in mercy”, and “God delights to reward openly
those who wrestle with Him secretly”.

We may quote also from the address on “Christ preaching in the cong-
regation”, on Psalm 22:22: “If Christ is preaching in the assemblies of His
worshipping people, then it is a glorious part of worship for hearers to offer
believing thoughts to God under gospel preaching. In any assembly of
worshippers under the ministry of Christ by His Spirit, there may be many
thousands of separate and distinct actings of faith and love and hope and
worship ascending to God during the course of one single sermon. That is
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a revenue of praise to God, which no one can see or hear, but it is glorious
to the Lord.”

A final quotation comes from the conclusion to the last address: “Sinner
and stranger to Christ, what have you to enjoy that can compare to the love
and grace of Christ? The world cannot give you real joy. Your heart will
never find satisfaction in it. But the people of God have something which is
far more blessed and glorious than all the world – they have Christ and His
covenant love to them. Take their example and seek Him with them. Be sure
of this, that He is a gracious and loving husband to all His people.”

The Incomparableness of God, by George Swinnock, published by the
Banner of Truth Trust in their Puritan Paperback series, 194 pages, £6.25.

George Swinnock (1627-1673) was born in Maidstone, Kent, and orphaned
at an early age. He was raised by his uncle, Robert Swinnock, in a home
accustomed to prayer and family worship. Following his graduation from
Cambridge, he became chaplain of New College and a fellow of Balliol
College, Oxford. He was deprived of his living in Great Kimble, Buckingham-
shire, at the time of the Great Ejection in 1662. Following the Declaration
of Indulgence, he returned to his home town of Maidstone to minister there
until he died in 1673. George Swinnock has been described as one of the easi-
est Puritan authors to read, and the book under review bears this out.

The Incomparableness of God is an exposition of Psalm 89:6: “For who
in the heaven can be compared unto the Lord? Who among the sons of the
mighty can be likened to the Lord?” The author explores the incomparable-
ness of God in His being, attributes, works and word in 17 chapters and then
begins to apply the doctrines with arguments and exhortations in a further
nine chapters. In all, there are 26 short, readable chapters full of heart-warming
matter about the great and incomparable God.

The reviewer particularly enjoyed Swinnock’s explanation of the durabil-
ity of God, His eternal being, which encompasses His name, I AM, and also
the eternal generation of the Son. “God has no succession in His duration;
He dwells in one indivisible point of eternity; He is what He is in one infinite
moment of being; His duration knows nothing of former or latter, past or to
come; His essence is not bounded by those hedges, but He enjoys His whole
eternity every moment; hence He is said to inhabit eternity, to be fixed always
in eternity. One day with Him is as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day”. To quote again from the book, “The sun may be contained in
a small chink, and the sea in a nutshell, sooner than God can be contained
in the limited understanding of men or angels”.

The work of redemption is incomparable: “And truly this work is His
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masterpiece, pure workmanship; and indeed, all His works of creation and
providence are subordinate to this. All His attributes sparkle most gloriously
in this. All His angels in heaven admire and adore Him for this.”

In the closing chapters Swinnock speaks of how, in the context of the in-
comparableness of God, the malignity of sin and the madness and misery of
the sinner is great. How monstrous is their pride who compare themselves
to the incomparable God! Incomparable service and worship are due to Him;
His knowledge is sanctifying, satisfying and saving. Swinnock closes with
exhortations to choose this incomparable God as our portion, to give Him the
glory; and speaks of the comforts of those who have God for their portion.

However, there are some things which jar. The publishers claim that the
Scripture references are from the AV, which they are, but different words are
frequently inserted to change or add to the original. A small number of Scrip-
ture references are wrong. These aberrations would appear to have been taken
over from James Nichols’ mid-nineteenth century edition of Swinnock’s
works. In addition, when Scripture is being paraphrased or a form of prayer
is being described, the Most High is addressed as “you” and “your” instead
of “Thee” and “Thine”. Swinnock thinking of his incomparable God would
be shocked at such an irreverent way of speaking to the Lord.

Nevertheless, this book is thoroughly recommended; it is full of wonder-
ful matter, easily read and very enjoyable. Some of Swinnock’s descriptions
of God’s incomparableness are simply a delight. F R Daubney

Notes and Comments
The Robertson Trust

The Robertson Trust claims on its website that it is the largest grant-making
trust in Scotland, “whose vision is for a fair and compassionate Scotland
where everyone is valued and able to flourish”. This view of itself has been
dented somewhat by a recent employment tribunal decision concerning the
unfair dismissal of former chief executive officer, Kenneth Ferguson.

The tribunal was told that the Trust’s Chairwoman, Shonaig Macpherson,
was “incandescent with anger” when she heard that one of its properties had
been rented out to Stirling Free Church. Her objection was to the Church’s
opposition to homosexuality and same-sex marriage. Mr Ferguson is a
member in the Free Church and contended that his association with the
Church and its beliefs had led to his dismissal. 

Ms Macpherson had said to the other trustees, “Some of you may be
familiar with the views of the Free Church in relation to homosexuality
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and gay marriage. The arrangement with the Church does not fit with the
Robertson Trust’s values and will offend staff, grant holders and stake-
holders generally as well as harming our reputation.” Her argument that the
Trust guarded its neutrality by not renting its premises to organisations
that promoted religious or political views was undermined by the fact that
it had given access to its premises to Stonewall and other pro-same-sex
marriage groups.

Mr Ferguson’s case was supported by the Christian Institute, which said,
“The Trust’s dismissal letter cited vague ‘performance issues’ even though
Kenneth saw a doubling of the Trust’s giving and an increase in staffing
from 7 to 43 during his tenure. He also received 8 out of 10 from Macpherson
herself in his 2019 appraisal.”

The tribunal found in favour of Mr Ferguson and concluded, “The
impression was of [Ms Macpherson] seeking to find reasons to justify
dismissal; that that decision, in her mind, had been taken well before March
16, 2020, and explains why she did not take the trouble to read the disciplin-
ary procedure she had sent to the claimant in November 2019, to have
a formal investigation, or to attach any supporting material to the letter
of March 12, 2020. The inference that the majority draws is that the issue of
[Kenneth Ferguson’s] beliefs remained . . . one of the reasons for that decision
to dismiss.”

Once again, we see Christian beliefs and the biblical principle that marriage
is between a man and a woman being attacked in the workplace. Thankfully,
this principle is still protected by equality law and the tribunal’s just decision
has upheld that.

“Them that honour Me I will honour, and they that despise Me shall be
lightly esteemed” (1 Sam 2:30). FRD

Independence of the Crown Office in Scotland
The Crown Office in Scotland is responsible for prosecutions and is headed
by the Lord Advocate, with the Solicitor General as deputy. Recent and on-
going cases have raised concerns about the independence of the Crown
Office. In one extended case, the former First Minister, Mr Alex Salmond
was accused of various immoralities by nine women. Some of the accus-
ations were so frivolous that it was surprising that they should come to court.
The most serious was that of attempted rape but Mr Salmond established
conclusively that the accusation was false. However, no charge of perjury
was brought against the woman making the allegation. The women were
granted anonymity but were known to be closely connected with the Scottish
Government. A predominantly female jury refused to convict Mr Salmond
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of any of the charges. Mr Salmond alleged that there had been a measure of
“conspiracy” against him. 

Meanwhile Mr Salmond was granted a Judicial Review into the Scottish
Government’s handling of the accusations, and the review was so dissatisfied
with the Government’s conduct that it awarded Mr Salmond damages of
£500 000. A parliamentary committee was then appointed, chaired by Ms
Fabiani, to investigate what had happened, but this was hampered, according
to its own complaints, by the lack of co-operation from the Scottish Govern-
ment and the Government’s reluctance to release relevant e-mails. There was
also an appearance that the Crown Office was using the right of anonymity
granted to the women as a shield to protect the Government. This was
denied, but the Fabiani report in March was rapidly followed by the Scottish
parliamentary election, after which the Lord Advocate and the Solicitor
General resigned.

In a second case, the Crown Office admitted the “malicious prosecution”
of two men who had been appointed administrators when the Rangers
Football Club went bankrupt in 2012. It had been thought that the Crown
Office and the Lord Advocate were immune from being sued for malicious
prosecution, but in 2019 the Court of Session decided that this was not the
case. At the beginning of 2021, the two men received damages of £21 million
from the Crown Office and are now suing the Lord Advocate and the Chief
Constable for a further £9 million for “wrongful arrest”. The Lord Advocate
who recently resigned was not Lord Advocate at the time of the arrest but
had been personally involved in the prosecution.

A third case is the police investigation of the £660 000 which is “missing”
from the SNP accounts. The money has been raised since 2017 to fund a
campaign for a second independence referendum, but in its most recent
accounts at the end of 2019, the SNP had only £97 000 in the bank. The chief
executive of the SNP, Peter Murrell, who is the husband of Nicola Sturgeon,
has been under pressure since 2019 to say what had happened to the money,
but has kept silence. The SNP Treasurer resigned, along with several members
of the Finance Committee, because of the withholding of information. A
police investigation was started in March 2021, and escalated to a criminal
investigation in July, but nothing further has emerged. One national news-
paper reported that the Crown Office had been resisting the desires of the
police to start a criminal investigation. In 2019 the Chief Constable stated
that “the Chief Constable in Scotland has no say in prosecution. The Lord
Advocate can direct the police to investigate. The police would not arrest a
high profile individual without consultation with the prosecution.” 

The common factor in these three cases is the appearance that the treat-
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ment of prominent figures by the Crown Office is not entirely independent
of political considerations. How people stand with regard to the Scottish
Government may, it seems, affect the decisions whether to investigate and
to prosecute. The press take surprisingly little interest in these important
cases. It is a concern that there should even be an appearance of partiality in
the Crown Office, and if the reality is there, the Christian Church will soon
start to feel it. DWBS

Protestant View
The Use of Images in the Church of Rome

One of the most striking and corrupt features of Roman Catholic worship is
the use of images and statues. In the Catechism of the Catholic Church, a
modern standard of Popish doctrine and practice, the use of images in religious
worship is defended. While it refers to the prohibition of idolatry in the Old
Testament law, the solemn denunciation of this great sin is greatly softened
down. This is done in numerous ways, not least by the fact that the Roman
Church actually makes the Second Commandment form part of the First
Commandment. This naturally detracts from the stark warning which is given
in the Ten Commandments against idol worship.

Again, the Catechism speaks of the cherubim, the ark of the covenant, and
the brazen serpent as images which God permitted as pointing towards “sal-
vation by the incarnate Word” and thereby opening up the possibility of using
images in worship. But we must remember that neither the ark, the depictions
of the cherubim in the tabernacle, nor the brazen serpent, were intended to
be worshipped or used as objects of veneration. This is true of the whole
range of symbols used in Old Testament worship. God commanded these
specific symbols under the Old Testament but He has not commanded the use
of such symbols in the New Testament, where we have a much clearer rev-
elation of the truth and a simpler form of Divinely-commanded worship. 

Further, the Catechism of the Catholic Church subtly introduces idolatry
into “Christian” worship by teaching that the incarnation of Christ justifies
“a new ‘economy’ of images”. It states that the “honour paid to sacred
images is a ‘respectful veneration’, not the adoration due to God alone”.1 But
this surely means one of two alternatives: either, first, Christ is given a lesser
“worship” when worshipped by means of an image – but this is blasphemous
since He is due the exclusive adoration which belongs to God alone – or,
second, such “worship” is in fact divided between the image and Christ. This
1The Catechism of the Catholic Church, Geoffrey Chapman, 1994, p 463.
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distinction between different grades of adoration and worship is a lying deceit
of Satan, and its practical effect is to make men into worshippers of material
objects and not of the true and living God. Scripture is emphatic on this point:
“I am the Lord; that is My Name; and My glory will I not give to another,
neither My praise to graven images” (Is 42:8).

Another consideration is that there is no possibility of knowing whether
icons, statues and all such graven images actually reflect the appearance of
the persons they are intended to represent. Neither the Divine nature and
attributes, nor the glory of Christ, for example, can be portrayed by human
art. The prominent Roman Catholic theologian Thomas Aquinas (1225-74)
taught that “the movement [of the worshipper’s mind and heart] towards the
image does not terminate in it as image, but tends towards that whose image
it is”.2 But we must ask the question: how can it possibly be known that the
image reflects the reality of the intended object?

In his important work entitled, The Doctrines and Practices of the Church
of Rome Truly Represented, the Church of England divine Edward Stillingfleet
(1635-99) deals with the objection that the image helps to bring the knowledge
of spiritual things more readily to mind. He asks the question whether we
should bow down to a good preacher or even to an apostle, because they
brought divine truths to men’s minds? Should we therefore “kneel down . . .
burn candles and incense before him, out of respect to his good doctrine?”
He adds, “A good preacher would tell [his hearers] their duty . . . and take
men off from the worship of any creature, animate or inanimate, and direct
them to worship God alone, who made heaven and earth”.3 

The conclusion is obvious: material objects or anything else that reminds
us of sacred truths are not to be worshipped. The poor, deluded followers of
the Pope are duped and ensnared into offering a false, idolatrous worship
under the pretence of great piety, but the Word of God says of this and all
such idolatry, “Who hath required this at your hand?” (Is 1:12). AWM

Church Information
Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood

The Religion and Morals Committee have been alarmed to discover the
content of the national resource for Relationships, Sexual Health and Parent-
hood (RSHP) education for children and young people. It is approved by the
2The Catechism of the Catholic Church, p 464.
3E Stillingfleet, The Doctrines and Practices of the Church of Rome Truly Represented
Edinburgh, 1845, p 78.
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Scottish Government for ages 3-18 in Scottish schools and childcare, as part
of the curriculum. It is becoming increasingly popular among schools, except
where one local authority has taken a firm line against it. At all levels, the
core messages regarding the nature of families, relationships and personal
autonomy are entirely contrary to Scripture and nature. An overall summary
would be that the resource is amoral, graphic and at best confusing and in-
appropriate at each age and stage. It teaches a self-centred philosophy and
promotes homosexuality, transgenderism and sexual activity of every kind.
It generally trivialises this sensitive area.

The Religion and Morals Committee have produced a guide for parents,
to identify its objectionable nature at each level. The intention is that parents
will be informed, and alerted to take proactive steps to prevent their children
being exposed to corrupting immoral and unbiblical values. The guide may
be accessed on the Church website using the following link: https://media.
fpchurch.org.uk/2021/08/Relationships-Education-for-Parents-Leaflet.pdf.
We urge the prayers of all for a rising generation who will be exposed to this
evil. F R Daubney, Convener

Synod Committee Meetings
Synod committees will meet, DV, as follows:
Tuesday, October 5:

09.10 - 09.40 Church Interests Committee
09.50 - 11.20 Training of the Ministry Committee
11.30 - 12.30 Sabbath Observance Committee
12.40 - 13.40 Overseas Committee
13.50 - 14.50 Outreach Committee
15.00 - 17.00 Religion and Morals Committee
18.00 - 19.30 Publications and Bookroom Committee
19.40 - 20.40 Welfare of Youth Committee

Wednesday, October 6
10.00 - 13.00 Finance Committee (Rev) K M Watkins, Clerk of Synod

Overseas Fund
By appointment of Synod, the special collection on behalf of the Overseas
Fund is due to be taken in congregations during September.

W Campbell, General Treasurer

I see not an instance in Scripture of any remarkable manifestation of God to man
which did not instantly generate in his heart, and produce in his act, a lowly reverence
and self-abasement. Charles Simeon
Human character is worthless in proportion as abhorrence of sin is lacking in it.

W G T Shedd
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Greenock: Sabbath 2.30 pm, held in Free Church of Scotland hall, 14 Jamaica Street, PA15 1XX. Sabbath 2.30 pm. Contact Rev
R MacLeod; tel: 0141 954 3759.

Halkirk: Sabbath 11.30 am, 5.30 pm; Thursday 7.30 pm. Rev W A Weale, F P Manse, Bridge Street, KW12 6YG; tel: 01847
831758. Thurso: Duncan Street; and Strathy: no services meantime.

Harris (North): Tarbert: Sabbath 12 noon, 6 pm. Tarbert and Stockinish: Tuesday 7.30 pm alternately. Rev J B Jardine BD, F P
Manse, Tarbert, Isle of Harris, HS3 3DF; tel: 01859 502253, e-mail: northharris.fpc@btopenworld.com.

Harris (South): Leverburgh: Sabbath 12 noon, 6 pm; Wednesday 7 pm. Sheilebost: as intimated. Rev K M Watkins BA, F P
Manse, Ferry Road, Leverburgh, Isle of Harris, HS5 3UA; tel: 01859 520271.

Inverness: Chapel Street, IV1 1NA; Sabbath 11 am, 6.30 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Rev K D Macleod BSc, 11 Auldcastle Road,
Inverness, IV2 3PZ; tel: 01463 712872.

Kinlochbervie: Sabbath 6 pm; Scourie: Sabbath 11:30 am, Tuesday 7 pm (as intimated). Contact Dr A Ross; tel 01971 502099.
Kyle of Lochalsh: Sabbath 6 pm. Manse tel: 01599 534933. Contact Rev D A Ross; tel: 01445 731340.
Laide (Ross-shire): Sabbath 12 noon, 6 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Rev D A Ross. F P Manse, Laide, IV22 2NB; tel: 01445 731340.
Lochcarron: Sabbath 11 am, 6 pm; Wednesday 7 pm. Manse.
Lochinver: Church. No F P services at present.
Ness: Sabbath 12 noon, 6 pm; Wednesday 7 pm. Manse tel: 01851 810228. Contact Rev K M Watkins; tel: 01859 520271.
North Tolsta: Sabbath 12 noon, 6 pm; Thursday 7 pm; 1st Monday of month 7 pm. Manse tel: 01851 890325. Contact Rev J R

Tallach; tel: 01851 702501.
North Uist: Bayhead: Sabbath 12 noon, 6 pm; Thursday 7.30 pm (fortnightly). Manse tel: 01876 510233. Contact: Rev J B Jardine;

tel: 01859 502253.
Oban: Church. No F P services at present.
Perth: Pomarium, off Leonard Street. Sabbath 11 am, 6 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Rev A B MacLean, 5 Main Road, Luncarty, PH1

3EP; tel: 01738 828762.
Portree: Sabbath 12 noon, 6.30 pm; Wednesday 7 pm.. Rev I D MacDonald BA, F P Manse, Achachork, Portree, IV51 9HT; tel:

01478 612110.
Raasay: Sabbath 12 noon, 6 pm. Contact Rev I D MacDonald; tel: 01478 612110.
Shieldaig: Sabbath 11 am; Applecross: Sabbath 6pm. Tuesday 7 pm (alternately in Shieldaig and Applecross). Shieldaig manse

tel: 01520 755259, Applecross manse tel: 01520 744411. Contact Rev D A Ross; tel: 01445 731340.
Staffin: Sabbath 12 noon, 5 pm; Wednesday 7 pm. Manse: Clachan, Staffin, IV51 9HY tel: 01470 562243.
Stornoway: Matheson Road, Sabbath 11 am, 6.30 pm; Thursday 7.30 pm. Achmore: Sabbath 12 noon; Tuesday 7 pm. Rev J R

Tallach MB ChB, 2 Fleming Place, Stornoway, HS1 2NH; tel: 01851 702501.
Uig (Lewis) Miavaig: Sabbath 12 noon, 6 pm; Wednesday 12 noon. Manse tel: 01851 672251. Contact Rev K M Watkins; tel:

01859 520271.
Ullapool: Sabbath 11 am, 6 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Manse: Quay Street, IV26 2UE; tel: 01854 612449. Contact Rev D A Ross;

tel: 01445 731340.
England

Barnoldswick: Kelbrook Road, Sabbath 11 am, 6 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm;. South Manchester: Sabbath 6.00 pm, in Trinity
Church, Massie Street, Cheadle (entry at rear of building); Wednesday 8 pm, alternately in Sandbach and Gatley. Contact Mr
R Middleton, 2 Emerald Drive, Sandbach, CW11 4ND; tel: 01270 761673.

Broadstairs: Sabbath 11 am, 5 pm at Portland Centre, Hopeville Ave, St Peter’s; Tuesday 7 pm at Friends’ Meeting House, St
Peter’s Park Rd. Contact Dr T Martin; tel: 01843 866369.

London: Zoar Chapel, Varden St, E1 2AW. Sabbath 11 am, 6.30 pm; Wednesday 7.15 pm. Manse: 6 Church Ave, Sidcup, Kent,
DA14 6BU; tel: 0208 309 1623. Contact Mr Hugh Campbell; tel: 01923 442497.

Northern Ireland
Larne: Station Road. No F P services. Contact Rev R Macleod; tel: 0141 954 3759.
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Canada

Chesley, Ontario: Church and Manse, 40 Fourth Street SW. Sabbath 10.30 am, 7.30 pm; Tuesday 8 pm. Contact: Mr David Kuiper; tel:

519 363 0367; or Mr Gilbert Zekveld; tel: 519 363 5899. Manse tel: 519 363 2502.

Vancouver: Burnaby Community Room, 3605 Gilmore Way, Burnaby, BC, V5G 4X5. Sabbath 9.30 am, 6.30 pm, Wednesday 7.30 pm.

Contact: Mr Douglas Spratt, tel: 604 990 4051, or Mr David Kuiper; tel: 519 363 0367. E-mail: info@fpchurchvancouver.ca.

USA

Santa Fe, Texas: Church and Manse, 4031 Jackson St 77517. Sabbath 10.30 am, 5 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Contact Mr Joseph Smith;

tel: 409 927 1564.

Australia
Grafton, NSW: 172 Fitzroy Street. Sabbath 11 am, 6.30 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Rev G G Hutton BA PhD, 3 Martin Crescent, Junction

Hill, NSW 2460; tel: (02) 6644 6174; e-mail:grafton@internode.on.net.

Sydney, NSW: Corner of Oxford and Regent Streets, Riverstone. Sabbath 10.30 am, 6 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Rev G B Macdonald

BSc, 60 Hamilton St, Riverstone, NSW 2765; tel. (02) 9627 3408; e-mail:sydneyfpchurch@aapt.net.au.

New Zealand

Auckland: 45 Church Street, Otahuhu. Sabbath 11 am, 6 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Rev J D Smith, 9 Pedlar Place, Conifer Grove,

Auckland; tel: 09 282 4195.

Carterton: 124 High Street North, Carterton. Sabbath 11 am, 4 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Contact: Mr Hank Optland, P O Box 150,

Carterton, 5743; tel: 02 7432 5625.

Gisborne: 463a Childers Road. Sabbath 11 am, 6 pm; Wednesday 7.30 pm. Rev C Hembd, 14 Thomson St, Gisborne 4010; tel: 06 863

3140.

Tauranga: 45 Cliff Road. Sabbath 11 am, 6 pm; Thursday 6.30 pm (once a month as intimated locally). Contact: Rev J D Smith; tel: 09

282 4195.

Singapore

Singapore: Metropolitan YMCA Singapore, 60 Stevens Road, Singapore 257854: Sabbath: 9.30 am and 5.30 pm at Palm Room;

Wednesday: 7.30 pm, at Cypress Room. Contact: Mr Bernard Yong, 4 Chuan Place, Singapore 554822; tel: (65) 6383 4466, e-mail:

byong1@singnet.com.sg.

Ukraine

Odessa: F P Mission Station, 3 Pestelya Street, 65031. Sabbath 12 noon, 6 pm; Wednesday 6 pm. Rev D Levytskyi; tel: 00 38 048 785

19 24; e-mail: dlevytskyy@gmail.com; or contact Mr I Zadorozhnyi, P O Box 100, Odessa-91, 65091; e-mail: antipa@eurocom.od.ua.

Zimbabwe

Bulawayo: Lobengula Township, PO Magwegwe, Bulawayo. Rev S Khumalo, F P Manse, Stand No 56004, Mazwi Road, Lobengula,

PO Magwegwe, Bulawayo; tel: 00263 9407131, e-mail: skhumalo.byo@gmail.com.

Ingwenya: Church and Secondary School. Postal Address: Ingwenya Mission, Private Bag T5445, Bulawayo.

Mbuma: Church and Hospital. Postal Address: Mbuma Mission Hospital, Private Bag T5406, Bulawayo.

New Canaan: Church.

Zenka: Church.
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133 Woodlands Road, Glasgow, G3 6LE   Tel: 0141 332 1760
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Book Selection RRP Offer

New Zealand Free Presbyterian Pulpit by Various

Westminster Standard, 2018, hbk, 108 pp £14.99 £11.99

Thoughts on Public Prayer by Samuel Miller

Sprinkle Publications, 1985 [1849], hbk, 346 pp £14.99 £11.99

Ministers and Men of the Free Presbyterian Church by Neil Cameron

Free Presbyterian Publications, 2011, hbk, 240 pp £12.50 £9.99

Female Piety by John Angell James

Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 2020, pbk, 379 pp £14.99 £11.99

A Spiritual Appeal to Christ’s Bride by Jodocus van Lodenstein

Reformation Heritage Books, 2010 [1701], pbk, 170 pp £11.99 £9.59
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