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Freemasonry
One of the plagues with which Scotland — and especially the High­

lands of Scotland — is afflicted is the cult of Freemasonry. Hardly a
parish in the Highlands seems to escape the contagion of this plague.
Even in our of the way parts of the country are found votaries of the
Lodge.

On the surface Freemasonry appears to be an innocent association of
men for social purposes and for mutual help. The charitable relief and
other benefits it extends to its members would seem to place it outwith
the reach of criticism and allow it to pursue its way undisturbed.
Certainly if this was all there was to Freemasonry it might be harmless
enough. However, when its activities and tenets are looked into more
closely it is seen to be very different from what is commonly supposed.
The article in this issue of the Magazine on Christ and Freemasonry is
intended to expose the anti-Christian nature of Freemasonry, notwith­
standing the assertion of some that they can consistently be Christians
and members of the Lodge at the same time.

Freemasonry is a false cult — one so opposed to Christianity in its
beliefs that, instead of giving men a title to heaven, it is closing the door
of heaven on them for ever. “By the works of the law,’’ the Bible teaches,
“shall no flesh be justified,” but Freemasons have still to learn this. It is
certain that no Freemason who dies while still holding fast to the tenets
of Freemasonry will ever enter heaven. He must inevitably go down to
everlasting destruction.

That there will be those in heaven who were at one time Freemasons
— of that we have no doubt — but these all renounced Freemasonry
while they were in this world and died in the faith of the Gospel. They
saw the error of their ways in belonging to the Lodge and turned their
back on it forever.

We would take this opportunity to warn the young men of Scotland —
and of the Highlands especially — against getting ensnared in this evil
system. Have nothing to do with it for it will harden your mind against 
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Christ and the Gospel and make you twice dead. If you have already
become entangled with it, renounce it and its blasphemous oaths and flee
from it as you would from the plague. As you value your soul and would
escape from the wrath to come turn away from it forever.

What a glorious day it will be for Scotland — and for other lands also
— when this cult dies for lack of adherents and Scotland is rid of its
terrible blight. The Gospel-day, we have little doubt, will bring this
about. When that time comes men will no longer cleave to freak religions
but to the glorious realities of God’s Word.

Notes of a Sermon
by the late Rev. John Martin, Staffin
(Notes of a Sermon preached on the Saturday of a Beauly Communion)

"And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went; and He made
as though He would have gone further. But they constrained Him,
saying, 'Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.'

And He went in to tarry with them. ” —Luke 24. 28.

Let us consider:
1. One or two things which were true of these disciples on their way to
Emmaus, before this stranger overtook them.
2. One or two things which were true of them after He taught them.
3. A little concerning the effect of His teaching upon them — they
began to pray, “Abide with us” — a prayer that was answered.
1. It is quite clear from this chapter of God’s word, that these two
disciples were distressed by seeing their Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,
nailed to the cross of Calvary — a sight such as the world never saw
before and shall never see again. It was a sight that had filled them with
dismay, because they trusted that this Jesus should have redeemed Israel.
But this was the third day since they had seen that awful spectacle —
Jesus of Nazareth, their own Master nailed to a cross, and put to death.
On their way back to Emmaus they are still thinking about, and
discussing, what they saw. What they had seen filled them with sorrow of
heart, as shown in their countenances. The One in Whom they trusted to
redeem Israel, their Leader, was put to death and was swallowed up by
the grave. The chief priests and scribes also witnessed the crucifixion of
Jesus, but their fear was that the disciples might come by night and take
the body of Jesus away. They called Him a deceiver and the only effect
which His death had on them was to fill them with determination to 
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ensure that no human power would touch that grave.
But these two disciples were grieved because their Lord and Master

was in the grave. After all the miracles they had seen Him perform, after
all the wonderful words they heard from Him (“Never man spake like
this Man’’) they feared that all was now lost. Still, they kept speaking
about Him, wondering at what had happened. Their hope seemed to be
in that grave. They did not understand that the time had already come
when human power and authority were brushed aside, that the angels of
God had come down to the grave and removed the symbol of human
enmity and authority and that the Lord was risen. There are many things
which the Lord’s people do not understand. The disciples had a good
teacher — the Lord Himself, and the word of God, which foretold His
death, but here they were on their way to Emmaus, and greatly cast
down at what had come to pass. That was indeed a sad condition to be
in. There was a time when they loved to be in Jerusalem, hearing the
words of their Lord and Master, rejoicing in Him, but this was a dark
time in their experience. But we see here that the Lord will not permit
His people to be tempted above that which they are able to bear. When
the poor disciples were at their wits’ end a certain stranger overtook
them, but they did not realise who He was. They did not know His voice
or recognise His person. Judging by His very first question He seemed to
be a great stranger. “What manner of communications are these that ye
have one to another, as ye walk and are sad?’’ Surely, if this were their
Prophet, Priest and King He would know what manner of communica­
tions they had. They were not at all afraid to telbHim what they thought
— “Art Thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the
things which are come to pass there in these days?” Now, to our mind,
this is a great mystery that the Lord Jesus Christ whose voice they had
often heard and whose face they had often seen appeared as a stranger to
them. No wonder that there are times when His people do not know Him
or His ways in providence — ways past finding out. At times when He
speaks to them they do not realise that words coming into their minds
are from Himself alone.

The disciples could not say who He was. He did not appear to have any
great interest in what happened at Calvary three days ago. They tell Him
that the things which perplex them are “concerning Jesus of Nazareth,
which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people”. That implied no little knowledge of the One who had been
nailed to the cross. Little did the Pharisees think that He was a mighty
Prophet in deed and word before God and all the people, but rather said
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that through Beelzebub He cast out devils. Now is that your own opinion of
the Lord Jesus Christ? — that He is mighty in deed and word before God
and all the people. Is this your own experience of Him — that no man
ever spake like this Man? Was there a day when His word spoke to you
with inexpressible power, melting your heart, constraining you to follow
Him, even though He may be an absent Lord now? The disciples were
here testifying to some things which were true of Jesus of Nazareth. “We
trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed Israel.” They
were not ashamed to tell this stranger, whoever He was, what they
thought of Jesus of Nazareth. If you are here today and can honestly say
that there was a day in which you trusted with all your heart that it was
He who was indeed your Redeemer, then whatever temptations you may
have today, it will soon be broken and the hour of your deliverance is not
far away.
2. The stranger speaks to them and begins at Moses, “O fools, and
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken”. When the
Lord begins to teach a soul for eternity, He begins at Moses — right
back to the Garden of Eden of which we read in the first book of Moses.
There is a certain promise given to our first parents in the Garden of
Eden, concerning the One that should redeem God’s spiritual Israel, and
the Lord now goes back to that promise. There are many prophesies in
the books of Moses showing that the promised Messiah must die for His
people, and be buried. The paschal lamb was a type of the Lamb of God.
You know, the paschal lamb had to be without blemish. This was true of
the Lord Jesus Christ, “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His
mouth” (1 Peter 2:22). The paschal lamb had to be put to death and the
children of Israel knew much about the shelter its blood gave to them in
the land of Egypt. “When I see the blood I will pass over you”. The
blood could never be sprinkled on the door posts or lintels apart from the
death of the lamb, and if this lamb is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ then
He, too, must die in the room and stead of sinners.

The stranger then goes on to the prophets. Isaiah has much to say
concerning the coming Christ. “He was oppressed and He was afflicted
yet He opened not His mouth”. It was revealed also to Daniel that One
was coming who would finish transgression and bring in everlasting
righteousness. “Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to
enter into His glory?” How were the disciples affected? Their hearts
began to respond to this wonderful Teacher, their understandings were
opened, and they accepted gladly what He taught. Their hearts burned
within them. Their depression vanished in this wonderful experience. But 
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a testing time was coming when the stranger might leave them for “they
drew near to the village whither they went and He made as though He
would have gone further”. We ought to be very careful not to lose golden
opportunities like this. These disciples might well have been content with
this heart-burning experience, thanked Him, and parted from Him, but
no! — they discovered heart union to this stranger and that brings us to
our third consideration.
3. Their Prayer. “Abide with us”. In their pleading they made use of
the fact that it was toward evening. Here is a sincere invitation to abide.
It is usual to rest in the evening. Are we making full use of our
opportunities to invite Christ to stay with us? When His word gives
comfort are we seeking the Lord to bless it and leave it with us, and do
we say to the word, “Come in thou blessed of the Lord”, or do we
content ourselves with a superficial experience? The disciples wished to
keep Christ in their company. They could easily prove that it was towards
evening, and so can you. The day is far spent. The labourers are
returning home from work and the sun is setting. Many labourers are
going home and this is a sure sign that it is toward evening and that the
day is far spent. How good it is to have the Lord in heart and home when
it is toward evening. This was an honest prayer. They did not say what
comforts they would offer Christ, but whatever they had would be given.
Can you say that about the Lord of glory? If you are missing Him today,
though poor and miserable in your own estimation, yet if He would
come, you would gladly wish Him to have all your heart. If that is true of
you, you have every right to be at the Lord’s Table tomorrow. The Lord
hearkened to their prayer. He went in, and what happened? Were they the
losers for their prayer? Verily no! Their eyes were opened and they
obtained one glimpse of their Lord and Saviour who was dead but is now
alive for evermore. One glimpse is enough. They knew Him. Some of the
Lord’s people can say that they enjoyed the Lord’s presence for days and
weeks on end, but if He is made precious to your soul that is enough. It
will take you to heaven. He vanished, but had stayed long enough to
enable them to recognise Him as their own Lord and Saviour. What was
the effect of this? They thought of their brethren in the city of Jerusalem,
and though the day was far spent, they had no word of that, but thought
of the effect that this wonderful message would have on their brethren.
They stayed no longer in Emmaus. There might have been dangers in the
way, but they thought of their dear brethren. “They rose up the same
hour and returned to Jerusalem . . . saying, ‘The Lord is risen indeed’.”
That is your duty today if you entertain a hope that you got one glimpse
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of Jesus Christ and in that moment He was made precious to your soul.
Your duty is to rise up and think of your brethren, the church of God. It
is your duty to go to the Session with that wonderful message that the
Lord has risen indeed and has appeared unto you. The Lord will comfort
you, for these two disciples were not long in Jerusalem with the brethren
gathered there when Jesus Himself stood in their midst, not to find fault
for their forsaking of Him, but He appeared after their witness with
“Peace be unto you’’. This is what the Lord will do for you. He will help
you, and be your peace, and that is peace which you will enjoy throughout
etemity. "Peace I leave with you. My peace I give unto you” . . . May
God bless His word.

Temptation in Affliction
by Rev. John Willison

A time of affliction is commonly a time of temptation: for the old
serpent knows the fittest season for assaulting the children of God; and
he will not be wanting to improve this opportunity of advantage for
setting upon the poor soul. When Pharaoh heard that the people were
entangled in the wilderness, he pursued them; so when Satan sees a
soul entangled with distress and troubles, he thinks it high time to make
an attack. He seeks to winnow and sift away the believer’s grace, and
therefore he comes when the com is threshing by the rod. When Jacob
was smitten in his estate, health, and all other comforts, then this coward
falls upon him, and tempts him to impatience, murmuring, and wrong
thoughts of God.

At this time, O believer, you have special need to be on your guard,
and look out. Reckon always, when sickness or trouble cometh, the
prince of this world cometh also. Stand then to your defence, and put on
your armour, especially the shield of faith, that you may be able to
quench the fiery darts of the devil. You have need at this time to put in
practice our Lord’s direction, "Watch and pray that ye enter not into
temptation.” Pray for wisdom and skill to counteract him, and that you
may not be ignorant of his devices; and pray particularly for grace to
make you proof against all his false representations of God and His
providence to you; for he that durst represent Job falsely to an all-seeing
and all-knowing God, will, with much boldness, represent God falsely to
you, who see and know so little. He will be ready to tempt you to think
that God is angry with you, and dealing with you as an enemy: thus was
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Job tempted, Job 33:10, 11, “Behold he findeth occasion against me, he
counteth me for his enemy, he putteth my feet in the stocks, he marketh
all my paths.” But observe what Elihu answers, “In this thou art not
just: God is greater than man. Why dost thou strive against him? for he
giveth not account of any of his matters.”

I shall now speak of some temptations wherewith Satan assaults God’s
people when in distress; and furnish some answers thereto.

1. Saith the tempter, “Thou art nothing but a hypocrite; all thy
religious performances have been done in hypocrisy, to be seen of men:
thou never hast repented, or believed sincerely in the sight of God.”

Answer. I acknowledge there hath been much hypocrisy in me, but I
hope it is not allowed and reigning hypocrisy; I always wrestle against it,
wherefore I am not a hypocrite. I regarded the esteem of men too much,
but I hope I valued the esteem of God much more. My faith and
repentance are weak, but I hope they are sincere. And whatever defects
and short-comings have formerly cleaved to these graces in me, I now
unfeignedly repent of all my sins, I look to Him that I have pierced, and
mourn. I am heartily willing to be justified by the righteousness of Christ
alone, and to be cleansed and sanctified by His Spirit; and here I give up
myself to Christ as my only Saviour. And this I hope is through grace,
true repenting, and believing, which God will accept for Christ’s sake,
whatever my former defects have been.

Temptation 2. But saith the tempter, “Thy repentence cannot be true;
for thy heart is broken, and thine eyes do not shed tears for sin.”

Answer. It is my very great burden, and constant complaint to God,
that I cannot attain to a greater measure of sorrow and contrition for sin;
but yet it is my comfort that repentance is not to be confined to such
degrees and symptoms of sorrow as some do get at. I hope, I can say
through grace, that my heart is set against all sin great and small, and I
would give all I have in the world to be wholly delivered from sin.

Temptation 3. Saith the tempter, “But thy day of grace is past, it is too
late for thee to think of repenting or believing; God will not accept of
thee now.”

Answer. But I hope it is not so with me, seeing God gives me a heart
that pants after God and Christ in the way of commanded duty. The
offers of salvation through Christ are made to all who believe and repent;
and late penitents are not excluded from the benefits of these gracious
offers more than others.

Temptation 4. But, saith the tempter, “Thou art none of God’s elect;
and, if thou be not chosen to salvation, thou canst not be saved.”
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Answer. Secret things belong unto God; and it were presumption in
me to pry into His secret decrees; but one thing I am sure of, that every
soul that is chosen to faith and repentance, is also chosen to salvation;
but I trust God hath chosen me to the former, and therefore to the latter.

Temptation 5. But, saith the tempter, “You overvalue your graces and
duties, and so they cannot be true and real.’’

Answer. But I count them all but loss and dung in comparison of
Christ. I desire always to be deeply humbled under a sense of my
sinfulness and unworthiness, and to abhor every motion that would carry
me away from Christ and.His righteousness, and would tempt me to rely
on my graces or duties, or to put them in the least in Christ’s room.

Temptation 6. “The issue of thy sickness may be death, and thou art
not ready, for thou hast no assurance of thy salvation.”

Answer. A perfect certainty is not to be expected here; there will be
still some questionings, some doubts and fears; but these I resolve not to
indulge now, but to break through all, that I may embrace Christ, and be
found in Him. The desires of my soul are to Christ, and the remembrance
of His Name; and such, I believe, He will not suffer to perish. “I believe.
Lord, help my unbelief.”

Temptation 7. “But thou art a stranger to the invisible world; how wilt
thou adventure into that world of spirits, with which thou hast so little
acquaintance?”

Answer. But Christ, who is my Head and best friend, is no stranger to
it; He is the Lord of that land, and provides mansions for all His people
there; and He will receive every one of them home, and lodge them
safely. “The spirits of just men made perfect,” were once what my spirit
now is; they were strangers to that world before they came to it as well as
I. Buttheir Head being in it, encouraged them to go to it; and now they
rejoice in it as the kindly dwelling-place of all the saints.

Temptation 8. “But thou art vile, and God is infinitely pure and
glorious; how canst thou think of approaching so near to Him?”

Answer. Though a weak eye be not able to look upon the sun, yet I
hope to be fitted and strengthened for that glorious sight. Besides, God
now appears to us in His Son Jesus Christ, where His infinite glory is
pleasantly veiled so that saints may behold Him. These glorified souls
were once vile as well as others; but their Saviour cleansed them, and
presented them to the Father without spot or wrinkle. And, whatever be
my unworthiness, I am relieved by considering my union with Christ, and
looking on the glory and dignity of my Head. Surely God will not despise 
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the members of His dear Son, nor trample on any that are His flesh and
bones.

Temptation 9. “But what will become of thy wife and children, when
thou art taken from them?”

Answer. If I trust God so willingly with my soul and my eternal
concerns, why may I not trust Him with my relations also? Have not I
seen how wonderfully He hath provided for others? Doth not every thing
in the world depend on His will and pleasure? How easy is it then for
God to supply His own?

Temptation 10. “But still death is terrible to nature, even the king of
terrors.”

Answer. But my Redeemer hath tasted death for me, and taken out its
fearful sting; He hath conquered death, and keeps the keys of death and
hell. Wherefore through Him I will sing, “O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory?”

Temptation 11. “But it is terrible to think of appearing before God’s
tribunal to be tried and judged.”

Answer. But my Friend and Intercessor will be the Judge there. Will
Christ condemn the members of His own body, and those He hath so
often comforted?

But, besides all these, a holy God may sometimes suffer the tempter to
assault His own people in time of their affliction, with his fiery darts and
his fiercest battering engines, such as temptations to atheism, blasphemy,
despair, etc., whereby their souls may be terribly shaken and sore
amazed.

Your relief in this case, is to look to your Head, and remember how He
was Himself buffeted by this enemy, and assaulted with the most odious
temptations, that He might thereby get an experimental touch and
feeling of your condition, in order to His sympathising with you, and
relieving you from this enemy, whom He hath already conquered in your
name. But for these things He will be inquired of by the house of Israel.
You must act faith on your exalted Head.’

So narrow is the entry to heaven, that our knots, our hunches, and
lumps of pride, and self-love, and idol love, and world love, must be
hammered off us, that we may squeeze in, stooping low, and creeping
through that narrow and thorny entry.

Samuel Rutherford



74 FREE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE

Breaking Down the Carved Work
by the late Rev. John Colquhoun

(Continued from page 50)

The Carved Work of the Second Reformation — In the Westminster
Standards we have the carved work of the Second Reformation brought
to as near perfection as could be attained by human instruments. It is
significant that the movement which culminated in the completion of
these Standards began in England. Those in that country who loved the
purity of the Church of God presented, through Parliament, at the
Treaty of Oxford a Bill, requiring that there might be “a general Synod
of the most grave, pious, learned, and judicious divines of this island,
assisted with some from foreign parts professing the same religion with
us, who may consider of all things necessary for the peace and good
government of the Church; and to represent the result of their con­
sultations, to be allowed and confirmed, and to receive the stamp of
authority.” This was rejected by the king, and Parliament, seeing that he
would not make any concessions on behalf of civil and religious liberty,
on their own initiative, issued an Ordinance, dated 12th June 1643,
calling such an Assembly. The result was the production of the documents
which were adopted by the Church of Scotland and ratified by the
Scottish Parliament, as the true Standards of that Church. In the Act of
the General Assembly, dated 27th August 1647, approving the Confession
of Faith, we may quote the following:— “And the said Confession being,
upon due examination thereof, found by the Assembly to be most
agreeable to the word of God, and in nothing contrary to the received
doctrine, worship, discipline, and government of this Kirk. And, lastly, it
being so necessary, and so much longed for, that the said Confession be,
with all possible diligence and expedition, approved and established in
both kingdoms, as a principle part of the intended uniformity in religion,
and as a special means for the more effectual suppressing of the many
dangerous errors and heresies of these times; the General Assembly doth
therefore, after mature deliberation, agree unto, and approve the said
Confession, as to the truth of the matter; (judging it to be most orthodox,
and grounded upon the word of God;) and also, as to the point of
uniformity, agreeing for our part, that it be a common Confession of
Faith for the three Kingdoms.” Of the same tenor are the Acts of the
Scottish Parliament of 1649 and 1690. While these Standards were
framed for the purpose of bringing about uniformity in religious matters 
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in the three kingdoms, Scotland alone adhered to them, and the Protestant
Churches in England and Ireland discarded them to their own loss.

The Confession of Faith is outstanding because of its comprehensive­
ness and accuracy when viewed as a systematic exhibition of divine truth.
It was the fruit of the labours of men whose talents and acquirements
were consecrated to the service of the Church of Christ, and, in examining
it, one is impressed with the maturity of their judgment, their insight into
the meaning of God’s Word, and their familiarity with the controversies
which raged in the Christian Church down through the ages. The
preciseness of their statements leaves us in no doubt as to how they
regarded the doctrines of the Bible, and leaves no room for speculation
as to what they meant by any given statement, so that those who gave
themselves the task of framing declaratory acts to show what the
Westminster Divines meant, or did not mean, in the Confession of Faith,
have, by a loose use of words and phrases, obscured the meaning of that
document, showing that their talents and acquirements were of a very
mediocre order when compared to those of the men whose views they
took upon themselves to clarify. We are indebted to the Rev. Robert
Shaw, D.D., of Whitburn for one the most lucid expositions of the
Confession of Faith that has ever been published, and in his Introductory
Essay, he quotes the following from Hetherington’s History of the West­
minster Assembly:— “Framed as it was by men of distinguished learning
and ability, who were thoroughly conversant with the history of the
Church from the earliest times till the period in which they lived, it (the
Confession) contains the calm and settled judgment of these profound
divines on all previous heresies and subjects of controversy which had in
any age or country agitated the Church. This it does without expressly
naming even one of these heresies, or entering into mere controversy.
Each error is condemned, not by a direct statement and refutation of it,
but by a clear, definite, and strong statement of the converse truth.
There was in this mode of exhibiting the truth singular wisdom
combined with equally singular modesty. Everything of an irritating
nature is suppressed, and the pure and simple truth alone displayed;
while there is not only no ostentatious parade of superior learning, but
even a concealment of learning the most accurate and profound. A hasty
or superficial reader of the Confession of Faith will scarcely perceive
that, in some of its apparently simple propositions, he is perusing an
acute and conclusive refutation of the various heresies and controversies
that have corrupted and disturbed the Church. Yet, if he will turn to
Church history, make himself acquainted with its details, and resume his
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study of the Confession, he will be often surprised to find in one place
the wild theories of the Gnostics dispelled; in another, the Arian and
Socinian heresies set aside; in another, the very essence of the Papal
system annihilated; and in another, the basis of all Pelagian and
Arminian errors removed. Thus viewed, the Confession of Faith might be
so connected with one aspect of Church history as to furnish, if not a
text-book according to chronological arrangement, in studying the rise
and refutation of heresies, yet a valuable arrangement of their relative
importance, doctrinally considered. And when we advert to the fact that,
owing to the sameness of the human mind, there is a perpetually
recurring tendency to reproduce an old and exploded error, as if it were a
new discovery of some hitherto unknown or neglected truth, it must be
obvious that were the peculiar excellence of our Confession, as a
deliverance on all previously existing heresies, better known and more
attended to, there would be great reason to hope that their reappearance
would be rendered almost impossible, or at least that their growth would
be very speedily and effectually checked.” The General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland which adopted it, conferred an unspeakable boon on
subsequent generations to the present time. While that Church adhered
to it, it was, under God, the means of her preservation from error and
apostacy.

The Directory for Public Worship — This is another part of the carved
work of the Second Reformation, and, in the Preface to it, one can see
the background which caused it to be framed. The English Liturgy which
King Charles I and his minion, Archbishop Laud, tried to force upon
Scotland, had become distasteful to the most learned and the most godly
in England. They saw in it something which proved an offence at home
and abroad because of the “many unprofitable and burdensome cere­
monies contained in it,” causing a great hindrance to the preaching of
the Word, the means of increasing an idle and unedifying ministry, “a
matter of endless strife and contention in the Church, and a snare to
many godly and faithful ministers, who have been persecuted and
silenced upon that occasion.” In presenting the Directory to the Churches
of the three kingdoms the Divines say, that their “care hath been to hold
forth such things as are of divine institution in every ordinance; and
other things we have endeavoured to set forth according to the rules of
Christian prudence, agreeable to the general rules of the word of God;
our meaning therein being only, that the general heads, the sense and
scope of the prayers, and other parts of public worship, being known to
all, there may be a consent of all the churches in those things that 
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contain the substance of the service and worship of God; and the
ministers may be hereby directed, in their administrations, to keep like
soundness in doctrine and prayer, and may, if need be, have some help
and furniture, and yet so they become not hereby slothful and negligent
in stirring up the gifts of Christ in them; but that each one, by
meditation, take heed to himself, and the flock of God committed to
him, and by wise observing the ways of Divine Providence, may be
careful to furnish his heart and tongue with further or other materials of
prayer and exhortation, as shall be needful on all occasions.” In the Act,
establishing and putting into execution of the Directory “the Assembly
doth, with much joy and thankfulness, acknowledge the rich blessing and
invaluable mercy of God, in bringing the so much wished for uniformity
in religion to such a happy period, that these kingdoms, once at so great
a distance in the form of worship, are now, by the blessing of God,
brought to a nearer uniformity than any other reformed kirks; which is
unto us the return of our prayers, and a lightening of our eyes, and
reviving of our hearts in the midst of many sorrows and sufferings.” The
Form of Presbyterial Church Government was also a document of this
famous Assembly which, broadly speaking, re-affirmed the government
of the Scottish Church, and which that Church had ratified to it by the
Act of 1592. This also was agreed upon “as a part of the Covenanted
uniformity in religion betwixt the Churches of Christ in the kingdoms of
Scotland, England and Ireland.”

The carved work of both the First and Second Reformations was, by
no means, a piece of useless ornamentation, distinguishing the Church of
Scotland from all the other branches of the Reformed Churches through­
out the world. It was a strong bulwark against heresy, whether in the
Church of Rome or out of it, and a means of uniting those Protestant
Churches which accepted it. Dr Alex. F. Mitchell, in his invaluable Intro­
duction to the printed Minutes of the Westminster Assembly, says of the
Confession of Faith, “Such, I believe, is the general character of the
Confession of Faith, such its thoroughness, yet such, on the whole, its
moderation and catholicity. It is lined and scored with the marks of
conflict, but the deepest and the broadest lines are those which run
through all the Christian ages; which appear distinctly either in the
creeds of the early Councils, or in the writings of the greatest of the Latin
Fathers, or which, if they are not found so prominently there, appear
broad and deep in the teaching of the ablest theologians of the middle
ages, and in a few instances are to be traced more certainly in the one or
in the other, than perhaps in the teaching of Calvin, certainly than in
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that of Luther. The Assembly of Divines which framed it, may be said,
humanly speaking, to have come at the last moment of time when such
an Assembly was possible — when Conformist and Nonconformist were
not yet formally separated — when men trained in the study of the
Fathers, yet familiar with the principles and tendencies of the Reforma­
tion, were not so rare as they now are — when the Church was still under
the happy influence of a marvellous revival — when the word of God was
felt as a living, quickening, transforming power, and preached not as a
tradition, but as the very power and wisdom of God, by men of ripe
scholarship and devoted piety, who have remained our models of earnest
preaching, and our guides in practical godliness, even unto this day.”
The Westminster Standards rejected in doctrine, worship, and govern­
ment, what was not expressly commanded in Scripture.

(to be continued)

Christ or Freemasonry
1. The God of Freemasonry

The god of Freemasonry — “The Great Architect of the Universe” —
is not the one living and true God, but a false god, a dumb idol of man’s
creation. His name, “The Great Architect of the Universe,” is given in
the first degree only, to go on with or to bluff outsiders. The real name of
their god is only known to Freemasons who are members of the so-called
“Holy Royal Arch.”

Running through the Rituals of Masonry is the idea that the name of
God has been lost. “All Masonry,” writes the Rev. C. P. Hunt, “is the
quest of the lost Name, occasioned by the murder of the architect, Hiram
Abiff, at the time of Solomon’s Temple. On the rediscovery of the lost
Name, the Mason is brought into a perfect relationship with the Deity.
The earlier degrees are preparatory to the climax reached in the Degree
of the Holy Royal Arch. His secret name is JAOBULON, usually
represented by the letters J.B.O. J stands for Jehovah, B for Baal and O
for On or Osiris, one of the gods of Egypt.

“So the central thing in Masonic ritual — the raison d'etre of the
whole business — is the amazing discovery of the grand secret that God
is worshipped not through Jesus Christ, but through the union of
Jehovah, Baal, Osiris. And the ritual of this degree actually claims that
‘The Supreme Being inspires its members with the most exalted ideas of
God.’ Of course this marvellous Name is not revealed to Masons of the 



CHRIST OR FREEMASONRY 79

first degree. The process of degradation has to be gradual.” — The
Menace of Freemasonry to the Christian Faith (p. 14), by Rev. C. P.
Hunt, B.A.

All who submit to such teaching are guilty before God of trampling
underfoot the First Commandment, ‘‘Thou shalt have no other gods
before Me,” and of repudiating the supreme claim of the Almighty, ‘‘I
am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another,
neither my praise to graven images.” (Isa. 42, 8).

‘‘Dr Fort Newton, late Unitarian minister of the London City Temple,
and an authoritative exponent of Freemasonry, wrote, ‘Masonry is not a
religion but it is Religion, a worship in which all good men may unite’ —
the ‘good men’ being Unitarians, Hindus, Jews, nominal Christians,
Moslems, Theosophists, etc. For a Christian then to be a Freemason is
‘to be unequally yoked with unbelievers,’ a thing expressly forbidden.”
{Heresies Exposed, by W. C. Irvine, p. 96).
2. The place given to Christ in Freemasonry

In the Masonic Lodge the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is forbidden,
except on the same level with Buddha, Zoroaster, Mohammed, Osiris,
etc. ‘‘There is so-called ‘worship’ in the Masonic Lodge,” writes Rev.
A. W. Rainsbury, M.A., in Freemasonry of God or the Devil? “but from
that ‘worship’ Jesus Christ is deliberately excluded. There is so-called
‘prayer’ in the Masonic Lodge, but it is not offered in the Name of Jesus
Christ — through Whom alone prayer is acceptable to God. His Name is
deliberately excluded even from prayers where it is normally found.
There is so-called ‘praise’ in the Masonic Lodge, but the precious Name
of Jesus is excised from every hymn.”

“In every ‘form of service’ used at Masonic services in churches we
have passages of Scripture having an ethical significance used, but in
every case torn away from the evangelical context. Even the Beatitudes
are mutilated — the last sentence omitted — ‘persecuted for My Name’s
sake’.” {The Menace of Freemasonry to the Christian Faith, p. 42, by
Rev. C. P. Hunt, B.A.).

In “Encyclopedia of Freemasonry,” the author, Dr A. C. Mackey,
writes: “If Masonry were simply a Christian Institution, the Brahman,
the Moslem and the Buddhist could not conscientiously partake of its
illumination, but its universality is its boast', in its language, citizens of
every nation may converse; at its altars all religions may kneel, and to its
creed every faith may subscribe.”

In connection with the boast of Freemasonry in the universality of its
creed, George L. Hunt, in “Secret Societies,” says: “No Christian can
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stand on that platform of universality. The moment he admits the
equality of other religions with Christianity, he has denied the
fundamental tenet of his faith: ‘Other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid, which is JESUS CHRIST’ (1 Cor. 3, 11 and Acts 4, 12).
When a minister becomes a Mason he takes his stand that one foundation
is as good as another, one religion as good as another — Buddha,
Mohammed, etc. — are as good as Jesus Christ. Masonry, like Odd­
fellowship, boasts in its universality, boasts that it is NOT Christian. It
glories in the fact that Jesus Christ is excluded, and thereby no offence is
given to the Jew, the Brahman or the Moslem. Yet it claims to be a
universal system of religion that brings its votaries safe within the walls
of heaven — and that without the help of Jesus Christ. Masonry excludes
the name of Christ from prayer. His name is cut out of every passage of
Scripture read in the Order in all degrees this side of the Knights
Templar, and there it is only thrown in because the Order is the
outgrowth of the Crusaders of the twelfth century, and not because it has
anything to do with Jesus Christ as a Saviour of lost men.”
3. Freemasonry and the Bible

The following extract is from ‘‘The Menace of Freemasonry to the
Christian Faith” (pages 31-33). “It is generally assumed that one of the
chief recommendations of the Craft is the honour shown in every lodge to
the Bible. The open Bible, on which are placed the Square and
Compasses, is part of the essential equipment of every lodge. At least so
the outsider is led to believe. But if a Mason does more than take things
for granted and inquires into the matter, he will receive a rude shock.
This Bible they call the V.S.L. (i.e., Volume of Sacred Law). I pass over
the point that it is not called the Volume of Grace and Redemption and
if the Bible is not so regarded it is lying to assert that it is honoured.

“I have already, incidentally, remarked upon the fact that
Freemasonry’s fundamental principle is that the Deity is truly worshipped
when all the pagan names for God — Baal, Osiris, Vishnu, etc. — are
united. That alone means that all the Old Testament and the Ten
Commandments stand for, goes by the board. They reject even the
‘Sacred Law’ of the Old Testament, to say nothing of Grace and
Redemption. No loyal Jew could be a Mason. And I have already
complained that they prostitute all the passages respecting the Temple
and God’s House and apply the same to the lodge instead of the Church,
and that in claiming faith in the Fatherhood of God and excluding
Christ, they have no room at all for the New Testament, which states ‘He
that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father.’
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“Now we come to something more serious still — a piece of sophistry
which enables them to take up a position the very opposite to that which
they pretend to the outsider. Everything in the Lodge is symbolical.
Square and Compasses do not mean — square and compasses — or what
they mean to a schoolboy. In the Lodge a square does not mean a square.
It symbolises something else. Square and Compasses may symbolise
Spirit penetrating Matter or Vesica Piscis or a number of other things.
Similarly, if the Bible is there, it cannot mean the Bible. That would be
taking things far too literally. Everything is symbolical.” In “Brothers and
Builders,” published in London by Dr Fort Newton, p. 25, we read:
“Like everything else in Masonry, the Bible, so rich in Symbolism, is
itself a symbol — of the perpetual revelation of Himself which God has
made and is still making in every age and land — through Old
Testament — Koran — Vedas, etc.” Dr Fort Newton is quite right.
Everything in the Lodge is symbolical.

The Oxford University Press has just issued a special edition of the
Bible for presentation to the candidate on the occasion of his initiation.
The first page contains the “Mason’s Charge,” which implicitly condemns
the work of Christian Missions. “It (Masonry) encourages each man to be
steadfast in the faith his heart loves best.” Later pages contain an article
on the Masonic use of the Bible by Dr Fort Newton, which states that the
Bible “is itself a symbol — that is, a part taken for the whole.” The
whole includes the Koran and Vedas, etc. Thus BY AN OFFICIAL ACT
the candidate is presented with a printed document which repudiates the
work of Foreign Missions, and which reduces the Scriptures to a fragment
of the “Book of Truth.”
4. The Oaths of Freemasonry

“How can it be of the mind of Him who says, ‘Swear not at all’ (Matt.
5, 34) to take solemn oaths not to divulge a secret, still unknown, and to
call down on one’s person blood-curdling oaths in case of failure to keep
the oaths? The ritual is really Hindu, with Bible names substituted. As
the degrees advance the penalties increase. For the first degree, your
tongue is torn from its roots; for the second, your heart; for the third,
your bowels, and then burnt, etc., etc., and you pray that it may be so.”
{Heresies Exposed, p. 95).

“The candidate for the first degree,” writes Rev. C. P. Hunt, “is
introduced in a semi-naked state, blindfolded, with a cable tow round his
neck, and a sharp instrument pointed at his naked left breast to indicate
the peril he runs in seeking ‘Light.’ He states that he wishes to be
‘admitted to the mysteries and privileges of Masonry by the help of God J
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Note the frequent use of God’s name in association with the futilities. He
is led in darkness to a kneeling-stool. The deacons join their wands over
his head. The forms the sign of the Viscera Piscis of the ancient pagan
rites — the phallic sign of the womb — to indicate that the candidate is
now being born again (so Masonic writers tell us). A prayer is offered
with the words ‘that assisted by the secrets of our Masonic art, he may
the better be enabled to unfold the beauties of true godliness, to the
honour and glory of Thy Holy name.’ Later, the candidate takes the
Oath not to betray the secrets of this degree ‘under no less a penalty —
than that cf having my throat cut across, my tongue cut out by the roots,
and my body buried in the sands of the sea at low water mark. So help
me God.' After that the candidate is ‘restored to light.’ He is now' a
regenerated being." (The Menace of Freemasonry to the Christian Faith,
p. 43).

“The glory of Christianity is AN OPEN BIBLE. Freemasonry on the
contrary has secret signs, and the ritual of the Lodges is a secret code.
Our Lord tells us that there is nothing secret that shall not be revealed,
and instructed His disciples, ‘What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye
in light; and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the house
tops’.” (Matt. 10, 27). (Reasons Why a Christian Should not be a
Freemason, p. 10, by A. J. Pollock).

5. Lodge Charities
Next to the charm of secrecy, perhaps one of the strongest inducements

held out to men, is that of receiving help when in need. ‘‘Death
benefits,’’ “Sick benefits” are promised and paid by most Orders. It is
just here that they challenge comparison w’ith the churches and
Christianity. They claim to be acting like “the good Samaritan.” But
whom do they benefit? to whom do they show charity? Only to members
of their Order who have paid up their dues. In other words, they simply
do what any insurance company does, and for the same business reasons.
There may be on the part of individuals in the Orders kindness to the
needy, but that is only what we will find in any kind-hearted person, and
the system is not to be credited with it. (Extract from Secret Societies by
George L. Hunt).

4. Freemasonry an expensive affair
Here is an extract from that Masonic enthusiast — Rev. J. T.

Lawrence’s “Keystone” (p. 303: “A person . . . contemplating seeking
admission to the Craft should consider not only whether he can afford it,
but whether it is fair to his wife and children that he should incur 
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that . . . entirely selfish expense. His proposer ought to tell him about
this, and ought to do so very faithfully. Proposers are not always so
faithful as they should be in this matter — and then there come
expensive dinners, one probable result of which will be a very rigid
economy at home — there are testimonials, excursions, entertainments,
all of which it requires a considerable amount of moral courage to
withstand. And the accessories are such as to occasion thought. Masonic
clothing and the consequent jewelry — by no means inexpensive items —
the multiplication of Lodges and the consequent dining out, and the
additional time involved in attendance at committees and boards will
soon leave a brother with but the fag end of his leisure for other and
possibly more urgent purposes.” In the same author’s “Sidelights on
Masonry” (p. 221) we read this: “The new member need not dine, he
need not contribute to the charities on the same scale as the rest; but he
will soon find that he might as well not be a member of the Lodge at
all.” {The Menace of Freemasonry, etc., p. 56).

All this time and expense wasted on the upkeep of a system that is
pagan, idolatrous and anti-Christian!
7. The Order of Oddfellows a blasphemous Order

“Take the Oddfellows manual written by A. B. Grosh, which is
dedicated to all inquiriers who desire to know what the Order is, and this
has, I understand, been endorsed by the Grand Lodge, and hence is the
expression of the Lodge itself. It says on page 297, ‘Judaism,
Christianity, Mohammedanism recognise the only living and true God;
followers of different teachers, ye are worshippers of one God who is
Father of all, and therefore ye are brethren.’ (p. 298). This reduces Christ
to a mere teacher, and then puts Him on a common level with
Mohammed; and every professed Christian member not only says ‘Amen’
to this, but links himself in a common brotherhood with the haters,
reviiers and murderers of his Christ, for such is and has ever been the
attitude of Jew and Mohammedan.”

The Grand Lodge of Oddfellows for the State of Massachusetts asked
the following question of the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the World, Feb.
14th, 1889 (Report page 336): ‘Is it lawful for a chaplain to commence
and finish his prayer in the name of Christ?” Here is the answer of the
Lodge on this vital question.

“Our Order only requires belief in the existence of the Supreme Being
as a qualification for membership, and has no affinity with any religious
sect or system of faith; hence everything savouring of sectarianism is not
to be tolerated. The words ‘system or sect’ do not have reference merely



84 FREE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE

to the sects within the pale of Christianity, but have a far broader
significance and include all the religions of the world. In this sense
Christianity is a sect; hence it is inexpedient, and I think unlawful, to
make prominent reference to it in Lodge work. We have Jews, and may
have Mohammedans and others of non-Christian sects within our Order,
and' the rule applies to them equally with members of the Christian
faith.”

Could language be plainer? Anything savouring of Christ ‘‘is not to be
tolerated.” Unlawful to make prominent mention of the name of Christ
in opening and closing a prayer! This is nothing but ‘crucifying Christ
afresh’ so far as Oddfellowship is concerned. (Extract from Secret
Societies, pp. 7 and 8, by George L. Hunt).
8. Conclusions

1 — Both Freemasonry and Oddfellowship are satanic organisations.
The Scriptural reasons for rejecting the one apply to the other.

2 — Churches, whatever their claim to orthodoxy which admit
Freemasons to the privileges of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are
openly countenancing what is an abomination in God’s sight. “But I say
that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and
not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils:
ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s table and of the table of devils.”
(1 Cor., 10, 20, 21).

3 — Ministers who are Freemasons, or who either support or condone
Freemasonry are not ministers of Christ, but wolves in sheep’s clothing.

4 — Freemasons rob Christ of the glory which is His due. By putting
Him, who is the image of the invisible God, on the same level with
Mohammed, Buddha, etc., they are coming dangerously near the sin
against the Holy Ghost, for which there is no forgiveness. They also prove
their rejection of Him and their want of love to Him. But “if any man
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha” — let
him be accursed. (1 Cor., 16, 22). “No servant can serve two masters, for
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” (Luke
16, 13). It is Christ or Freemasonry. Choose Freemasonry and you reject
Christ. Reject Christ and you shall be damned. “Kiss the Son, lest He be
angry, and ye perish from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little.
Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him.” (Ps. 2, 12).

ERGATEES.
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Obituary
The late Mr Alex. John Davidson, Helmsdale

As time passes so changes come. This is so noticeable in rural
communities. Our Communion Roll proves this. In the last few years a
number of our members have gone home. This can be also said of
adherents who showed a true heart interest in the Christian way of life.
We believe our loss is their gain.

It was the custom of the church to write an obituary to those who were
outstanding in piety. We believe, that this could be said of Mr Alex. John
Davidson. His memory deserves to be held in the highest esteem and his
removal caused a real blank in our congregation and kirk session.

He was born in Portgower, Helmsdale, on the 24th November, 1884
and had the privilege of a Christian upbringing. He died in the Migdale
Hospital, Bonar Bridge on the 24th January, 1978. Alex. John, as he was
affectionately called, was an upright and highly respectable man before
he made an open profession on the side of Christ. As he was of a reticent
disposition I am not in a position to give details of his conversion. But
that he adorned that profession in his life no one who formed hi]
acquaintance could doubt.

In June 1939 he became a church member. Shortly afterwards he was
ordained an elder in the congregation. In this office he served His Master
faithfully. In the Church Courts one could see how his words were
marked by a calm wisdom. As a man given to secret prayer, he had the
secret of the Lord. This he showed in his gentle and peace loving
manner. But he was a solid and judicious Christian whose presence was a
real source of strength to the brethren. He enjoyed fellowship with those
like minded. His meditations were much in the Psalms and in public
prayer he would so often repeat the words of David — “Say unto my
soul, I am thy salvation.”

The childlike simplicity and reverence with which he presented his
petitions to the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus made a striking
impression on us. It was so evident he had been with Jesus. He felt his
need and was satisfied with the Gospel way of salvation.

Alex. John was so conscious of his responsibilities as an office-bearer
thus showing that he did take his vows lightly. In private his conversation
was edifying, interesting and instructive. On his last visits to our home he
recalled the days of old and the worthy men and women he had known.
After his brother James died in 1971, Alex. John was a lonely person but
publicly he mourned the lack of gospel fellowship in our time.
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He had trials in life but these he wisely kept to himself. Others could
see the pleasant smile and hear the kind word but he bowed submissively
under it as coming from a loving Father’s hand.

Till the end of his life he showed much concern for Church and State.
Often he spoke of the dark days ahead. His attachment to sound Scrip­
tural teaching kept him from being tossed to and fro in sifting times. By
grace he remained faithful and endured to the end as a witness who was
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.

During the last few months of his life he was well cared for in Migdale
Hospital, Bonar Bridge. It was there he told me that the time of his
departure had come and not to pray for his recovery. The end came
suddenly and without pain; he fell asleep in the Lord. His remains were
laid to rest in the family cemetery in Helmsdale. Although the weather
was bitterly cold a number of people from diverse places attended the
funeral. Among them were a number of Gospel ministers who knew him
intimately. It could be observed that the feeling on that occasion was that
a great man had fallen in Israel. As we feel that one of our intimate
praying loyal friends was taken we say — “Arise, O God, plead thine
own cause’’.

An Treas Rann
Tha tri nithe anns a’ chor so a tha sinn a’ cur as leth an anama so:—
Anns a’ CHEUD ^it, Mothachadh treibhdhireach peacaidh. Tha

mothachadh d^-fhlllte peacaidh ann. An ceud aon a r£ir aideachaidh
choitchinn, trid am bheil fios aig duine gu coitchionn ciod ris an abair e
peacadh, agus gur peacach e f6in. Tha an dara aon gniomhach agus
6ifeachdach. Air do’n anam edlas a bhi aige air nAdur a’ pheacaidh, agus
air a chiont frin, tha buaidh coimh-fhreagarrach aige air a chridhe agus
air a ghidlan.

Tha eisempleir againn d’ an taobh maraon ann an aon duine. Bha an
ceud mothachadh coitchionn aig Daibhidh mu’n d’ thAinig Natan thuige;
bha an dara mothachadh aige an ddigh dha tighinn. Gidheadh cha robh
buaidh sam bith aig a’ mhothachadh choitchionn so air a chridhe coimh-
fhreagarrach ris a’ chor anns an robh e. Ach a nis, air do’n fh&idh teachd
d’a ionnsuidh, agus an dara mothachadh Gifeachdach a thoirt da, tha
fios againn ciod na toraidhean a rinn e ’ghidlain.

Is e am mothachadh 6ifeachdach so a mhain, ma seadh, air am bheil
sinn a’ labhairt; agus tha so fein d^-fhillte:—1. Sin a tha o’n lagh, no
roimh iompachadh dhaoine; 2. Sin a tha o’n t-soisgeul, agus a tha ’dol air 
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thoiseach air an t-saorsa sin o dhoimhneachdaibh air am bheil sinn a’
labhairt.

A nis, a thaobh sin a tha o’n t-soisgeul, a tha sinn ag ainmeachadh
mar cheud dhleasdanas agus mar cheud chleachdadh an anama ann am
pilleadh a dh’ ionnsuidh Dh6, is mothachadh domhain, gniomhach a ta
ann, air oibreachadh ann an inntinn agus ann an cridhe a’ pheacaich
chreidich ieis an Spiorad Naomh, agus sin de’n pheacadh agus de na
h-uilc a tha ann, an aghaidh lagh agus grAidh Dh6, an aghaidh croinn-
ceusaidh agus fola Chriosd, an aghaidh comh-chomuinn agus
comhfhurtachd an Spioraid, agus an aghaidh uile thoraidhean grAidh,
agus trdcair, agus grAis Dh£ de’n d’ rinneach e ’na fhear-comhpairt, no
ris am bheil sdil aige tre’n t-soisgeul.

1. Is e priomh tighdair eifeachdach a’ mhothachaidh so an Spiorad
Naomh. Is esan a tha ’toirt “dearbh-shoilleireachd mu pheacadh,” Eoin
xvi. 8. Tha e gun amharus tre mheadhonaibh, — dh’ oibrich se ann an
Peadar tre amharc Chriosd air, — ach is e ’obair-san a ta ann; cha-n
urrainn duine sam bith ’oibreachadh air ’anam f&in. Mar nach do
chuireadh uisge lochan Betesda troimh a ch6ile gus an deachaidh an
t-aingeal sios, cha mhd a theid an cridhe troimh a ch6ile air son peacaidh
gun oibreachadh slAinteil an Spioraid Naoimh.

2. Tha e ’coimh-sheasamh ann am breithneachadh domhain de’n
pheacadh agus na h-uilc a ta ann. Cha-n ’eil smuaintean eutrom,
coitchionn a tighinn gu brAth gu ruig a’ mhothachaidh so. “Tha mo
dhoilgheas a’ m’ fhianuis a ghnAth,” deir Daibhidh, Salm xxxviii. 17.
Bha e ’ghnAth ’ga theannachadh, agus sin gu ro mhdr. Tha am
mothachadh so an sAs ’na anam ’na luidh sios agus ’na 6irigh suas. Far
nach ’eil ach smuaintean eutrom uime, le ro bheag gearain agus caoidh,
cha-n ’eil an t-anam coltach ri bhi air slighe pillidh.

3. Tha e gniomhach. Cha-n ’eil e ’na luidh anns an inntinn mar
bheachd coitchionn a mhain ach tha cleachdadh aige anns an tuigse a
tha ’drdghadh gu h-6ifeachdach air an toil agus air na h-aigne; is
mothachadh e o’m bheil brdn agus irioslachadh neo-sgaraichte. Tha
cleachdaidhean gniomhach na tuigse a ghnAth a’ gidlan mar thoradh
cleachaidhean coimh-fhreagarrach riu anns an toil agus anns na h-aigne,
ann an rathad gu bheil cuid air comh-dhilnadh gur iad sin da rireadh
gniomhara na toile a tha mar is trie air an cur as leth na tuigse. Tha am
mothachadh so, ma seadh, anns an inntinn ann an rathad gu bheil an
t-anam gu h-iomlan air a thaoisneachadh ann; tha irioslachadh, tha
brdn, agus fdin-ghrAin, bed agus a’ bAsachadh maille ris.

4. Tha ceithir chuspairean hraidh ann an sealladh an anama fo’n
mhothachadh so:—
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(1.) Tha e, anns a’ cheud Ait, ag amharc ri lagh Dhe. Cha-n urrainn
am peacadh a bhi ’faotainn a dhligh beachdachaidh far nach ’eil &ite f6in
air a thoirt do’n lagh. Tha an lagh a’ gairm air son a’ pheacaich, agus tha
e gu toileach a’ toirt a pheacaidh thairis d’ a l^imh chum breth a thoirt
air leis. Ann an solus an lagha tha e ’faicinn gu bheil e “anabarrach
peacach,” Rom. vii. 13. Tha e ’ga fhaicinn f6in ’na ghr^ineileachd agus
am peacadh ’na chunnart. Tha daoine mar is trie a’ luidh sios ’nan
doimhneachdaibh, do bhrigh gu’m b’ Aill led ceud cheum an dirigh a
sheachnadh. B’ Aill led fhaotainn a dh’ aon leum o dhoimhneachd an
truaighe gu ruig ceum mullaich an sonais. Ach cha-n e so ddigh an
Spiorald Naoimh ann a bhi buntuinn ris an anam anns an obair so.
Cuiridh e chdmhradh ris an lagh e, bheir e a pheacadh d’ a ionnsuidh,
chum gu’n cluinn e a bhinn air a toirt a mach. Nam bu mhiann leibh,
ma seadh, teachd a dh’ ionnsuidh bhur suaimhneis, na seachnaibh ceud
cheum so bhur dol a steach d’a ionnsuidh. Nam bu mhiann leibh gu
br^th bhur n-anaman ’fhaotainn air an fireanachadh tre ghr^s, thugaibh
fainear bhur peacaidhean fhaotainn air an diteadh tre’n lagh.

Book Review
The Epistles of Paul — Fergusson, and Hebrews — Dickson. Banner of

Truth Trust.
During the glorious period of the Second Reformation, when Scotland

was as a field which the Lord had blessed, a number of God’s labourers
in that field agreed on a plan to furnish short commentaries on the whole
Bible. Initiated by David Dickson, the project was to have included
Samuel Rutherford on Isaiah and Hosea, George Hutcheson on the other
Minor Prophets and John, and Dickson himself on the Psalms, Matthew
and Hebrews. Although the scheme was never completed, the volumes
which were produced form as valuable a legacy of practical exegesis as
can be found in any age since Calvin.

James Fergusson’s contribution, consisting of expositions of Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and 1 and 2 Thessalonians, led
Spurgeon to describe him as a “grand, gracious, savoury divine”, while
Rutherford informed Dickson from Aberdeen where his commentary was
first printed: “Yours on the Hebrews is in great request with all who
would be acquainted with Christ’s Testament”.

Fergusson’s treatment of Paul’s Epistles is systematic, theologically
profound, and rich in experimental and practical comment. A lucid
summary, both of each epistle in general and of each chapter in 
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particular, precedes a verse by verse commentary, followed by excellent
practical observations. A sample of Fergusson’s gems may whet the
reader’s appetite for the whole volume: On Galatians 1:5, he remarks:
“There is no less required than a succession of ages to ages; yea, and
eternity’s leisure, to ascribe glory to God . . . The glory of the Redeemer,
and of God who sent His Son to do that work, shall be the long-lasting
and never-ending song of the redeemed ones through millions of
imaginable ages, even to all eternity.’’ From Ephesians 5:2 he exhorts:
“This love of Christ to us ought to be a pattern and copy to which we are
to be conformed in our love towards others: and therefore our love ought
to be free, for so was His (John 15:6); it ought to be fruitful, for so was
His (Gal. 1:4); it ought to be constant, for so was His (John 13:1); it
ought to be discreet, not encouraging or humouring the person beloved
in sin, for so was His (Matt. 16:23).” Timothy’s zeal, commended in Phil.
2:20-22, evokes the comment: “So near is the relation betwixt Christ and
the Church . . . that both their concernments are one; what concerneth
them concerneth Him. So the undertaking of so long a journey for the
advantage of the Church at Philippi, which all declined except Timotheus
only, is here called a “seeking the things of Jesus Christ”. The danger of
heresy and how to avoid it are beautifully set forth in his remarks on Col.
2:8-9: “Christians are Christ’s flock, and the doctrine of the Gospel a
sheep-fold, wherein so long as they remain, they are safe . . . There is
nothing more effectual for making us adhere to Christ and truth, than
the consideration of that worth and fulness which is in Him.” Happy
parishioners of Kilwinning, to have had such a Christ-exalting pastor!

Dickson’s commentary partakes of the same deep theological learning
and rich spiritual unction as those of his brother minister, though with
characteristic humility he describes his own style merely as a “short and
plain manner of writing”. His deliberate conciseness aims at presenting
the great truths of this epistle as “grains of seed, to get their fruit” in the
reader’s mind “by meditation”. Such grains as the following would yield
a good harvest in both sermons and lively believers under the blessing of
the Holy Spirit: “As the Son is above the servants, so is Christ above the
prophets.” “The glory of the Gospel is greater than the glory of the law”
(1:2). “There are two evils which attend the children of God to annoy
them — to wit, troubles and sin . . . Christ hath experience ... of
temptation to sin, and of suffering of trouble”; therefore, he concludes,
“No bearing out under trials, or standing in temptations, but by succour
and help from Christ” (2:18). “As Melchizedek was first King of
Righteousness and then King of Peace in the type, so is Christ in truth,
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in this order: first, King of Righteousness to His subjects, to take away
their sins and to give them righteousness; and then King of Peace,
because He giveth them His peace, as the fruit of righteousness. This is
the order of His kingdom: righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost” (7:2).

The present edition is a photo-litho reprint of the 1841 edition, and is
very well bound. £6.00 is little to pay for such a treasure of the best
Scottish divinity. The commentary is obtainable from the Church Book­
room.

J.M.B.

Notes and Comments
Anarchy

A tidal wave of anarchy appears to be sweeping over the nation. One
section after another of workers have been striking in support of higher
pay claims. The damage done to the country, the inconvenience caused
to millions of their fellow-countrymen and even in some cases, the danger
to human life seems to have weighed little with those who are militantly
pursuing their own ends. The strike weapon, which was supposed to have
been a means of righting gross injustice, has now become a potent means
to national self-destruction. The cause of all this is not far to seek. It is to
be found in the human heart.

How is the situation to be remedied? It is by a return to the Word of
God. It is only when the nation will return to the Bible and take the
Bible as its guide in all departments of national life that we can hope for
a change for the better. When that time comes men will find in the Bible
a divinely-given blue print for labour relations. What clear statements on
this issue we find in Ephesians 6:5-9 and in Colossians 3:22-25 and 4:1.
Until then, that blue print lies there unused and disregarded while men
in their folly try to devise better schemes of their own. What a reflection
on the wisdom of this generation is its inability to provide any alternative
means for the settlement of pay disputes besides the destructive weapon
of the strike.

Devaluation of Human Life
Many factors have been at work in recent years bringing about a

greater and greater disregard for human life. It does not seem so very
long ago when a callous attitude, especially to the sick and the dying,
would bring a feeling of revulsion and indignation to the minds of
ordinary people. The actions and attitudes of ordinary people such as 



NOTES AND COMMENTS 91

ambulance men and hospital porters in recent industrial troubles show
how far things have declined in a very short time.

Why should this be? We think the root cause of it is the humanistic
philosophy that has become prevalent in our day. According to this
philosophy man is no longer regarded as accountable to God but only to
himself. On the basis of this philosophy new attitudes have been developed
and a humanistic morality (if it can be called morality) has been
substituted for the divine law. As it is founded on a lie — that man was
not created by God, that man is the maker of his own destiny and that
man after death will cease to exist — it need come as no surprise to us
that such a philosophy has produced many monsters. Some of these are
already on our Statute Book in the Acts of Parliament abolishing the
death penalty, legalising sodomy, legalising abortion, permitting divorce
on grounds not sanctioned by Scripture, and similar measures. The
question of legalising euthanasia is being pursued vigorously by the
holders of this philosophy, as well as an attempt made to have a new and
revolutionary attitude adopted towards crime and punishment which
would eliminate any concept of guilt. In these matters they are not
without having some success.

What is the remedy to turn this tide of atheistic unbelief? Nothing short
of the power of the Holy Spirit will do it. When He, the Spirit of truth, is
come “He will convince the world of sin, of righteousness and of
judgment”. When that takes place the sinner can no longer deny
responsibility and accountability because he has the witness of the
convicting arrows of the Almighty in his own soul assuring him that there
is a God and that he is under condemnation. May such a day of God’s
convincing and converting power come to this sin-darkened land of ours.

Kilteam School Case
The case of Mr Ian Macdonald, the headmaster of Kiltearn School

aroused nation-wide interest. The fact that it arose out of Mr Mac­
Donald’s refusal to give time within school hours for pupils to rehearse
for a carol concert makes the case of very great importance for teachers
and headmasters holding similar views to Mr Macdonald. The case also
raises important issues so far as the conscientious rights of individuals
are concerned as well as the question of the extent of the headmaster’s
authority. The decision of the Committee which will hear Mr Macdonald’s
appeal is awaited with deep interest.

Scottish Referendum
A matter profoundly affecting Scotland’s future will be decided on
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March 1st when the people of Scotland will go to the polls to decide
whether or not a Scottish Assembly should be set up. If the answer to the
Referendum is Yes, it will involve a constitutional change of considerable
magnitude, even although it stops short of total independence. It could
even be a stepping stone to outright independence.

The question of importance to us is how this change will affect the
Church in Scotland, if it should come about. Will it ensure the continued
national recognition of the Protestant religion in Scotland or will it put it
more in jeopardy than ever? It is our firm belief that in the event of the
Scottish Assembly being set up, the Roman Catholic Church will more
and more exert its influence upon the Assembly and throughout the
nation at large. At present the R.C. Church is able to exert considerable
influence in the high places of the land although the percentage of
Roman Catholics in Britain as over against the rest of the population is
comparatively small. The percentage of Roman Catholics in Scotland is
much higher than that for the whole of the British Isles and Roman
Catholic influence will increase many fold.

So far as the Protestant Church in Scotland is concerned, there is the
danger that it will succumb to the subtle influences of ecumenism and
Romanist intrigue and return to the arms of the Harlot of Rome.
Protestant sentiment has become so weak that it has little power to resist
the blandishments of Rome. When that time comes — and it may not be
very far distant — where will the true Church of Christ be? No doubt,
harried upon the mountains as in Covenanting times, its followers
meeting in secret places at the peril of their lives.

This may appear today too exaggerated an account of the dangers
facing the true Church in Scotland. Future events, however, may reveal,
unless God in His mercy will intervene, that these apprehensions of
danger were very mild in comparison to what actually will take place
should Rome re-assert her dominion, even for a short season, over
Scotland of the Covenants.

Islamic Revival
The resurgence of Islam in many nations in the Middle East is a factor

that can no longer be overlooked. In recent times Pakistan and now Iran
or Persia have set up Islamic States. This cannot but have a detrimental
effect on Christian Mission work in those lands. The religion of the false
prophet which has been quiescent for a long period of time, seems to be
girding on its armour again to extend as it did in Mohammed’s day and
for centuries afterwards by fire and sword Mohammed’s kingdom.
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This revival of Islam ought to make us more earnest in pleading for
the downfall of this part of Satan’s kingdom. How many souls are
benighted under the influence of the religion of Mohammed and the
Koran. Only the Gospel of God’s grace can rescue them from their
plight. May the day be hastened when the Gospel will liberate these sin-
darkened souls from the blight of a false religion.

Church Notes
Presbytery Meetings (D.V.)

Western: At Laide on 6th March at 11 a.m.
Northern: At Inverness on 13th March at 2.30 p.m.
Skye: At Portree on 24th April at 11 a.m.

Committee Meetings (D.V.)
The following Committees will meet at Inverness Church on Tuesday,

27th March and Wednesday, 28th March:—

Tuesday, 27th March
9 a.m.-10 a.m. — Church Extension.
10 a.m.-11.30 a.m. — Church Magazines.

Welfare of Youth.
11.30 a.m.-l p.m. — Religion and Morals.

Sabbath Observance.
2.30 p.m.-4.30 p.m. — Finance.

Publications.
4.30 p.m.-5.30 p.m. — Training of Ministry.
7 p.m.-9 p.m. — Jewish and Foreign Missions.

Wednesday, 28th March
2.15 p.m. — 3.45 p.m. — Dominions and Overseas.

Notice to Conveners/Clerks of Standing Committees
The Conveners/Clerks of all Standing Committees should note that all

Committee Reports to the Synod must be in the hands of the Clerk of
Synod by 31st March, 1979 (D.V.) for printing purposes.

(Rev.) Donald MacLean,
Clerk of Synod.

Notice re Synod Agenda
Clerks of Presbyteries, Conveners/Clerks of Committees, and all other

interested parties should note that all items of business intended to be
placed on the Synod Agenda must be in the hands of the Clerk of Synod
by Thursday, 12th April, 1979 (D.V.).
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Rev. A. Morrison 1367.50 155,00 168.50 35.75 33.15 54.25 41.90 1856.05
□reasciete 111.00 65.50 139.50 30.50 32.00 26.00 31.80 436.30
ivonn loista Rev. D. MacLean 3220.05 371.60 502.15 89.95 99.20 67.90 97.10 36.00 4483.95
North Harris Rev. A. MacKay 1459.71 499.22 349.67 154.32 6.00 140.52 1.00 164.02 104.32 2878.78
South Harris Rev. A. M. Cattanach 1764.30 464.65 221.45 159.85 112.85 60.00 97.60 2880.70
Ness, Lewis Rev. W. MacLean 1756.02 93.91 112.29 48.00 30.00 45.00 34.00 44.00 2163.22
uig, Lewis Rev. D. A. MacLennan 1300.00 65.00 60.00 30.00 30.00 25.00 50.00 25.00 20.00 1605.00

£15387.23 £2207.58 £2254.36 £780.87 £289.60 £718.02 £539.05 £734.42 £160.32 £23071.45
WESTERN PRESBYTERY
Applecross Rev. A. Murray £662.27 £168.00 £162.00 £37.34 £20.20 £22.10 £35.77 £38.30 £1146.98
uainoch Rev. A. Macdonald 2922.20 391.08 356.60 99.45 79.00 109.81 103.98 106.81 4168.93
Laide 1186.48 200.58 196.15 37.00 43.25 43.00 46.00 40.00 1792.46
Kyle or Lochalsh

~ Mr J. D. Van Woerden 876.90 97.50 72.65 27.35 27.50 30.10 33.66 35.19 1200.85
riocKton -J 192.20 42.45 27.60 11.62 7.15 8.90 11.15 15.30 316.37
Lochbroom Rev. N. Ross 1400.00 246.00 305.00 70.00 88.00 80.00 67.00 77.00 2333.00
Lochcarron Rev. J. W. Ross 1350.00 225.50 292.16 28.00 31.55 57.57 86.76 50.00 54.00 2175.54
Lochinver Rev A Macaskill 1083.95 170.00 375.00 68.00 65.00 50.00 70.00 1881.95
btoer and Drumbeg 1010.00 360.00 425.00 89.00 4.00 84.00 84.00 84.00 2140.00
Shieldaig Rev. D. M. Campbell 1404.25 126.00 143.50 40.00 39.00 33.00 39.05 27.66 1852.46

£12088.65 £2027.11 £2355.66 £507.76 £35.55 £510.67 £548.27 £540.61 £394.26 £19008.54
SKYE PRESBYTERY
Bracadale Rev. D. J. MacDonald £1610.00 £112.20 £69.50 £46.70 £53.15 £53.50 £46.35 £54.00 £2045.10
Strath Rev. S. F. Tallach 1569.40 160.70 130.50 56.10 4.00 45.00 39.00 51.00 53.00 2108.70
Flashadder Mr D. MacKay 220.50 145.00 32.00 15.00 14.05 11.65 12.50 15.80 466.50
Glendale” 642.00 120.85 142.00 33.95 6.50 44.85 40.55 44.65 20.00 1095.35
Vatten — Rev. D. Nicolson 666.00 100.00 112.50 35.80 35.15 30.15 20.70 25.00 1025.80
Waternish 112.25 22.00 21.90 10.70 10.00 8.00 11.00 10.00 205.85
Portree Rev. F. Macdonald 4606.22 855.46 1152.08 226.16 231.57 22? 09 246.45 251.89 7791.92
Raasay 1129.00 163.55 283.35 97.60 1.00 65.40 68.00 77.70 64.50 1950.10
Staffin Rev. J. MacDonald 1652.55 133.05 151.60 58.70 48.45 49.60 58.15 48.20 2200.30

£12208.42 £1812.81 £2095.43 £580.71 £11.50 £547.62 £522.54 £568.50 £542.39 £18889.92

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND PRESBYTERY
Grafton, Australia Rev. E. A. Rayner £123.38 £116.10 £239.48
Gisborne, New Rev. J. Van Dorp 846.32 387.79 26.00 322.00 156.00 1738.11

Zealand
Auckland, New 69.57 217.79 287.36

Zealand

£846.32 £580.74 £26.00 £655.89 £156.00 £2264.95
SUMMARY

Northern Presbytery £22811.19 £3255.46 £3995.01 £1515.90 £66.00 £974.10 £1089.86 £1198.63 £861.61 £35767.76
Southern Presbytery 16424.68 2048.95 3226.97 1011.74 282.39 776.19 821.52 1123.00 679.93 26395.37
Outer Isles Presbytery 15387.23 2207.58 2254.36 780.87 289.60 718.02 539.05 734.42 160.32 23071.45
Western Presbytery 12088.65 2027.11 2355.66 507.76 35.55 510.67 548.27 540.61 394.26 19008.54
Stus 12208.42 1812.81 2095.43 580.71 11.50 547.62 522.54 568.50 542.39 18889.92

Australia and New Zealand Presbytery 58974 26.00 655.89 156.00 2264.95
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The General Treasurer, Mr W. D. Fraser, 20 Daleview Avenue, Glasgow G12, acknow­

ledges the following donations with sincere thanks:—
Sustentation Fund: Mrs Lawson, Detroit, £10; Mrs Humphrey, Rodney, $100.00.
Foreign Mission Fund: Mrs Humphrey, Rodney, $100.00.
Dominions and Overseas Fund: Spanish Evangelical Mission, £1,200, for work in Italy;

Anon., Winnipeg, $300.00, per Vancouver Treasurer, for work in Italy.
Home of Rest Fund: Friend, Glasgow, £2; Friend, Glasgow, £5; Friend, Applecross, £2;

Friend, Applecross, £10; Mrs M. I. MacA., Inverness, £60; Friend, £5; Friend, Ardineaskin,
£2; Friend, Inverness, £5.

Trinitarian Bible Society: M.M.C., South Harris, £3; Staffin Congregation, £48.20.
Ingwenya Mission: Received with grateful thanks, the sum of £500 from the Inverness

Ladies Rhodesian Mission Group.
The Publications Treasurer, Mr R. W. M. MacKenzie, C.A., Hilton of Cadboll, Fearn,

acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—
Welfare of Youth Fund: Lairg and Bonar Congregation, £8; Mrs T., £1; Tain Congrega­

tion, £10; Feam Congregation, £10; Daviot Congregation, £49; St. Jude’s Congregation,
£4; North Tolsta Congregation, £20; Ness Congregation, £5; Inverness Congregation, £100.

Free Distribution Magazine Fund: London Congregation, £4.93; Stirling Congregation,
£5.

Publications Fund: Anon., £10.
The Treasurers of the following Congregations acknowledge with sincere thanks the

following donations:—
Barnoldswick: Skye Friend, £20; D.B., Glasgow, £10; Inverness Deacons’ Court, £500;

all for Church Fund.
Dumbarton: E.M. and I.D., £10; Anonymous Friends, £25; both for Dumbarton Church

Extension; For Sabbath School, £5 (envelope in plate).
Edinburgh: Mr and Mrs J.S., £5, for Sustentation Fund (envelope in plate).
Glendale: Two Raasay Friends, £10, for Sustentation Fund, per Rev. D. Nicolson.
Greenock: Mr Mac!., Ayr, £10, for Congregational Purposes, per Rev. L. MacLeod;

Anon, (envelope in plate), £115, for Foreign Missions and Trinitarian Bible Society; Friend,
Greenock (envelope in plate), £100, for Sustentation Fund.

Inverness: Mrs M. A. Nichol, Achiltibuie, £45, in loving memory of my brothers, Donald
and Norman and sister Margaret MacLeod, per Rev. A.F.M.

Klnlochbervle: From the Estate of the late Mrs Bessie Smith, £500, for Congregational
Purposes; Envelope in plate, £20, for Sustentation Fund; A Friend, £50, per R. MacLeod,
for Manse Extension Fund; Anon., £5; Lairg Friend, £5; Anon., £5.

Kyle: Envelope in plate, in loving memory, Psalm 19, £50; Envelope in plate, £10; both
for Kyle Manse Fund.

North Harris: A Friend, Leacklee, Stockinish, £4; A Friend, Kyles Scalpay, £15; A
Friend, Tarbert, £20; all for Church and Manse Property; A Friend, Cluer, Stockinish, £10
(£5 for Church Property and £5 for Car Fund); A Friend, Kyles Scalpay, £2, for door
collection; A Friend, Kyles Scalpay, £5, for Church and Manse Propery; all per Rev. A.
MacKay; A Friend, Stockinish, £5, for Car Fund; A Friend, Siockinish, £2, for Church and
Manse Property; both per R. MacCuish.

North Tolsta: Two Young Friends, North Tolsta, £100, for Hall Seats, per Rev. D.
Maclean; Friends, £50 (Church plate); Friend, £10, per Rev. D. MacLean; both for Church
Hall; In memory of our dear parents, £15, for Publications Appeal.

Portree: Anon., £5, for Church Property Maintenance Fund; Anon., £10, for Sustentation
Fund; Anon. £2, for Braes Bus; all in Church plate.

Stornoway:'Anon., £10, for Car Fund, per Rev. J. Macleod.


