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Notes of Synod Sermon.

Preached by Rev. D. R. Macpoxarp, North Harris, in St. Jude’s
Hall, Glasgow, on Tuesday, 20th May, 1941.

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilder-
ness of Tekoa; and as they went forth Jehoshaphat stood and said,
Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in
the Lord your God; so ye shall be established; believe his prophets
so shall ye prosper. And when he had consulted with the people, he
appointed singers unto the Lord, and that should praise the beauty
of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say Praise the
Lord; for His merc endureth for ever.—II. Chron., xx., 20, 21,

WAS looking around in the Word of God for a portion

suitable for the present occasion, and this portion came before
my mind, and it seems to me at any rate, very suitable. We see
there was a war on and an invasion threatened and made by
numerous and cruel enemies. The enemies are brought before
us in the 83rd Psalm where it is said : “ The tabernacles of Edom,
and the Ishmaelites; of Moab and the Hagarenes; Gebal, and
Ammon and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of
Tyre.” 1In the chapter read it says “that the children of Moab,
and the children of Ammon, and with them other beside the
Ammonites came against Jehoshaphat to battle” and it says
there was a great multitude from beyond the sea on this side
Syria. It appears that they came against a divine benefit in
days past; for he (Jehoshaphat) says, “ And now, behold, the
children of Ammon and Moab, and Mount Seir whom thou wouldest
not let Israel invade, when they eame out of the land of Egypt,
hut they turned from them and destroyed them not: Behold,
I say, how they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy
possession which thou hast given us to inherit.” We have here
their aim—to cast them out of the possession which the Lord gave
them to inherit; to take from them the Land of Promise—the land
flowing with milk and honey; to enslave them, and very likely
do away with their worship.
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The Kingdom of Israel was divided into two parts; the
northern part, called Israel, was under the authority of Ahab,
and the southern part was under the rule of Jehoshaphat.
Although they on some occasions worked together, they were as
far asunder as the poles in character. Ahab, like others, would
take all the help necessary for his own plans, but I do not read
anywhere that he gave any help to Jehoshaphat or Judah—he
took all the help he could get but gave nothing in return. So
in our present cireumstances there are the two parts, Protestant
and Popish, and however the one part may help the other, there
seems to be a division. Those who have gone with the teaching
of Rome, show very much the same principle that Ahab had in
connection with Jehoshaphat. Wartime brings out many things,
and shows the character of people.

Now there had been a revival in the days of Asa, king of
Judah. The revival continued more or less, showing itself in
a certain place at one time, and then in another. There was a
revival and a reformation (where there is a real revival, there is
consequently a reformation). The reformation is carried on
by Jehoshaphat. It were well for us that the present war would
have the same effect upon us that it had upon the people of
Judah. You find it is said of Jehoshaphat that he feared, and
set himself to seek the Lord. e proclaimed a fast throughout
all Judah. The people gathered toegther, and what they had in
view was to ask help of the Lord. They looked to the Lord
for help. They looked to the Lord to overthrow the wisdom
and power of their enemies. * Jehoshaphat stood in the congre-
gation of Judah and Jerusalem in the house of the Lord, hefore
the new court.” He prayed with his people and for his people.
“0 Lord God of our fathers, art thou not IGod in Heaven? and
rulest thou not over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in
thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to
withstand thee?”

For a few minutes just now, as the Lord may enable me, I
shall endeavour to say a word or two (I.) On the character of this
king of Judah—Jehoshaphat—the character the Spirit gives him,
and He gives him a good character, but He notices also his
blemishes. (II.) We shall consider his commandment, his kingly
commandment. It is as follows :—* Believe in the Lord your God,
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so shall ye be established : believe his prophets, so shall ye
prosper.” If you want to get on for time and for eternity, then
“ Believe in the Lord your God,” and along with that, “ believe
his prophets ”—it does not say ““believe in the prophets” but
‘believe his prophets;” that is, as they follow the beaten path
going in the footsteps of the Lord’s prophets that went before
them. Be ye followers of them as they are of the Lord. That
was his commandment, a royal commandment, a good command-
ment, a suitable commandment in every way, and suitable for us
too. (1IL.) He had a band—he appointed singers. Well, there is
nothing peculiar about having a band. Armies usually have
bands, and in olden times clans had had their pipers and their
musie.  You can learn a lot about their character and views
from their music. If the singing is of the flesh, it pleases the
flesh. A natural band is likely to please natural people. There
is a lot of musie, such as it is, broadeast in our day, and many
claim 1t is very necessary for our morale. Well, the music that
Jehoshaphat nsed—I think it is wonderful. It says that they
should praise the beauty of holiness. You never before heard
a band like that. Was there not one like that at the Red Sea?
I do not think it was very like this one; for this one was
specially to praise the beauty of holiness. Like every band it
went before the army, and the soldiers coming after would be
expected to be influenced by the matter of the musie, by the truth
brought before them, the beauty of holiness. There is very
little of the beauty of holiness in the music we, get broadeast in
our day. It would do good to Clydebank and Glasgow, and your-
self and myself, to see and to hear and to be filled with the
musie of the beauty of holiness. A word or two on each of these
three heads, as the Lord may enable me.

I. The character of this king, and we have it here. The
Holy Spirit says concerning him, “ The Lord was with Jehosha-
phat because he walked in the first ways of his father David "—
in his best days—he walked in the best ways of David; and again
the Spirit says, “ and sought not unto Baalim.” He sought the
Lord. He wanted the Lord as his portion. He hungered and
thirsted for the Lord. TFurther, the Lord established the kingdom
in his hand, and it were well that the same should be true of
myself and of yourselves. “His heart was lifted up in the
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ways of the Lord—not down in them, but lifted up, as if he
rejoiced greatly in the ways of the Lord. And then he sought
a reformation in the country; he sought that they would be in
the land to witness for the Lord and to worship Him. It was
2 Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, as long
as they were faithful, as long as they had an eye to the promise;
but as soon as they as a people departed from the ways of the
Lord, they could not expect to enjoy the land. You see also he
was a man of prayer. The Baptist says, “ They that wear soft
clothing are in king’s houses. Very few kings have been
Christians.” But Jehoshaphat was a godly man, and as such
he prayed with and for his people. He saw the need of a
reformation, and very likely to test how things were going on
and progressing, he proclaimed a fast. ‘We read that the
people came together in order to pray together to the Lord.
A beautiful sight is presented to our view when we read, “ And
all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their
wives and their children. They all were involved, they all were
in danger. All stood in need of mercy. All stood before the
Lord as if they were honouring Him. You stand before a person
whom you respect. They stood as outwardly respecting the Lord;
as if they sa~id, “We have been guilty before Thee: We acknow-
ledgeﬂ our guilt, and we deserve to hear that sentence,” “ Depart
from me.” They stood to hear a word for good, saying with
the psalmist, “ Lord bless and pity us; shine on us with Thy
face’.” So far things were favourable to Jehoshaphat. But there
were blemishes in his character and the Holy Spirit notices them.

Tn the 18th chapter it says, Now Jehoshaphat had riches and
honour in abundance and joined affinity with Ahab.” The Holy
Spirit says, m effect, “ You have riches and honour in abundance,
vet you are not satisfied; for you turn aside and join with
Ahab.” That was just laying as it were the pipe line from
Samaria to Jerusalem, and the muddy water of Samaria, the
teaching of Jezebel, would infiltrate to his family; and so it
bappened, and proved disastrous to his family after his death.
The eruel idolatrous teaching of Jezebel came into his family at
Jerusalem. We are told that after certain years Jehoshaphat
went down to Samaria to see Ahab who persuaded him to go up
with him to Ramoth-Gikead. ¢ Ahab king of Israel said unto
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Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Wilt thou go up with me to Ramoth-
Gilead? And he answered him, I am as thou art, and my people
as thy people; and we will be with thee in the war.” He joined
with him. He became his ally., But Ahab took every precaution
to save himself and secure his own safety, and to make sure that
things would not go well with Jehoshaphat, if the day went
against them. There is a sad matter in this connection; for
Jehoshaphat wanted a prophet of the Lord to enquire of Him,
and the prophet Micaiah honoured the Lord and prophesied.
truly, but we do not read that Jehoshaphat did a single thing
to save him. He did not say, “ Oh! you cannot punish poor
Micaiah like that as he has a revelation from the Lord and what
he has said you must acknowledge.” It is not written that he
said one word on his behalf. Does not that apply to ourselves
in our own day? I fear it does. Have we been on the side
of the truth? Look at Abyssinia. The moment the Italians got it
the missionaries had to go. Did anyone protest that the
missionaries were teaching God’s Word and must be allowed
to remain? No; they did not! But “the mills of God grind
slowly ” and so, the missionaries may now go back, and the
Word of God may be heard in Ethiopia yet. And they shall
streteh their hands to the God of eternity to help them.

The next thing, he joined himself to Ahaziah, the son of
Ahab, in his enterprise. 'We read in this chapter, “ And after
this did Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, join himself with Ahaziah,
king of Israel, who did very wickedly.” The Spirit notices this
and you cannot but wonder at a gracious man a godly man—
and yet he joined himself with the wicked king of Israel to make
ships to go to Tarshish. “ Then Elizir, the son of Dodavah of
Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat,saying, “ Because thou
hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the Lord hath broken thy
works. And the ships were broken, that they were not able to
go to Tarshish.” It is wonderful when you see the dealings of
the Lord in a case like that. First of all Ramioth-Gilead, then
this going to- Tarshish to gather wealth for the kingdom. The
place where Jehoshaphat drew the line was his religious poliey,
and that brings me to say a word or two on his commandment.

II. His commandment. He commanded them, “Hear me,
0, Judah.” Tt is a royal proclamation by the magistrate—* Hear
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me ” as God’s magistrate in the land. Well, what have you to
say? ¢ Believe in the Lord your God.” There has been a work
of reformation going on, but you have need of more. You need
more faith and more outgoings of soul to the Lord. ¢ Believe
in God ”—not the gods of the heathen, but believe in the God
of Israel. Let your faith go out to Him. Let the exercise of
your soul go out to the God of Israel. This is the foundation
of everything worth while, and everything worth while is in
this, “ Believe in God ”—God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the IFather of the whole family whether in heaven or
on earth. Believe in the Holy Spirit to work in you, to apply
to you the redemption purchased by Christ. Have the Three
Persons in your creed, the Father, and the S‘Ol’l, and the Holy
Spirit. Believe in the second place, on the Son as the Messiah,
the Procurer of salvation. The sacrifice typified and fore-
shadowed that “ without shedding of blood there could be no
remission of sins.” It is the Holy Spirit that applies it and
makes it effectual unto salvation. We have need of the Three
Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Father
gave the Son; the Son came in God’s great Name to save, and
the Holy Spirit opens the eyes of the blind and frees the captives.
The Holy Spirit made the Day of Pentecost what it was. He
came like a flood. e makes all the difference in the world.
Do you want a good foundation for eternity? Well, believe in
this God. Why should I believe in Him? Because you have
your being from God. You have also your well-being from
God. All your benefits are from God. Your freedom is from
God. You were down in Egypt and He freed you. When you
think of your great and precious privileges, they all are from the
Lord. For example, any way in which the Israelites differed
from other people was from the Lord. The temple, the worship,
the priesthood, the Scriptures, were all from God. The Law was
from God and the Sabbath and all their good was from God.
There never was any deliverance from slavery, outward slavery,
but as the Lord revealed Himself. If a man looks upon himself
as nothing better than a beast, he is sure to look upon his fellows
in that light too, and to enslave them. Well, the truth of God
causes sinners to regard themselves as different from the beasts,
and as created to be free; free from men that they be not men
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pleasers, but servants of the Lord. The same views and principles
hold in connection with the Sabbath Day. When we think of all
our own benefits in this land, added to what the Jews had, we
should love and admire the Lord for His goodness. We have the
preaching of the gospel,- the administration of the sacraments
and prayer. With Israel we may say, “All my wellsprings are in
thee.”  The spirit of prayer, the grace of prayer is from the
Lord. In one word “Every good gift and every perfect gift
is from above, and cometh down from the Father of Lights.
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” If
you want to be built upon the foundation of Moses, Abraham,
Isaac and all the saints of God, you must believe in God.

Then he (the king of Judah) goes on to another matter. You
want to prosper, do you not? Then, “Believe his prophets so
shall ye prosper.” The first thing, how would you know his
prophets? How would you know them from the wolves that
came, and still come, in sheep’s clothing? There was a way,
and that way still holds, of knowing them. The Church, of Rome
believe$ in apostolic succession. It means one minister ordaining
another to office, so that there is a complete chain to the Apostles.
One minister might ordain a bad successor to office. We believe
in- Apostolic succession, but it is the succession of Apostolic
doctrine—the doctrine of God’s Word, the doctrine of Moses and
the Prophets of other days—the doetrines and principles revealed
to Abraham, Isaac, Jucob, Moses, Samuel, and so on down through
the ages until the Canon is completed. There is also a succession
of believers—they belong to the Lord; they are of the household
of faith, they love the Lord and they grow in grace. At times
they seem to go back; there seems to be times of declension in
their experience, but they grow nevertheless ,and they go on
from strength to strength; for they love the Lord. Then there is
another thing. The prophets of the Lord were known by this,
their messages were given by the Lord Himself. These messages
were not deceptive. The people who believed Moses were agree-
ably surprised to find i so. They believed His word and saw
it was from the Lord. It kept them humble; it kept them near
Himself. It made them see salvation from first to last as from
thé Lord, and it is to God’s glory, and in connection with it, that we
have brought out what is in the sinner. Well, if you want to



152 Free Presbyterian Magazine.

prosper, if you want to suceed spiritually, then believe God’s
Word ; believe the truth; believe His revelation. If you want to
succeed spiritually to the possessions that other people have
had, then you must believe the truths that they believed. If you
want to wage this warfare victoriously and win in the long rum,
you must believe the Word of the Lord. We do not want in
this present war to be overthrown—we want the victory. Tt is
more important that we should have the victory over Satan and
sin and the things that war against us. This is the person that
overcometh, the one that believes in the Lord Jesns Christ the
great prophet, and believes His Word. He grows in experienee
and finds the revelation of Géd sweet unto his taste. “ So shall ye
prosper.” Ye shall prosper in accwmulating spiritual experience
—prosper in gathering this gold tried in the fire. Ye shall
become richer and richer by His truth. You claim to have been
revived. Very well, keep your faith in the Lord, and keep your
eyes on His prophets, and you shall prosper more and more
against your enmemies. You shall prosper in your spiritual
business, going from one degree to another, from strength to
strength.. You shall surely prosper if you believe God’s Word.
That brings me in the third place to say a word or two about
the band. ’

ITI. The band. We read, “ When he had consulted with
the people, he appointed singers unto the Lord.” As to the
appointment, you find business people when they want to have
their business advertised sometimes use the phrase “ by Royal
Appointment.”  This cannot be used without authority. The
members of this band were appointed to their places as singers
of the praises of the Lord “by Royal Appointment.”  They
were also appointed in a democratic manner; for you find that he
consulted with the people. As if he had said, “ Now you must
have a band; we must have singers and players to go before our
armies.” What do you think? A band to praise the beauty of
holiness, and to praise the Lord. We have read of a band to go
out before us setting forth the holiness of God. To keep before
us our need of repentance and our want of improvement in the
past. We need this for the holiness of God is rebuking us
that we have not improved our privileges, and our opportunities.”
Tt seems to me we have something of this in the 83rd Psalm,
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“ Keep not thou silence, O God; hold not thy peace, and be not
still, O God.” They were to sing this as they went out, keeping
before them the beauty of holiness. “For, lo, thine enemies
make a tumult : and they that hate thee have lifted up the head.
They have taken erafty counsel against thy people, and consulted
against thy hidden ones.” “TLet them be confounded and
troubled for ever; Yea let them be put to shame and perish.”
And why? That they may know the great men we are? = Oh,
No! No! but “ That men may know that thou whose name alone
is Jehovah, art the Most High over all the earth.” You have
to consider them first of all going out. I remember one time T
was in . . .. and I saw a military funeral passing through the
town. The band was playing some tune such as is used on
these occasions. The soldiers walked so mournfully and sad
as they took their comrade to his last resting place in this world.
But I saw them on their return march, and you. would not
think that they had been at a funeral at all; for they were now
marching to the strains of some bright musie. i

There are some people and they do a lot for window dressing,
and there is a religious window dressing too. For example,
you see in wartime shops where they used to have a lot of
goods and now have very little; though they have not the
appearance of any shortage in their windows, but there are only
empty boxes there. When you enter and ask for the goods in
the windows, “0,,” they say, “ we are out of stock.” But I do
not believe this was a religious window dressing at all; for they
had behind it, “ We have sinned and come short of the glory
of God. We have not worshipped the Lord as we should, and we
have not valued our privileges as we should have.” You see
them coming out from Jerusalem sorrowfully. The more we
see the beauty of holiness the more we are affected. O, what it
means to a person going out to battle or to his work seeing the
beauty of holiness! There is nothing, I think, so wonderful as
holiness. Holiness makes God what He is; the “ Holy One of
Israel.” 1Tt is that perfection of His nature that is connected
with every attribute. He is infinite but in a holy manner; He is
omnipotent, but it is a holy ommipotency; He is omniscient, but
it is a holy omnisciency. We read that God is love. It is a holy
love. And when you think of His work, it is not like ours,
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holiness stamps His work. When He ereated everything in the
beginning, the whole creation reflected the beauty of holiness.
The angels that kept not their first estate were created holy,
and mankind was created holy. When you think of it—holiness—
a sinner coming before a holy God, and a holy God who cannot
look upon sin providing salvation for sinners! We hate God
because He is a holy God—He is against our sins, His hofiness,
His purity. His law is a holy law, and that is why we hate it.
~ Criminals may praise honesty, but they hate it nevertheless,
‘and so with us. His salvation is a holy salvation. It is offered
by a holy God. What does “holy ” mean? I have only a word
or two to offer on it. It seems to bring before us “ wholeness,”
perfection, a health of soul, spiritual health, a want of defect.
There is nothing that interests us so much as holiness, because
holiness is a communicable attribute; the Lord may communicate
it to us. Holiness is the song of heaven: “ Holy, holy, holy is
the Lord God Almighty.” The family in heaven are perfectly
holy. We do.not see that in this world, but then there is a
longing after holiness. It does not say ‘“ without power” or
“ without understanding,” but it says “ without holiness no man
shall see the Lord,” and this holiness may be had freely.
They were to go out praising the beauty of holiness, spiritual
purity, and that would work repentance; praising a holy God
for all the benefits they had. If you went away from home, for
example, you would say, I did not appreciate home when T
had it. If you do not appreciate repentance, the Lord will take
it away. People who do not appreciate the gospel and con-
tinue like that to their dying day, will be done with the gospel
forever and ever. Appreciation is not our strong point, yours or
mine, that is as before God. Do you yourself appreciate, or do I
that God sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to work
ont redemption? Ok, No! We do not appreciate it as we
should. Do we appreciate His long suffering as we should? I
remember in my day meeting a man who was 96 years of age.
I asked him if he would like to be young again and to live
his years over again. “Yes,” he said. I said, What are you
thinking of at the end of 96 years? He replied, “T am thinking of
the time when I was young and at the fishing.” Are you thinking
nothing of God, of death, or of judgment, and eternity? “ Oh,



Notes and Comments. 155

No! but the fishing in my younger days and the people that
were with me.” That was far from the beauty of holiness, far
from grace. We ought to remember our younger days, but in
the way of repentance. Then, as in the case of the military
band connected with the funeral, you see the band of our text
returning from the victory, and the music they had was the 84th
Psalm, “ How amiable are thy tabernacles. O Lord of hosts.”
After all the trouble we have met, “ My soul longeth, yea, even
fainteth, for the courts of the Lord” for there was the sacrifice
typifying the eternal Son of God, and the redemption yet to
be revealed. The shadows were to pass away and the “ Sun of
Righteousness ” to rise with “healing in his wings,” and it says,
“ Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still
praising thee ”—praising the beauty of holiness, “ Blessed is the
man whose strength is in Thee; in whose heart are the ways of
them,” and then he concludes like this, “ For the Lord God is
a sun and shield, the Lord will give grace and glory. No good
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Surely,
they are influenced by the beauty of holiness—they see this
beauty before them, and the more they see it and the nearer
they get to it, the more they see their vileness; And he concludes
like this, “ O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in
thee.” Amen.

Notes and Comments. .

Belief in an Over-ruling Providence amidst Shattering
Distractions.—When President Lincoln in his noble fight for
the emancipation of the slaves was overwhelmed on every
hand with troubles he said: “If it were not for my belief
in an over-ruling Providence, it would be difficult for me, in the
midst of such complications, to keep my reason on its seat. But
I am confident that the Almighty has His plans, and will work
them out; and, whether we see it or not, they will be the wisest
and best for us. I have always taken counsel of Him, and
referred to Him my plans, and have never adopted a course of
proceeding without being assured, as far as I could be, of His
approbation . . . I have been driven many times to my knees
by the overwhelming convietion that I had nowhere else to go.
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. I should be the most presumptuous blockhead upon this
footstool, if I for one day thought that I could discharge the
duties which have come upon me since I came into this place,
without the aid and enlightenment of One who is wiser and
stronger than all others.” What a blessing it would be if
Britain’s rulers showed such a humble dependence on the Most
High.

A Blind Leader.—In submitting the “ Religion and Publie
Morals Report” at the Annual Synod meeting of the
Original Secession Church, as vreported in the June,
1941, issme of the O0.8. Magazine, the Rev. Professor
Franeis Davidson, D.D., Principal of the Bible Training
Institute, Glasgow, stated, “It cannot .be doubted that
whatever weight still attaches to the Papal System, the present
Pope Pius XII. has thrown it into the scale of peace. His
five points for the readjustment of the disordered world have
been well received.” What egregious nonsense coming from
such a source, and how utterly opposed to the true sentiments
and convictions of a well-known Protestant layman, who declared
recently :— It is the duty of Protestants to tear aside the mask
which presents the Papacy as a disinterested international in-
stitution. The ¢ Points’ are defective, where they are not ordinary
platitudes with which there is no possibility of disagreement,
by the complete omission of reference to freedom of thought
and worship, without which there is no peace at alll”
Principal Davidson’s eulogy of the Pope’s so-called peace
efforts reminds us of oratio Bottomley, who during the
1914-1918 world war, wrote every year in his journal, John Bull,
an article entitled “What Price Peace by Christmas?”’
exploiting thus the word “ peace,” because he knew it represented
the most natural desire and.strongest sentiment in the bosoms
of the vast majority of European peoples, for his own ends.
He afterwards railed against the politicians, in an article en-
titled “ We Have Been Let Down by the Politicians,” because
after four-and-a-quarter years of slaughter, they agreed to the
1918 Armistice. So with the Pope’s hypocritical pose as the
supreme advocate of peace, in connection with a war which his
organisation has done more than any other power in the world
to begin and continue.  Does Principal Davidson know that
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“two Italian Archbishops and forty-seven Dbishops petitioned
Mussolini to insist that the Holy Sepulehre in Jerusalem be
taken out of the hands of Great Britain and entrusted to the
Royal House of Savoy?’ Does he know that the Romanist
Bishops of Germany voted for Hitler’'s War, or ‘has he heard
of Abysinnia, the Spanish Civil War, the Rape of Albania,
and the part the Pope and his agents took in them? We consider
that Prineipal Davidson, and those who speak like him, are not
fit for their positions as Protestant and Presbyterian ministers
in Scotland at such a time as this. What better, however, could
be expected of one who regards the present so-called Chureh of
Scotland, with its infidel Modernism, sacerdotal Cecoto-Catholicism,
Arminianism, and Antinomianism, as the fulfilment of the ideal
of Ebenezer and Ralph Erskine. ‘

The Christian Faith and Secondary Education.—Inan
age when the outlook of the majority is grossly material-
istic, and an exaggerated importance is attached to
mere secular eduecation, divorced from spiritual realities,
it is refreshing and edifying to find a learned and
scholarly University Professor deploring the sad neglect
into which Secripture teaching has fallen in modern second-
ary education. Professor Noble of Aberdeen University, in
addressing the pupils of Inverness Royal Academy, as reported
in The Northern Chronicle for 2nd July, 1941, said, “ One of the
things that has saddened me in secondary education is the sad
neglect into which Secripture teaching has fallen. T would like
to see it put on the same basis as Mathematies, Classics, and
other subjects of equal status and dignity, and given the same
amount of time. It is not only a valuable subject as a mental
training but upon it is based our faith as Christians. We are
waging a war not of territorial aggression or economic aggrand-
isement, but of ideals, a war of love of Christianity against
paganism, of spirituality against materialism, of right against
wrong, and unless we are sound in the faith, though we would
win the war we would not win the peace, and we must win both
this time.”  This witness, regarding the neglect of Secripture
teaching in modern secondary education, is emphatieally true. To
say the least, Secripture teaching should have the same status
and dignity, and the same time allotted to it, as the most important
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subjects in the curriculum of modern secondary education. Other-
wise secondary education will prove a power for evil, leading to
religious indifference and neo-paganism, with its grossly sensual
materialistic outlook on life, and an abomination in the sight of
God. Till the British nation will thus elevate the Word of God
to the place that belongs to it in the eurriculum of present-day
secondary edueation, we shall not have a right to the title “a
Christian nation.” Lord, let Britain flourish by the teaching of
Thy Word to’ the rising generation, and for all future time!
Church Notes.

Communions.—October—First Sabbath, North Tolsta;
second, Ness and Gairloch; fourth, Lochinver and Greenock;
fifth, Wick. November—First Sabbath, Oban and Halkirk (note
change); second, Glasgow; third, Edinburgh and Dornoch. South
African Mission—The following are the dates of the Com-
munions :—Last Sabbath of March, J une, September and
December. Note.—Notice of any additions to, or alterations of
the above dates of Communions should be sent o the Editor.

Collection for October.—The Home Mission Fund (first
Colleetion). is to be taken up during this month.

The Magazine.

We regret that, owing to the drastic reduction in our allowance
of paper, we are under the necessity of reducing the size of the
Magazine meantime, and would ask our subseribers to bear with
us in cireumstances over which we have no control. Certain
adjustments are under consideration which will enable us to give
more reading material for the number of pages than at present.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DONATIONS—SEPTEMBER.

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following - donations :—

Sustentation Fund.—Mrs. M., Northton, Leverburgh, £5; Mrs. C.,
Craiglea, Strontian, £1; M. McD,, Saltburn, Invergordon, 10s;
A. McC, Tiree, £1; E."McK, Dalrachney, Carr Bridge, £1.

Home Mission Fund.—A. McC,, Isle of Tiree, £1; M.M., Gerston,
Halkirk, 2s.

Jewish & Foreign Missions.—“ Lewis Friends,” £1 0s 34:
A. McC, Tiree, £1; E. McK,, Dalrechney, Carr Bridge, £1; K. Mecl.,
Achmore Manse, Stornoway, 10s; A Friend, Glendale, per Rev.
J. Colquhoun, #1; D.M. 712 Main Street, Saskatoon, 10s;
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“ Interested,” Glasgow Postmark, 5s; “ Interested,” o/a Car Fund;
S.A, Mission, 5s; “Interested,” Rest and Refreshment Centre at
Bedford for H.M. Forces, 5s; “ Anon,” for Bibles for the Forces,
per Rev. D. M. Macdonald, Portree, 5s; “In loving Memory of
Sergt. Finlay MacDonald and Sapper John Kelly” for Bibles or
Magazines for H.M, Forces, per Rev. D. Al Macfarlane, Dingwali,
£1; “Lochinver Dis.,” o/a S.A. Mission Schools, per Rev. N.
Mclntyre £1; Received per Miss M. A. Tallach Rasaay, a
donation of £10, from “Lengthen Thy Cords,” to be held for the
purpose of extending the S. African Mission to Shangani.

Organisation Fund.—Refund of expenses as Deputy to Canada
by Rev. A. F. Mackay, Applecross, £23.

Applecross Manse Building Fund.—Rev. A, F. Mackay
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—A
Friend, Raasay, £1, and £1 o/a Foreign Missions Fund; Miss
K.M., Camustiel, o/a Sustentation Fund, £1, per Mr. M. Gillanders,
Treasurer. ‘

Daviot Church Building Fund—Miss Cameron, P.O. Farr,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following . donations: A
Friend, £1; Friend, £1; the following per Mr. A. MacPherson,
“M.F.” Glasgow, £1; A Friend, £1.

Dingwall Church Building Fund.—Mr. S. Fraser, Timara, Strath-
peffer, acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:
Mrs. M., Inverness, £1; Friend, Inverness, £1, per Rev. D. A
Macfarlane; Friend, £1; Mrs. C, Halkirk, £1; Friend, Gairloch,
10s; E.F, Sth. Clunes 10s; W.L., Bonar Bridge, 5s; Miss McP.,
Jura (surplus stamps), 1s; Miss L., Glasgow, £1; per Mr. K. M,
é\ Lochinver Friend, £1; Miss H. F., Alness, £1; Mrs. R. Ferintosh,

s. .
London  Congregational Funds—Rev. J. P. Macqueen,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—A
Friend, Kishorn, 10s; A Dingwall Friend 10s; A Friend, Action
Postmark, 10s; “A Granville Friend,” Sydney, per Rev. D.
Beaton, Grafton, N.SW., £1.

North Uist Church and Manse Fund—Rev. W. B. Nicolson,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—Nurse
MacCuish, (C.C.), Portree, £2 14s; Wellwisher, Claddach, #£1;
Mr. A. McC,, Claddach, £1; An Old Friend, Tarbert, £1; Nurse
Mackay and Miss Stewart (C.C.), Glasgow, £7; “ D.G.,” Stornoway,
10s.

Plockton Church Building Fund—Mr. Alex. Gollan acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—Mr. J. McK.,
Dunvegan, £1; Friend, Lochcarron, £1 o/a Foreign Mission Fund.

Raasay Manse Building Fund.—Mr. E. Macrae, Treasurer,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—
Friend, Staffin, £1 5s; J.G., Warrington, £1; Broadford Postmark,
£1; Two Raasay Friends, £2.

_ Stornoway Congregational Funds.—Mr. N. MacLeod, Treasurer,
acknowledges with grateful thanks a donation of £2 from “A
Friend,” per Rev. M. Gillies.

Talisker Church Building Fund—Mr. D, Morrison, Treasurer,
acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of 10s from Nurse
M. T. per Mr. D. MacAskill,

Uig Manse and Mission House Building Fund—Rev. J. A.
MacDonald acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :—Friend, Wick, £5; Nurse Mcl. G. A, Somerset, £1;
D. McR,, Aird, Uig, £1; M. McR., Torbreck, Lochinver, 6s; Mr.
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and Mrs. E. McL., Miavaig, Harris, 7s; Mrs. A. McK., Brackloch,
Lochinver, £1 per Rev. A. MacAskill.

Congr egat1onal Contributions, £17 0s 6d.

St. Jude’s S, African Clothmg Fund.—The Tréasurer acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—C, MacKay,
Manchester, 10s; Friend, Glasgow, 10s.

Fort William Church Purchase Fund—Mr. Alex. Rankin,
Mamore Cottage, acknowledges with grateful thanks the follovvmOr
donations:—Friend of Cause, Fort William, 5s; Friend, Fort.
William, 10s; Mr. A, MacKay Glasgow, £1.

Halkirk (Brushgrove, Grafton Church).—The Rev. W. Grant
acknowledges with thanks, receipt of £1 from Miss McL., Thurso,
for this new church in Australia.

THE MAGAZINE—SEPTEMBER.

7s 6d Subscriptions,F.P. and "Y.P. Magazines.—D. E. Dobell,
Claremont, Blackboys, Neppfield; Miss C. Cameron, Commercial
House, Kyle; Mrs. Christopher MacKenzie, Lincludin, Tighna-
bruich; “Ayrshire”; Miss M. Ross, 12 Braes, Ullapool; Mrs.
McLachlan, Crombagh, Lochmaddy; Mrs. A. Miller, Amister,
Thurso; Mrs. McLeod, 23 Cross, Ness; C. M. Macdonald,
Bridgend, Strathcanaird; D. M. Black, Tongside, Scotscalder;
J. Wilson, 38 Wardie Road, Edinburgh; John MacRae, Strome,
Lochcarron; Mrs. Geo. Clark, Ailsa Craig, R.R.1. D. J. Sutherland,
Kinloch, Shieldaig; Miss Ena Mackenzie, Coma Cottage, Elphin;
M. Macdonald, 11 Elmwood Avenue, Palmers Green London;
M. Matheson, c/o Municipal Sanatorium, Oterville, New York;
Mrs. Geo. Matheson, Marofin, Dargaville, N, Zealand; Mrs. Mac-
Kenzie, 7040 Clarenden St., Vancouver; Mrs. Geo. MacLeod,
P.O. Box 20, Salmon Avon, B.C

4s 6d Subscriptions.—Mrs. C. Mclver, 6 Breasclete; M.
MacAulay, 27 Breasclete; Mrs. C. McLean, 28 Breasclete; D.
McLean, 32 Breasclete; Miss A. Morrison, 37 Breasclete; Miss
Montgomery, Seaforth Hospital, Conon Bridge; Miss M. Finlay-
son, Applecross Lodge, Applecross; Mrs. D. Macrae, Camustiel,
Applecross; Mrs. Cameron, Lednaberichen, Dornoch; Mrs. Scott,
Burnside, Stevenston, Ayrshire; Mrs. Ross, Geocrab Mills, Harris;
Miss J. Sutherland, Upper Doll, Brora; John McLeod, 51
Boquhauran Road, Clydebank; John MacArthur, 3 Achmore,
Stornoway; John McCuish, Leverburgh; Mrs, N. Murray, 11
Skegersta, Ness; Mrs. Macdonald Ardmtoul Nostre Kyle; Mrs.
M. J. Mackay, Godrick, Ontario; Mrs, ], R. Mackay, Godrick,
Ontario; Mrs. R. T. BuIlen RR3 Lucknow; Mrs. J. B. Beaton,
R.R.6, Lucknow Jas. Mackay, Helmsdale Alta D. A Mackay,
1126 Lakeview Avenue, Detroit; Mrs. A, H, Lockwood, 211 Holly-
wood Drive, Monroe, U.S5.A.; John Auld, 142 Alexandra Avenue,
South Harrow, Middlesex; John H. Mackay, Lochside, Overscaig,
Lairg; James "Mackinnon, 21 Elgol, Skye; D. M. Black Tongside,
Scotscalder; Geo, Mackay, Farlary, Rogart; J. Wilson, 38 Wardie
Road, Edinburgh; John MacRae, Strome, Locharron; John
Nicolson, The Cottage, Raasay; Rod., Kerr, Recharn, Lairg; Miss
Chris. MacGregor, 10 Bells Road, Stornoway: Mrs. M. MacLeod,
Box 44, Ripley, Ontario; Miss Joan ‘Macdonald, Ailsa Craig,
R.R.1, Ontario; Mrs. And. Clark, Parkhill, R.7, Ontario; Norman
Macdonald, Spring Valley, Sask., Canada; Mrs. H. Mackenzie,
Achnacarnan, Lairg; D. M. Ross, R.R.7, Parkhill, Ontario; Miss
B. D. Ross, R.R.5, Parkhill, Ontario; Mrs. Hugh Henderson,



Ailsa Craig, Ontario; Mrs. Geo, Clark, Ailsa Craig, Ontario;
D. J. Sutherland, Kinloch, Shieldaig; Alex, Campbell, Forest,
Ontario; Don. Morrison, 712 Main St., Sask, Canada Miss J. Mac-
Gillivray, 4 Maxwell Drive, Inverness; Mrs. S. Shaw, Little
Urchany, Cawdor, Nairn; Norman Macmillan, 12 Rodel, Lever-
burgh; Angus Campbell, Shieldaig, Gairloch; John Morrison,
Drinishadder, Harris; Miss A. Stewart, 4 Melbost, Stornoway;
Wm, Mackay, 25 Melton, Leverburgh; Mris. J. Gordon, Shieldaig;
Mrs. J. MacLeod, Gundie, Durness, Lairg; Norman MacAulay,
Grosebay, Harris; Murdo McLeod, Shore Melvaig, Gairloch; Don.
McLean, 12 Northton; Miss J. Mackenzie, Scotsburn  School,
Kildary; D. Macdonald, Marketgate, Crail, Fife; Miss Sinclair,
406 London Road P.O., Glasgow.

Other Subscriptions.—John B. Gllies, 3830 Park Boulevard,
Calif., 13s; Miss M. Mackenzie, 2 Samochan Cottage, Kishorn,
3s; Mrs. John Mackenzie, Dhunan, Culkein, 7s 6d; C. MacLean,
10 Mellon Charles, Aultbea, 3s; Miss A. Stewart, P.O. Buildings,
Edinbane, Skye, 3s; Alex MacLeod, Duart, Nedd, Drumbeg, 7s;
D. Gordon, Anishader, Snizort, Skye, 14s; Colin MclIntyre; 8
Anderson Street Inverness, 5s; Mrs. A. Suthelrand, Thistledale,
Borden, Sask., 5s; Mrs. MacRae, The Bungalow, Kyle, 5s; Mrs.
N. Murray, 8 Habost, Ness, 5s; Mrs. W. J. Henry 13 Soroba
Road, Oban, 10s; John Mackintosh, 13 Elgol, Skye, 5s; Mrs. A.
Mackenzie, Drumbuie, Kyle, 10s; M. Mackenzie, Annat, Torridon,
Achnasheen, 5s; Miss J. Mackenzie, The Ark, Lochcarron, Ss;
John Nicolson, Kinloch Cottage, Sleat, 5s; Jas. Mackay, Scaview,
Achma, 2s; Mrs. B, Macdougall, Bree Street, Parys, Orange Free
State, S.A., £1; Mrs. A. Beaton, 301, 13th Avenue, West, Calgary,
5s; M. ‘Macdonald, 11 Elmwood Avenue, Palmers Green, London,
5s 6d; Mrs. M. McInnes, Badcall, Scourie, 7s; Rod. Fraser, 6937
S. Stewart Avenue, Chicago, 7s; Mrs. M. MacLeod, Stormy Hill,
Portree, 8s; J. Mackay, Struie, Dornie, Edderton, Ls 6d; John
Mackenzie, Newpark, Laide, 4s; Neil Buchanan, 282 Assinmborne
Avenue, Winnipeg, 4s 3d; John Morrison, Leckisto, Harris, £1;
K. A. Macdonald, Ardvie, Finsbay, 7s; Mrs. MacLcennan, 14
Braes, Ullapool, £1; Mrs. D.. MacLennan, 2521 Allison Avenue,
Des Moines, U.S.A. 7s; Mrs. A. Sutherland, East Clyth, Mid.
Clyth, Caithness, 3s; Dr. M. Tallach, 25 Hazier Street, Carluke, 10s.

The following subscriptions per Mr. H. Mackay, missionary,
Vancouver:—

Mrs. Geo. Mackenzi¢, Vancouver; 9s; Mrs. Rod. Macdonald,
9s; Mr. James Mackay, 9s; Mrs. Laing, 9s; Mrs. Kelly, 9s; Angus
Nicolson, 9s; Mrs. McClugan, 9s; Mr. F. A, Matheson, 9s; Mrs.
Lachie MacLean, 9s; Mrs. Oldaker, 9s; Mrs. Macl.can, 4s 6d;
Dr. M. M. Stewart, B.C, 4s 6d; Mrs. S. Mackay, Kirtomy, 4s 6d;
Rod. Macleod, 5s; Mrs. Esson, 13s 6d; Charles Mackay, 7s 9d;
Mrs, Dixon, 6s 9d; Mr. Hugh Mackay, 15 2d.

H.M. Forces—Free Distribution.—Mrs. Morrison, 4275 Selkirk
Avenue, Vancouver, per Mr. H. Mackay, missionary, £1 2s 4d;
Anon., Inverness, 5s; Miss M. Ross, Geocrab, Harris, 2s 6d; Mr.
J. Mclver, Edgemoor Cottage, North Tolsta, per Mr. John Nicol-
son, 5s; Miss M. Nicolson, Gerston, Halkirk, 2s; Friend, Waternish,
per Rev, J. Colquhoun, 3s; Alex. McLeod, Duart, Nedd, Drumbeg,
S5s; John MacLeod, 33 North Street, Sandwick, Lewis, 5s; Dr. M.
Tallach, 25 Hazier Street, Carluke, 10s; R.H.C, Ayrshire, 10s;
K. Matheson, Dingwall (Let this part of the F.P. Banner of
1893 be spread among all corners of the world), £1 10s.

Free Distribution—Thos. Macdonald, Box 34, Brock, Sask,
10s; John B. Gillies, 2830 Park Boulevard, Oakland, Calif, £1;



